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Gypsum Decorations in the Windows of Al-Aqsa Mosque and the Role of
the Restoration Committee Workshops in Their Maintenance

Prepared by: Hadeel Bassam Khalil Hallak

Supervisor: Dr. Yusuf Said al-Natsheh

Abstract

The subject of this thesis is the gypsum decorations in the windows of Al-Agsa Mosque
and the role of the Reconstruction Committee workshops in their maintenance. Gypsum
windows adorned with stained glass hold a special place in Islamic architecture in general and
in the architecture of Al-Agsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock in particular. They represent
a unique blend of decorations and colors, carrying within them a spiritual dimension
alongside functional and aesthetic aspects, embodied by the nature of these decorations,
including vegetal, calligraphic, and geometric elements.

Despite its significance, there is a shortage of studies dedicated to the glazed gypsum
windows in Al-Agsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock. This represents one of the major
obstacles that has affected the collection and analysis of information related to these windows
for the researcher. Additionally, there are other impediments such as the absence of a
comprehensive archive for these windows, gaps in information regarding some historical
references to them, and the lack of a documented collective history of window restoration. To
the best of the researcher's knowledge, no specialized study has been conducted to shed light
on this rare artistic and practical aspect.

Therefore, the aim of this study is to fill this gap in academic research and contribute to the
preservation of this heritage by conducting a descriptive and historical study of these
windows, providing a detailed description of each decorative element. The study relies on a
historical survey of all available sources related to the subject, field interviews, visits to the
Islamic Museum, and the two buildings under study, in addition to several documents
accessible to the researcher.

After defining the study's problem, objectives, significance, hypotheses, and summarizing
the key literature and studies used, it was essential to introduce the study by reviewing the
architectural richness of Al-Agsa Mosque throughout Islamic ages. The study also reviews
Egyptian and Jordanian efforts in maintaining and restoring these two buildings, focusing on
the role of the Supreme Islamic Council and, subsequently, the Al-Agsa Mosque
Reconstruction Committee and its local workshops in continuing restoration operations,
especially after each raid and vandalism of the windows carried out by the occupying forces.
The study also examines the methods and steps used in the restoration and manufacture of
these windows.

Despite the researcher studying and analyzing all the windows of Al-Agsa Mosque and the
Dome of the Rock, totaling more than two hundred windows, supported by images and
diagrams, the study provided an index of selected models of these gypsum windows that were
studied. In conclusion, the study presents several findings and recommendations.
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