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Investigating the Effectiveness of Using a Computerized Program
for Fourth Graders in Hebron to Acquire Arabic Language Skills

Prepared by: Zahra Mashni.
Supervisor: Dr. kamel Hashem.

Abstract
This study aimed at investigating the effectiveness of using a computerized program

for fourth graders in Hebron to acquire Arabic language skills. In order to achieve the
objective of the study, it was conducted on a purposeful sample of (205) fourth
graders from two different schools, distributed on (6) sections: (4) sections as the
experimental group; and (2) sections as the control group. The study sample was
distributed on (3) groups: Each group represented (2) sections. The first experimental
group used the computerized program based on the strategy of cooperative learning;
the second group used the same program based on self-learning; the third group used
the traditional method.

In order to answer the questions and hypotheses of the study, the researcher
prepared the study instrument, represented by four achievement tests to acquire the
basic Arabic language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing, as well as
suitable criteria for these skills. The researcher used a computerized program designed
by the UNRWA in Gaza to explain the teaching material. Test validity and criteria
were checked and accredited by a number of arbitrators; test consistency was
processed by using Cronbach (a) which was (0.91). The test was done by the
pioneering sample (32 students from (Al-Shar'iyah School for Girls). After the test,
means, standard deviations and (ANCOVA) were used to measure the differences

between the three groups.



The results showed that there were static significant differences in the means
of students' acquisition of Arabic language skills due to the teaching method (using
the computerized program based on cooperative learning and computerized program
based on self-learning). There was a positive impact on the achievement of both
experimental groups, with no differences between cooperative and self learning,
except the reading skill which showed that self-learning was better than cooperative
learning; and both of them were better than the traditional method in acquiring all
skills.

Based on these results, computerized programs based on the strategy of cooperative
learning and self-learning should be used, especially in teaching Arabic. further
studies should be conducted on other aspects of Arabic language and other school

subject were recommended.
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