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Role of Charitable Societies in Social and Economic Development in
Nablus Governorate and Prospects of Their Reinforcement

Abstract

Conducted between December 2009-April 2010¢ this study sought to identify the role of
the charitable societies in both economic and social development in the Governorate of
Nablus¢ and the prospects of their reinforcement. Furthermore« the study examined the
differences: if any¢ in the averages of the subjects' responses¢ concerning the role which
the charitable societies play in realizing development in all its tracks¢ in the light of sex
academic qualification¢ sector¢ years of experience and place of work variables.

The justification for this study lies in shedding light on the roles which charitable societies
play in pushing the wheel of development process in Palestine and in Nablus Governorate
in particular. One justification was to illustrate the actual indicators of economic and social
development. Another justification was the dearth of relevant literature on this topic
coupled with the researcher's self-motivation and experience in the field.

The study population consisted of all the experts of the development work¢ and
community leaders in the governorate of Nablus¢ using the sampling method on a sample
of landing (75) expert and a leader sample for this study.

To achieve the ends of the study« the researcher developed a two-part questionnaire. The
first consisted of the independent variables of the study while the second consisted of the
study domains: economic and social development domains. After administration of the
questionnaire to the sample of the study« the researcher studied and tested the hypotheses«
and then collected and analyzed the data using the SPSS. She also calculated the
percentages¢ arithmetic means¢ and standard deviations. She also conducted the One Way
Anova to show the differences between the average of the subjects' responses¢« and Scheffe
test for comparisons to test the study hypotheses. The researcher used the descriptive
method to analyze the data and get the results. The researcher also tested the reliability and
validity of the questionnaire. They were 0.97 %¢ thus meeting the purposes of the study.

After data collection and analysis¢ it was found that 61 % of developmental work experts
believed that the charitable played an average role in achieving economic and social
development. It was also found that there were no differences in the average of the
subjects' responses which might be attributed to variables of sex¢ academic qualification¢
sector¢ place of residence¢ and years of experience. However« there were differences in the
subjects' responses concerning the role of charitable societies in social and economic
development in Nablus Governorate which might be attributed to the academic
qualification variable on the domains of industry¢« economic development¢ culture« health«
social development and total score of economic and social development. There were also
differences which might be due to years of experience in the domains of agriculture«
health¢ social development« and the total score of economic and social development.

In the light of the study findings¢ the researcher came up with a number of important
conclusions. First¢ the charitable societies contributed significantly to the promotion and
support of local industries and home economics. Second¢ the credit policy and promotion
of investment for individual work of targeted groups had a limited role due to the lack of



adequate funding for these societies. Third¢ the charitable societies supported the
agricultural sector. Fourth« the charitable societies made a real contribution to education in
Nablus Governorate through fostering the bases for voluntary work¢ encouragement of
education¢ eradication of illiteracy and deeply rooting the Palestinian identity to achieve
stability and support institutions to build the pillars of the state. Fifth¢ the charitable
societies devoted a lot of effort to the development of the health sector through free
medical work days in coordination and cooperation with specialized health organizations
and centers. This was in addition to primary health care services to children and women.
Finally« these societies provided support to the disabled community.

In the light of these findings and conclusions¢ the researcher suggests that the charitable
societies give more interest to its various achievements by pumping more financial aid to
them. The researcher also recommends that these societies explore external and internal
avenues for funding. These societies also have to facilitate procedures for membership in
them¢ making these procedures comprehensive. The researcher also suggests recruitment
of a new administrative cadre to be capable of running and implementing the societies'
activities. In addition¢ these societies are encouraged to establish credit funds to give loans
to their members through partnership with credit institutions.

Furthermore« the researcher suggests a vision for the reinforcement of the prospects of the
charitable societies. In this context¢ she suggests setting up a national strategy for the
charitable societies that take into consideration the strategic plan for the charitable societies
in Palestinian Authority's controlled areas. This in turn guarantees a wider scope for the
development of the local community within the frame of comprehensive development
issues and activate the Charitable Societies Law to strengthen their foundations and role in
participation in local community development¢ reinforcement of democratic life and
creation of partnership with the donors.
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