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Animal gelatin and its current uses: Jurisprudential study

Prepared by: Osama Ibrahim Mohamed Hamad
Supervisor: prof: Jamal Abd-Aljalil Saleh

Abstract

The researcher dealt with the animal gelatin and its current uses from
both scientific and jurisprudential perspectives, given its widespread uses in
different food and medicine industries. From a scientific industry, the
researcher began introducing the subject by defining the food additives, the
justifications for their uses, their subdivisions, their uses, the public opinion
about them, regulatory bodies and the regulatory actions that determine their
uses. Then the researcher introduced the definition of gelatin and its
characteristics and importance, its sources that might be impure and therefore
disallowed or vice versa, how it could be extracted and its various forms and
uses.

From a jurisprudential perspective, the researcher displayed the
religious provisions that lead to make judgments about whether or not the use
of gelatin is allowed. For example, he dealt with the religious judgments
about the purity of the pig’s eyes while alive, making use of the skin of the
dead pig after the tanning, making use of its bones, and then making judgment
about the gelatin extracted from a source religiously disallowed. The
researcher then moved on to introduce a key element that influences the
religious provisions for the use of gelatin: the impossibility which transforms
the names, the characteristics and the adjectives to the intrinsically impure
things and their provisions according to the Muslim scholars, and its influence
on purifying the impure, particularly the gelatin extracted from an impure
source such as the pig and from other sources such as the dead animal and the
slaughtered in a non-religious way.

The researcher followed in this study various approaches: the
descriptive, the inductive, and the analytical approaches. He adopted these
approaches to examine the gelatin from a scientific perspective in terms of its
name, symbol, characteristics, sources and uses. Regarding the religious
provisions associated with the subject, he gathered the scholars’ opinions,
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texts and religious evidence to examine and discuss them to reach the
conclusions desired from this research.

The researcher arrived at such important conclusions such as:

The impossibility cannot be fully achieved with purifying the impure.
Therefore, it is not for granted which leads to the conclusion that the use of
gelatin has many provisions. If it is extracted from a pure source, it is
allowable. And if, on the other hand, it is extracted from an impure source, it
Is not allowable because it retains its intrinsic impurity and because the
principle of impossibility is not applied to it. Moreover, there are alternatives
to the gelatin extracted from the impure animals. These alternatives include
the gelatin extracted from pure animals that are allowable to eat and the
animals slaughtered in the religious way, and they include the gelatin
extracted from plant sources and the seaweed. Therefore, there is not
necessity to use it from the impure sources.

The researcher provided a number of recommendations:

Recommending the Islamic-Arab countries work hard to make the religiously
allowable products available to Muslims, and not importing the impure. The
Islamic- Arab countries should create factories which can produce the gelatin
locally. This is their responsibility because the process is neither hard nor
costly. Also, the few scholars who issue fatwas that accept the use of the
gelatin based on the principle of the Impossibility have to resolve the
suspicion by giving directions to the companies that produce the gelatin from
Impure sources, and they have to raise awareness among people about such
products. In conclusion, | ask God, the most compassionate, to guide me in
my endeavors and make this study beneficial to both students and people.
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