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Thelmpact of Legal Variationson |slamic Worship Codes
Prepared by: Hafed Mahmoud Mohammad Rashed

Supervisor: Professor |smail Mohammad Shindi

Abstract:

This study aimed discussing the jurisdiction (Figh) rulings pertaining the Moslem
dealings with the People of the Book, Christians and Jews in the worship-related issues. In
reality, this study makes clear the ruling of sticking to the instructions of the non-Moslem
doctor in licensed worships (religious deeds), and the ruling of working on the building of
worshipping houses of the People of the Book, the ruling of Moslem prayers in their
temples (synagogues and Churches), the ruling of expending the Modem reputed Alms
and Zakat to their poor people, and the ruling of endowing Christians some plots of
Moslem lands. It also clarifies the rulings of other matters such as washing , shrouding and
burying the dead of the People of the Book, consoling them, visiting their patients,
congratul ating them in their feasts, paying salutation to them, and so many other rulings.

The importance of this study comes from its being an important source in its domain
from which the Modem Guardian may benefit in the issuance of codes , rules and
regulations pertaining the practice of the People of the Book to their religious deeds in the

Muslim countries by clarifying the permissible and the impermissible actions.

In his attempt to reach the hopeful goals of this study, the researcher used the
descriptive approach, aided by the deductive and the inductive approaches in accordance to

specified steps.

The researcher reached to a group of results through this study, the most important
are: Sticking to the instructions of the non-Moslem doctor in worship permits is not
absolute or comprehensive, but his instructions are considered if his trustfulness, honesty,
authenticity and skillfulness are proven with the impossibility of the availability of the
specialized Moslem doctor. It also prohibited for the Moslem to work in building, repairing
and engineering the temples of the People of the Book. It is permitted to spend the Moslem
supererogatory ams and zakat to the poor of the People of the Book if it exceeds the needs



of the poor Mosems. Furthermore, the researcher concludes that the endowment of
Moslem pieces of land to the People of the Book is desirable taking into account the
religious rules. On contrast, it is prohibited for Moslem to wash and shroud the dead of the
People of the Book, but it is permitted to bury them if it isimpossible to find anyone from
the people of his religion to perform the funera rituals according to their religious codes.
Similarly, the Moslem consolation to the deceased of the People of the Book is
permissible, but only with the utterances of consolation without supplication of mercy and
invocation of forgiveness to their deceased . It is aso desirable for Moslem to pay visits to
their patients and congratulating them with their religious feasts and festivals, particularly
if they are relatives and neighbours. Similarly, it is permitted to present salutation to non-

warriors (non-fighters) of them if they are relatives or neighbours.

In terms of the previous results, the researcher strongly recommends the necessity of
quick endeavor to write and publish an encyclopedia that cares with the discussion of the
impact of legal variations on Islamic worship codes in genera, to collect the scholars
religious rulings (codes), resolutions of jurisdictions Circles and the opinions of the old and
the contemporary scholars in this important subject in order to act as a lighthouse to guide
the wavering and the hesitant. He aso recommends the politicians who disposes the
matters of the Islamic Ummah (nation) with the necessity of sticking and commitment to
the application of the tolerant Islamic Religion codes (rulings) in the whole domains of life

aswell as applying the rules (codes) of Islam in their dealings with the People of the Book.
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