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The Forced Displacement of Palestinians in the light of the International

Humanitarian Law
Prepared by: Mohammad Kamel Aljundi

Supervisor : Dr. Mohammad Fahad Al Shalaldeh

Abstract

This study aims at exploring the role of International Humanitarian Law in protecting the
civilians from the forced displacement in armed conflicts of an international and non-
international nature. Therefore, the following questions are discussed: What is the legal
regime that criminalizes and punishes the act of forced displacement, what is the legal
situation in the occupied Palestinian territories, do these rules apply to the rules of
International Humanitarian Law, what are the Israeli policies in forcibly displacing

Palestinians, and what mechanisms to protect Palestinians from forced displacement.

The study has into two chapters. The first chapter deals with the forced displacement of the
civilians in the light of the rules of international humanitarian law. The chapter also
discusses the forced displacement of the civilians and its historical development; it also
examines the position of the Geneva Conventions and their additional Protocols on forced
displacement and the position of the Permanent International Criminal Court on the forced
displacement of the civilians. Additionally, the chapter examines the mechanisms of
international protection against forced displacement in times of armed conflict, by defining
the role of international laws and international bodies in protecting the civilians from

forced displacement.

In the second and the last chapters, the forced displacement of Palestinians in the occupied
Palestinian territories is highlighted, where it discusses the legal situation in the occupied
Palestinian territories and the historical context of forced displacement against the
Palestinians, looking for the legal status of the occupied Palestinian territories depending
on the validity of the Hague Convention of 1907 and the fourth Geneva Convention of
1949 in the occupied Palestinian territories. It also concentrates on the historical context of
forced displacement in which Palestinians suffered from the beginning of the British

Mandate up to the Oslo agreement, and it addresses the Israeli policies in the displacement



of Palestinians, and methods of Israeli policies in the displacement of Palestinians from the

city of Jerusalem and the village of Susya forcibly.

The chapter also discusses the role of the Israeli Supreme Court in forcibly displacing
Palestinians from the city of Jerusalem and the village of Susya and the position of this
court on the international agreements that apply to the occupied Palestinian territories.
Moreover, this chapter deals with the mechanisms of protecting Palestinians from forced

displacement at the international and the local level.

The study was concluded with a group of recommendations and results including the fact
that Palestine shall sign the articles of association of International Criminal Court, calling
and demanding International Community and Organizations, and the partners in Geneva
Agreement, to pressure on the Israeli Occupation State to stop practicing forced
displacement against Palestinians since forced displacement is prohibited in accordance
with International Humanitarian Law, as it is considered as a war crime against humanity.
This would shoulder Israeli (criminal and civil) international responsibility where Israeli
shall incur all damages (moral and physical) resulting from forced displacement against
Palestinians, in addition to the individual criminal responsibility against perpetrators of

forced displacement against Palestinians.
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