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The Role of Environmental Conscious Programs conducted by PENGON 

in Sustaining Resources  

Abstract  

This research was conducted in May 2006 through Nov. 2006 to mainly focus on the 
employees of PENGON, Directors of PENGON, related Ministries and Consultants inside 
Palestine and particularly the West Bank area. The main objective of this research is to 
identify the role of Environmental Conscious Programs conducted by PENGON in 
Sustaining Resources. It also aims at identifying the importance and content of 
Environmental awareness and conscious programs amongst other programs on 
organizational level and the nature of employees' concepts about environment, 
environmental conscious, sustainable development. In addition, it aims at identifying the 
programs' target groups and methodologies used. Moreover, the research aims at 
identifying the impact of these programs on the levels of Environmental Conscious: 
Perception, Attitude and Practice.   

In conducting the research, the researcher followed the Analytical Descriptive approach. 
Data was collected by criticizing and analyzing literature review, designing two 
questionnaires, conducting telephone and face to face interviews. Data was then analyzed 
and processed statistically by using SPSS program.   

The main research results show that the Environmental Conscious Programs run by the 
PENGON do not contribute in sustaining resources in Palestine. It also shows that basic 
environment related concepts vary from one organization's employees to the other mainly 
because of different specializations of employees which also affects the methodologies 
used in the different programs.   

In addition, it is shown that there are differences in targeted groups for such programs and 
the role each of these groups play in project life cycle. In this regard, employees stated that 
governmental bodies, for instance, participate at all project cycle stages while 
governmental bodies assured that their role in general does not exceed coordination during 
implementation phases.    

And out of interviews held, Directors of 10 PENGON organizations assured that 
Environmental Conscious and Awareness programs are not integral parts of the 
organizations' programs. These fields are tackled in case a bigger environmental program is 
to be run by the organization. It is also clear from the donation portion allocated for them 
as well as the number and specialization of employees running such programs.   

Regarding Consultants' recommendations to PENGON in relation to Environmental 
Conscious and Awareness programs, PENGON as a coordination network must be 
activated in away that will guarantee more fund for such programs to sustain them on 
national level taking into consideration specializations at the organizations'' levels so as to 
decrease level of duplication.   

As for researcher's recommendations, she tried to show number of national, organizational, 
administrative and research related ones. On the national level, their must be a joint effort 
by governmental and non governmental bodies to build a national strategy for 



 
Environmental Education programs. It is also recommended to activate the PENGON as a 
coordination body. In addition, it is of great importance to activate the role of Ministry of 
Education through Health and Environment curricula in offering different classroom and 
non classroom based activities in coordination with School health and Students' activities 
departments.  

On the administrative level, the researcher recommends to foster and reinforce the amounts 
of donations allocated to the Environmental Education programs by submission of 
proposals based on Needs' Assessments and not to be Donor Driven Initiatives. In addition, 
it is of great importance to work on building the employees capacities so as to try to 
overcome the effect of specialization variation on the nature of Environmental education 
activities. Moreover, she recommends the necessity of offering different methods to 
conduct such programs that suit the different target groups  

Regarding the researcher's recommendations in the field of Scientific Research, it is 
important to have a complementary study that assesses the role of Environmental 
Conscious and Awareness programs run by PENGON from impact groups' point of view. 
In addition, it is so important that researchers verify the methodologies and tools used for 
data collection, both qualitative and quantitative; to overcome the problem of no desire 
from people to fill in questionnaires since it has been the most used tool recently which is 
resulted in boredom.    
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(Wikipedia, 2006)

 

"In biological psychology, awareness describes an animal's perception and cognitive reaction 
to a condition or event. Awareness does not necessarily   imply understanding" 
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(Wikipedia, 2004

  

"Consciousness is a quality of the mind generally regarded to comprise qualities such as 
subjectivity, self-awareness, sentience, sapience, and the ability to perceive the relationship 
between oneself and one's environment Philosophers divide consciousness into phenomenal 
consciousness which is experience itself and access consciousness which is the processing of 
the things in experience"  



25 

Perception

(Wikipedia, 2004)

 

"In psychology and the cognitive sciences, perception is the process of acquiring, interpreting, 
selecting, and organizing sensory information. Methods of studying perception range from 
essentially biological or physiological approaches, through psychological approaches to the 

often abstract thought-experiments' of mental philosophy".  

