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Impact of Israeli policies on development in Palestine
Prepared by: Adli Khalil Yazori

Supervisor: D. Ayman Shaheen

Abstract:

This study is dedicated to research the impact of Israeli policies on development in
Palestine between 1994 and 2005. The study provides a general background on the
economic and social situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) during
this period, during which the Palestinian society was hostage to forceful relationships
controlled by systematic policies of successive Israeli governments since 1967. These
relations have led to structural distortions in the Palestinian society in general, and the
Palestinian economy in particular. The economy has seen an over expansion in the
services sector as well as other marginal sectors on the expenfse the developmental
and productive activities.

Since the establishment of the Palestinian Authority in 1994, the Israeli government
has continued to impose policies and measures that strangulated the Palestinian
economy that caused de-development under the pretext of 'security exigencies'.
These policies have undermined any hopes that “economic fruits of peace”, which
have been further undermined since the outbreak of the Alagsa intifada.

The study presents the most important structural distortions in the Palestinian
productive sectors and the trade relations with the outside world, especially with
Israel. It also addresses the most important changes that occurred in the Palestinian
economy, and the developments that the governmental institutions, social sectors,
infrastructure, and public facilities have underwent during this period. Moreover, the
study presents the damages that the Palestinian society has sustained as a result of
the Israeli policies and practices.

Given its multidisciplinary nature and its historical scope, the study employs various
methodologies. The different themes of the study require an appropriate method of
data gathering and analysis. The analytical historical methodology is used to track
the history of the researched area. Also, the analytical descriptive methodology is
used to research the problem as it is in reality. Moreover, the content analysis
methodology is used in the reading, analyzing and constructing of the contents of
documents and statistics. The study also depends on variety of other sources;
including interviews with relevant individuals.

The significance of the study is owed to its attempt to identify a vision to minimize
the impact of the Israeli policies on development in the OPT by understanding these
policies and their serious reflections on the future of the Palestinian people.

The Study concludes that there is a pressing need by Palestinians to strengthen and
promote the capabilities of the Palestinian society, without reliance on the external
sources; be they international aid or unbalanced dependency on the relationship with
Israel.
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