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Abstract

The over use of antibiotics is a common problem both in the developed world and in the
developing countries. The objectives of this study were first, to descrbe the pattern of
antibiotics prescription for the treatment of the commonest pediatric acute respiratory
tract infections. Second, to determine the factors that are associated with antibiotics
prescription, thirdly to appraise the level of accompanied parents’ awareness regarding
antibiotic use and finally to determine the factors that lead to parental satisfaction
during their visits to the primary health care physicians.

Across sectional study was carried in four primary health care centers out of level four
primary health care centers of the ministry of health in three governorates in Gaza Strip.
The study sample included 288 children aged thirty-six months and less who were
diagnosed as acute respiratory infection cases. In addition to a 274 of the accompanied
parents. The response rate among those parents was (95.1%). Data was collected
through a checklist and an in-person questioner during the morning working hours.
There is an over use and a misuse of antibiotics in treating pediatric acute respiratory
infections. (77.8%) of study children were prescribed antibiotics, (77.7%) of these
antibiotics were unnecessary. Amoxicilline trihydrate iﬁ the antibiotic of choice for
treating acute upper respiratory infections and acute lower respiratory infections.
Antibiotics were prescribed more to older children, high-income families, town’s
children, children with fever, those who had diffuse redness of tonsils and children with
wheezes. Both acute lower respiratory infections and tonsillitis cases received more
antibiotics than other cases. This study reported that both parental expectation for
obtaining an antibiotic prescription and the low knowledge scores for parents increased

antibiotic prescriptions.
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Finally the main factors that increased parents satisfaction during the physician
consultations were, complete examination of the child (94.2%) and good
communication between the parents and the physicians (72.4%).

These results highlight the complicated problem of the inappropriate use of antibiotics.
Great efforts are needed like intervention educational programs to the public, training
programs and work shops about the subject to the medical staff, in addition to more

researches in this field especially about the rates of bacterial resistance.
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