 



26 

Attitude

(Wordnet,2006)

A complex mental state involving beliefs and feelings and values and dispositions to act in 

certain ways; "he had the attitude that work was fun
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"Practice connotes a few important things in regard to life ways and ideas, commonly referring 
to how we learn and do."  
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Ncaction

 

"A concept that became widely used in the 1990s. It refers to the wise use of resources within a 
framework in which environmental, economic and social factors are integrated. It is about 
maintaining and improving the quality of life while safeguarding the quality of life of 
generations to come. It involves a number of aspects of change such as social, eg housing 

quality, crime, economic, eg jobs income, and environmental, eg air quality, resource 

conservation
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WSERU

For recent publications, research, activities and access to members of the team 
(Dr. Alfred Abed Rabbo 

 

Director, Br.David Scarpa - Chief Scientist, Reem 

Zeitoun - Chief Analyst and Manal Abed Rabbo - Lab Researcher)

  

The commitment of Bethlehem University to the needs of the local Palestinian 
community is part of its founding statement. Particular needs were identified 
following an extensive socio-economic survey conducted by the university 
during the late 1980s. The university's outreach programme was based on the 
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findings of this survey. The Water and Soil Environmental Research Unit 
(WSERU) is part of this Outreach Programme, and was established in 1988 
by the Chemistry Department. WSERU has been able to respond effectively 
to requests from a large number of municipal authorities for help and 
information on water quality issues. WSERU has set up an ongoing data base 
on the water quality of the West Bank and Gaza. The unit has also developed 
a programme for water and soil analysis for our graduates and others for 
whom such techniques are valuable in their careers.  

A comprehensive survey of the water quality of springs, wells, surface and 
network water was conducted during the early 1990s funded by the Ford 
Foundation Pollution in the Mountain Aquifer (Abed Rabbo et al., 1997). In 
1999 the WSERU team published two books, Springs in the West Bank: 
Water Quality and Chemistry , and  Wells in the West Bank: Water Quality 
and Chemistry . Subsequent research, concentrating on the southern West 
Bank has been funded by Irish Development Aid (Abed Rabbo et al., 
1998,1999).  

The West Bank is an area of water stress, and so WSERU's concern is with 
water quantity as well as quality. WSERU cooperates fully with the 
Palestinian Water Authority and also works with relevant international and 
local NGOs, academic and professional institutions. We provide data and 
make recommendations to the appropriate agencies.  
Field Work:  

WSERU conducts frequent field work studies. Following a general survey of 
the water resources throughout the entire WB( project funded by the Ford 
Foundation) Assessing Pollution and Water Quality Evaluation of the Water 
Resources of the Mountain Aquifer and the Drinking Water it Supplies, by 
Dr.Alfred Abed Rabbo, Br.David Scarpa, Ziad Qannam (1997). WSERU has 
subsequently concentrated its work in the Southern West Bank and a final 
implementation report , A Comprehensive study of the Water Resources of 
the Southwestern, Mediterranean Drainage from the Mountain Aquifer, by 
Dr.Alfred Abed Rabbo and Br.David Scarpa (1999).  

The WSERU team has subsequently engaged in sampling springs , wells, 
cisterns, reservoirs and network outlets. The WSERU lab conducted extensive 
chemical and biological analysis on collected samples. Our procedure in the 
field is to have two sampling bottles for each site. A 330 ml glass bottle is 
used for each sample intended for bacterial tests and a polyethylene, 1L bottle 
for each sample intended for chemical and heavy metal analysis. Each bottle, 
before departure, is disinfected and sterilized in the WSERU laboratory, with 
70% alcohol or by autoclave respectively. In the field, bottles are first rinsed 
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with the water intended for sampling. Each bottle is filled completely and 
placed in a cold box and taken back to the WSERU laboratory. If necessary 
additives inhibiting bacterial growth, are added to the samples. Direct 
measurements are made at each site with the WSERU field system, a Mettler 

Toledo set of probes, giving readings for temp , electrical conductivity (EC), 

total dissolved solids (TDS) and pH .
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