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"Dramatization and Substitution in the Sign Process - Metras' Coverage
of the Al-Aqgsa Flood" on Instagram as a Case Study

Prepared by: Rand Abd Alkareem Sameeh Alrimawi

Supervised by: Dr. Walid Al- Shurafa

Abstract

The study aimed to reveal the iconic and symbolic presence in the textual and visual
production of the Metras platform, as an active semantic component in the process of moral
and symbolic production. This study draws on Roland Barthes' approach to the semiological
analysis of visible and latent signs in images, and ideological analysis as capable of
interpreting intentions and effects. This was combined with the tactic of drama and the
trajectory of active forces in an in-depth analytical study of 30 Metras platform posts on its
Instagram account over a period of six months, beginning October 7, 2023.

The study concluded that the iconic and symbolic presence of signs reinterpreted the image
of resistance in Gaza in a language of displacement, in which visual conventions transcend
natural meanings, in favor of a magical, mythical cultural operation that evokes the euphoria
of victory and connotations of superiority and power. This is within the framework of
strategies of symbolic substitution and alternation, in which facts intertwine with myths,
seeking to legitimize actors and their rhetorical authority. At the level of drama techniques,
the rational dimension has been destroyed in favor of feeling and sensation, within a
sophisticated semantic mechanism charged with emotional reactions, within a hyper-reality
in which the idea of Israel has ended, versus another reality in which it has not. Drama
manifests itself through its engagement with technology to create emotional amplification,
through the audio-visual vibrations it creates, and through playing with and intensifying the
senses, contributing to the recipient's immersion within the authority imposed by the context
and systems.

In a contextual orientation during which interpretational choices are halted, the barricade of
its reference and system is legitimized by summoning major symbolic texts and employing
substitution within argumentative rules. This results in a representational system in which
actors and objects are reconfigured with new identities, references, and binaries, such as
(Allah — The Fighter) versus (Disbelievers- Occupation Soldiers), reflecting desires
intertwined with the presence or absence of legitimate authority within various fields.

Keywords: Dramatization, substitution, sign, Metras, Al-Agsa Flood.
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