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Israeli media coverage of the war on Gaza in 2014

(Analytical study of the reality of the Israeli media and the confidence of
the Israeli audience with it)

Prepared by: Mohammed Khader Omar

Supervisor: Dr. Ahmad Rafeeq Awwad

Abstract

The study investigated the Israeli media coverage of the war on Gaza Strip in 2014. It
aimed at shedding light on the role of the Israeli media during the war on Gaza Strip in
2014, how it was covered in the Israeli media, to what extent Israeli people trust its media
and analysing attitudes of some Palestinian and Israeli analysts, journalists who had a role
in covering the war.

The current study was based on the descriptive approach, and it relied on analysing the
content in studying the lIsraeli media coverage according to the political and military
narration presented to the Israeli audience, and the way it portrayed the war and its
challenges. The study also used the historical approach to narrate the special historical
events related to the history and development of the Israeli media and the policy it adopted.

Significances of the study lied in its attempt to investigate the circumstances that sparked
the war on Gaza Strip, and in analysing the purposes of the Israeli media policies.

It also investigated the most important changes happened to the Israeli media coverage
during the wars against Palestinians. Thus, the war on Gaza was a model for that.
Moreover, significances of the study lied in its attempt to analyse some views and events in
the Israeli media during the war on Gaza and how they had been covered.

The study assumed that the Israeli media coverage succeeded in acquiring the Israeli
audience confidence in spite of lies and faking facts to go in line with the official narration.
Also, It assumed that the Israeli media made radical changes in covering the war on Gaza
in 2014 such as adopting the policy of the follower and leader and faking facts
professionally to portray the war view in the way the Israeli people wanted rather than
what really happened in the field.

The researcher faced several difficulties during fulfilling the research to achieve the
hopeful purposes. The most important obstacles were the difficulty to reach to the Israeli
audience directly to investigate the extent they trust the Israeli media coverage and the
official narration due to the sensitive situation between Palestinian and Israeli people.



Findings of the study showed that Israeli media had an important role not only in covering
the confrontations with Palestinians and Arabs, but also in the security field. It played both
the role of the judge and the referee who determined the loser and winner. Israeli media
also did not only narrate what had happened in the battle field, but also played an
important role in shaping features of the image

in the mind of the Israeli audience and decision-makers.

In spite of the huge capabilities of the Israeli mass media and the facilities it owned —at
least theoretically, it did not work in neutral way. It did not only present the latest sequent
events to the audience, but also it tried to portray things bigger or simpler than real.

Israeli mass media faced pressures in order not to forecast some news and events under the
pretext they worked as a hostile propaganda as the speeches of the Palestinian organisation
leaders since they aimed to create an atmosphere of fear and desperate among the Israeli
audience. The Israeli government claimed that those leaders were "enemies"”, and it was
unbelievable to grant them a platform to deliver speeches. Finally, in spite of all the
internal circumstances towards any political or military standpoint whether it was
supporter or opponent, Israeli audience relied mainly on the Israeli media and the official
narration.
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Israel News = Middle East | World | Magazine | Jewis

news.com Travel | Health & Science | Business | Tech | Art | He

Weather: 17C &5 | Tel Aviv-Yafo = ’ f Google

News

Arab media lashes out at Hamas, calls
it ‘guilty of massacre’

. . Egyptian broadcaster and Saudi newspaper blame Hamas for
Cartoon entitied "Gaza latest conflict with Israel, while some stick to criticizing Israel.

World Cup” as featured in
“Alaraby” news wehsite Roi Kais | Published: 11.07.14 , 23:08

Like their Israeli counterparts, Arab media outlets have been extensively

[ facebook covering the IDF's Operation Protective Edge. They have also conducted
& print countless interviews with analysts, delivered breaking news and published

various international condemnations. Unlike the Israeli media, however, the
2 sendtofiend finger of blame is of course firmly pointed at Israel, while the Palestinian

people are painted solely as victims.
B comment

sFollow Ynetnews on Facebook and Twitter

But during this operation it has become evident that alongside the standarc
criticism of Israel, Hamas, which has in recent years lost face among the
Arab public, has also been taking quite a bit of fire.

An example of this can be found in the Saudi newspaper “Al Watan”, which
published an editorial on Friday that slammed not only Israel, but Hamas a:
well.

Beginning with its criticism of Israel, the article wrote: “Israel claims that it
accurately hits targets. while the cameras show that among the victims thet
are innocent Palestinian families who have no knowledge of the conflict,
which renders the Israeli response against what it calls terrorism’ as a
greater type of terrorism.
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Cartoon from Jordanian newspaper Ad-Dustour

The criticism of Hamas appears later on: “The world does not deal with
Palestinians in Gaza and international organizations do not do them justice
because Hamas has a bad relationship with the world, and no matter how
right the issue is, there needs to be a leadership that can make contact with
the world for support.”

"Settlers bombing Gaza". Cartoon from United Arab Emirates newspaper "Al Bayan"

The article further explained that among other things, “Hamas's isolation. its
diplomatic impotence. its disconnection from the Authority and rebellion
against anyone who is a legitimate representative of the Palestinian people
makes it ANnear as a criminal in the Aves nf the rest nf the warld
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hitp://wew ynetn

om/articies/0,7340,L-4605!

0net Israel News | Middle East | World = Magazine | JewishV
news.com Travel | Health &Science | Business | Tech | At | nm

Wealer 14C 4>  TelAvv-Yab  + Yy f Google

News

rremium-1.606912http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-1.606912

Hamas reconstructing terror tunnels

using Israeli materials

Sources in Gaza say Hamas has started to prepare for next

Hamas'unnets conflict with Israel, group said shifting war strategy in wake of
F ter: Iron Dome, from long-range missiles to short-ranged mortars,

coupled with multiple terror cell attacks. @ HAARE Wednesday, Warch 15, 2017
o ElorLevy | Published: 19,4214 0928 I Adar 17, 5777 Time i Israel: 8:37 PM

& prat
Hamas has been commandeering buliding materiais from Israel transferred
2 sendioMiend into the Gaza Strip for reconstruction for the purpose of rebuilding its
offensive ‘terror tunnels', Ynet has leamned from sources inside Gaza - only

Israel News (o] News  World News dle East News Jewish World

® comment I "
four montzy afier 8 50:0ay war which saw Isiaet tarpet e funnéts. el's Haaretz | News Ahead of Haaretz | News Linda Sarsour:
*Follow Ynetnews on Facebook and Twitter Is Concert, Right-wingers Seek to Zionism and Feminism Are
Meanwhile. a Code Red ocket aleft siren was heard in Israef's Eshkol 1ely ... I (Sl S 2 ozl
Regional Council localed close to the Gaza border, indicaling a rocket was
fired at Israel. It was later confirmed the focket had tanded in Israeltefriory. From the Web Recommended by &utbrain

Gaza was blockaded by Israel and Egypt for years before the summer's

Operation Protective Edge. which ended in August, partly because terrorists

were using materials 10 buld fortfications and tunnels under the border. Only

in mid-October did Israel allow new materials to start entering the Sirip - their

oversight a key point In the ceasefire agreement between Isfael and Hamas. Home > Israel News

Israel Bombs Empty Gaza Hospital,
Calling It Hamas Command Center

Al-Wafa hospital was empty, after its patients and medical staff left on July 17. IDF said
the strike was aimed at 'specific terror targets within the hospital compound.'

Gili Cohen, Amira Hass and Jack Khoury | Jul 23, 2014 11:45 PM
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