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Repercussions of the foreign policy orientations of the Arab countries on
the relations of the Arab citizens with each other in digital game rooms:

the PUBG game as a model
Prepared by: Diaa Ahmad Saleh Houshieh
Supervised by: Dr. Mueen Alkou’

Abstract

This study mainly aimed at Repercussions of the foreign policy orientations of the Arab
countries on the relations of the Arab citizens with each other in digital game rooms: the
PUBG game as a model. This exploratory study relied on observation and in-depth
interviews with a convenience sample of Palestinian and Arab PUBG players (n= 30) The
results showed that there was a negative impact on the relations of the Palestinian players
with the players who belong to the countries that normalized their relations with the
occupation country until it came to the point that the player chose his teammate according
to nationality. Although some Arab countries have normalized their relations with the
occupying state, the results of the study showed that most Arab players refuse to confront
players from the occupying state based on their firm beliefs and orientations, even if it
costs them to lose international competitions in the game of PUBG. The discussions that
prevailed through the game of PUBG regarding the issue of normalization and other
controversial matters, in the absence of an authority restricting these discussions, are in
line with Habermas’s vision in the theory of the public sphere, which assumed that
communicative democratic action must be within the framework of a critical discourse free
from authoritarian obligations and restrictions.

Keywords: Foreign policy, PUBG, in-depth interviews, normalization, Palestine.
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