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Evaluation of Architectural Conservation Processes in the Old City of
Jerusalem, Palestine.

Prepared by: Zahira Sufian As’ad Al - Masri

Supervisor: Mohammad Rashad Mohammad Abdel Hadi

Abstract:

The Old City of Jerusalem is characterized, in comparison to other cities in the world, for
possessing great and diversified wealth of cultural heritage coupled with historical and
civilized values which contribute to formulating its nature and character. Being the cradle -_.
of the three religious and human civilizations that was established on its land in successive
and connected historical cycles of the history of civilization, recorded by its superior
monuments until our present date; with its ancient heritage that adds to its value, is
suffering from unique problems that cannot be found in other parts of the world, for bei ng.
a city under occupation, with its political, legal and financial conditions, is standing as a
stumbling blocks to conserve it.

Despite all these difficulties, there has been several attempts to conserve its architectural
heritage. However, the problem of such a challenge is due to lack of uniform policies or
review or evaluation of the completed conservation activities in the city, in addition to poer
implementation of the conservation works and the continued collapse of its historical
buildings due to lack of policies for valuable historical conservations and poor and

improper interventions that is not in compliance with the international standards with its

impact on this historical and international city.

Despite that there has been an urgent need to conserve the heritage and culture of the Old
City of Jerusalem, this study came on time to examine and evaluate the methods and
techniques of architectural conservation of the city in order to understand the extent to
which it was able to achieve the goals of conservation of historical buildings and cities
with international value.

The study adopted an integrated approach methodology and was divided into three

dimensions with the first dealing with the theoretical aspects covering architectural
conservation with all its angles. The second dimension provided general information about
the Old City of Jerusalem. The third being the implemented analytical and evaluation

dimension which covered three architectural conservation projects in the Old City of
Jerusalem through the implementation of integrated conservation approach as a standard
and guiding principle. For this study, the three cases were distributed between three main

quarters of the city, with three most influential institutions conducting conservation

projects. The intervention and conservation works of the three projects were compared to

similar Arab and international conservation projects outside of Palestine.

The study showed that there are variations in the implementation of conservation
interventions projects, and that it does not achieve the goal of comprehensive conservation ]
of the Old City of Jerusalem. But provided the opportunity to a new life and a longer

duration of the building, and returned to social and economic life and tourism in line with

the requirements of the times.
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The main recommendation of the study stressed on the need to join the efforts of all parties
concerned with the conservation of the heritage of the Holy City, unify and implement the
laws as per the international standards for conservation as well as the unique situation o
the City, and activate the role of international, Arab and Islamic organizations, with specia
emphasis on the Palestinian community in Jerusalem due to the accelerating events in the
City with the Israeli measures that go up against the international laws and treaties
regarding the conservation of cultural heritage for the country under occupation. '

Such efforts need clear, organized and logical processes to lay the foundation for scien if
basis and organized methods to deal with this international heritage to preserve the ¢
cultural values and urban identity and the connected social and economic web of the Hol
City, so that it can be a hub for cultural and religious coexistence between the thre
monotheistic religions, despite all the difficulties to achieve this due to the current politica
and legal reality of the Holy City. {
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