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The Sa‘di Quarter of Ottoman Jerusalem

Muhammad Ghosheh

This thesis is the first detailed architectural and historical study of
one of the Islamic neighborhoods in Jerusalem - the Sa‘di Quarter,
located between Damascus Gate and Herod's Gate, north of the Via
Dolorosa. Information in the study is based on a number of primary
sources, such as the records of the Islamic Law Court and other
administrative and historical records and unedited manuscripts, in
addition to published primary sources and secondary scholarly
publications, as well as the architectural documentation of a number of

buildings in the quarter.

This study consists of six chapters in two volumes. An introduction
about the most important Ottoman buildings in Jerusalem is followed
by Chapter One, which summarizes the history of the Sa‘di Quarter,
beginning from its establishment in the Ayyubid period, through the

Mamluk period, to the Ottoman period, on which the thesis focuses.

Chapter Two then examines the geography and topography of the quarter
and Chapter Three discusses some of the general features of the

quarter and the plans of its buildings in the Ottoman period, such as the



common characteristics of the houses, as recorded in the Islamic Law
Court records, and such features as courtyards, markets, and alleys.

The network of streets and alleys in the quarter are examined next.

Chapter Four discusses the Sa‘di family in Jerusalem and their roots
since they came to the city after its capture from the Crusaders in
1187. The Banu Sa‘d were not an Arab tribe, but rather an order of Sufis
who participated in the capture of the city. The chapter then turns to
some of the prominent families in the Ottoman period, their places of

residence, endowments, and professions, which they often inherited.

Chapter Five investigates the more notable historic buildings in the
quarter, a number of which have not been studied before. Among them
are two structures of which no trace survives: the Zawiyah al-Sa‘diyah
with the magam of Shaykh Sa‘d and the al-Da‘iyah Gate in the north city
wall. Also examined is the Zawiyah al-Lu’lu’iyah founded near the
Damascus Gate in the Mamluk period, although most of its extant
architectural and decorative features date to the Ottoman period. Next
is the oven of Da’ud ibn al-Asyad, known in the Ottoman period as the
oven of al-Shaykh San‘ Allah al-Dayri, and the Mosque of al-Shaykh
Rihan, which contains the grave of al-Shaykh ‘Ala’ al-Din al-Khalwati,

not Abu Rihanah, the Companion of the Prophet.



Chapter Five also examines the Zawiyah al-Mawlawiyah; the Mosque of
al-Ma’dhanah al-Hamra’; a soap factory near Damascus Gate; a coffee
house; the grave of ‘Abd al-Karim al-Jurbaji; and the house and grave of
al-Shaykh Mansur; the Dar Salamlik, later known as the Dar Waqf
Mamluk; the Dar Waqf Amin al-Din, later known as the Dar Waqf Tahbub

al-Umawi; and the Dar of al-Shaykh Muhammad al-Mawlawi.

Chapter Six defines the characteristics of the architectural and
decorative features and inscriptions of the Ottoman buildings in the

quarter, and compares them with other areas to determine influences.

In a second volume are appendixes that reproduce a number of legal
documents related to the quarter and several tables. A list of primary
and secondary sources follows, while architectural plans and drawings
and photographs of the buildings of the quarter and maps conclude the

thesis.
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