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The Early Islamic Pottery Lamps in Palestine
Prepared by: Na’il Jalal Diab Biss
Supervisor: D. Marwan Abu Khalaf

Abstract:

The study presents Pottery lamps at early Islamic period in Palestine, which was
specifically composed of the Umayyad period (640-750AD), the Abbasid period
(750-900AD) and the Fatimid period (900-1200AD).

The subject has been selected for several reasons: there is no academic study in
the Palestinian libraries talking about this subject. The lack of studies at this
subject and the roughly ones published cause unclear and undated for many
types, appears at late Byzantine and early Islamic period.

The purpose of this study is to investigate, classify, and describe the common
types of lamps in the early Islamic period, and clarifies the issues related to this
subject as clay preparation, daily using of lamps, the common types before the
early Islamic period and the manufacturing techniques that were used.

A scientific descriptive method is used in studying the subject. The first method,
theoretical: through reviewing the references published such as books, articles
and studies. The second method, fieldwork: Visits and interviews were done at
traditional pottery workshops and information was recorded about clay
preparation and manufacturing techniques.

Several results are revealed by the study, first: The main result of the study is
classifying and describing the common types of lamps appears at the early
Islamic period, which is similar at all the sites used. Second: The Clay used in
producing the lamps after certain steps of preparation, which is similar in the
basic from the beginning of pottery manufacture to traditional pottery craft.

Third: the main daily use of lamps is for lighting and votive, but there is no
evidence of using them as tombs offering, although the decoration and
inscriptions reflected religious beliefs of no not using the image of human. The



lamps form, decoration and manufacturing show the effect of ruler culture
powers controlled Palestine in different periods.

The study reveals different techniques of manufacturing, the most important one
the molds, wheel and one example and shards handmade.

By reviewing the references published about this subject, the Palestinian
archaeological institutions should support the researcher and students to be able
to work on this kind of subjects within stratified layers, which can date the early
Islamic lamp types, and are scientifically evaluated, to the studies have been
published before.
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