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“The Key Actors in Hamas’ Victory Discourses during the Gaza War”

Prepared by: Wafa Nahel Abd Al-Salam Sarsour
Supervised by: Dr. Walid Al- Shurafa

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate how Hamas fraction employed the trajectory of effective and
illocutionary forces in its discourse during the October 7, 2023, war on Gaza, utilizing
discourse mechanisms to reinforce a "symbolic victory" despite the evident human and
material losses borne by Gaza over nearly two years. Hamas relied on a precise distribution
of rhetorical roles among its spokespersons, alongside the employment of religious and
historical references and values such as martyrdom, resistance, dignity, sanctities, martyrs,
prisoners, children, women, liberation, and justice, to frame and establish a narrative of
victory and nationalism in its discourse. The researcher adopted a discourse analysis
methodology, employing critical discourse analysis tools to explore and uncover the
trajectory of effective forces.

The analysis was grounded in the theoretical frameworks of Michel Foucault, Régis Debray,
and Norman Fairclough’s social discourse analysis, as well as the technique of analyzing
active forces, to reveal the authority of discourse exercised over the audience to solidify the
image of victory and shape their opinions and beliefs. The study’s findings confirmed that
Hamas redefined the concepts of victory and defeat in its discourses through applying a
series of rhetorical formations that are engaging with language. The fraction's discourse
excluded any narrative contradicting the victory narrative it sought to establish during the
war, positioning itself as the master of the battlefield and the author with the authority to
name, judge, exclude, and determine what is true or false.

Consequently, every act of resistance, regardless of its consequences or objectives, was
portrayed as a sign of steadfastness and victory, even if it was symbolic. The discourse thus
became a field for producing meanings and shaping and directing Palestinian public opinion
specifically, and Arab and global opinion generally, through the trajectory of effective forces
within the discourse, which exerted its formidable authority.

As Foucault states, discourse “appears simple on the surface, but the forms of prohibition
that surround it reveal early on its connection to desire and power—how could it not, when
it is what we struggle for and with, and the power we seek to seize.”

Keywords: Discourse Analysis; Discursive Formations; The Key Actors Analysis;
Mediology; Meaning Production; Ideological Structures; Al-Agsa Flood (as a
signifier) Victory (as a symbolic construct).
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Ajmal 3gng V't oS50 p e sy cAbpnal) Jhtig ] B oSami Al 4851 JIS ]y alSial
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Gl (A Lbyre lelaiil 2 V] a5 Y cdnllad LSl Glaghy Qladlly paill o Gus
DY) o e e Y ¢SS Gldad Hla LS (pna (ggaiae paill cail LalSh ¢ 2050
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st Ll 0sS A dpe L) A lad) e o5 ¢l Jsie (3 JISEBU el Jaal) e A5y
. (Fairclough, 1992)a.a3)gll Zoalal) doeLaa¥) Al 4 dau),
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dacyd e sy cpall Glpae o Lasie Lyshaad laas s Lo dasielly yuaill o pualial)
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OB 4iyi93 Gy daylay Lal g canaliall oo ail)gual JiSiig aile Ly 45))gualy Rl o
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olas oy i) aail) Gias el alas 838 O (e 02l e = 2007 ohsia/ sis

23



il (& 2SSl Kl e ¢3a e Jandads (90 (e el iadie) a8l e Laall
s Y|
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e &1L Gulan il o  cdanal Lgilaal dadly s Jilya) o ) Al sda Caals
g L8] e 508 I3 Y Gales cul€y gl Gules oy cpall ") dal ) O e Y
Ol ¢l damig elly e ) s S Gl DY) US e a2l e ¢ aills ba)sgen
copall lgerdiey (Al Ganliall ge Hhill Gk ¢S 2 ) DA adage saaTy eaill Gl
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