2010 -1864

2011- 1432



2011- 1432



2010 -1864

2011 /02 /10

{7%%¢ o

= ';.';f-'“"'_fjm
e @ﬁ

-

< ehs

2011- 1432

20714299 :






2011/2/10 :



i Ml



(1995

.15



(10 -7 -

.1864

. (2001 125 : ).

((1)



223 : ) .
(2009 17

(147 : ).

(2010



(99 - 94



)

(




22 « 1516 24
1811 1 AS517

1864






Abstract

The existence of nations is mostly linked with their history. And Circassians have
neglected to write their own history, so it was written on their behalf. The reason behind
this neglect is the illiteracy that was prevalent among them and the exposure to a long
series of wars and disasters. Today, many in the Arab world assume that Circassians are
nothing but remnants of the Mamluks who ruled Egypt and the Levant; that they were
defeated by the Ottoman Sultan Selim I in the battle of Mercidabik (Marjdabik) near
Aleppo on 24 August 1516, and then in Raidaniyah near Cairo, January 22, 1517; that
Mohammed Pasha masterminded the famous “Castle Massacre” for them on 1 March
1811 and scattered their survivors across Nuba, Sudan and Libya. Moreover, Arabs are
ignorant of the real origins of Circassians and assume they are of Turkish origin. Arabs
also do not know the reason behind the Circassians’ settlement in the Arab world and are
ignorant of their migration methods, and that there is a difference between Chechens,
Dagestanis and Circassians, who are different despite their shared geography.

This study focuses on identifying their ethnic and historic origin, as well as their historical
relationship with Asia Minor and Mesopotamia and the Levant and Egypt. It also
addresses their place of origin, language, religion, customs and traditions, social system,
tribes and places of their dispersal in the Arab world, as well as the Ottoman role in this
dispersal and the Ottoman’s attempt to exploit them in many different ways.

This research discusses the Russian wars on the Caucasians, which lasted nearly two
centuries, and the Russo-Ottoman Wars, and the role of Islamic Sufi movement
(Muridism) up until the year 1864, the day the Russo-Caucasian war ended and the start of
the large scale Circassian displacement to the territory of the Ottoman State, which moved
more than 150,000 Circassians to the Balkans. The research will also shed light on the
position of European countries especially Britain and France, towards the Circassian issue.

In a separate chapter, this research addresses the issue of genocide and the uprooting of the
Circassian people, and the plot for their displacement as well as its objectives. It will also
highlight the places that absorbed the displaced in accordance with international
agreements that were set prior to the process of displacement, whether in the Balkans or
Anatolia or in the Arab world.

In another chapter the research focuses on the Circassians in Arab societies, and the
development of Arab-Circassian relations, and the immersion of Circassians in Arab
culture and their relationship with liberation movements and Arab policy. It also addresses
the growing sense of nationalism of Circassians, and highlights the role of Circassian
associations, schools, books, studies and libraries and the role of the media and satellite
channels in the creation of a new case of advancement within the Circassian community.

Finally, the research deals with the expected fate of the Circassians of the Arab world,
based on the transition of their cause from an issue of displacement to that of nationalism.
It also highlights the Arab and western attitudes towards the Circassians, the Russian
position vis-a-vis the Circassians, which was renewed after the Soviet Union’s
disintegration and Russia's recognition of the historical injustice inflicted upon the
Circassians and Caucasians in general as well as Russia’s establishment of Circassian and
Caucasian entities under the name of republics within the Russian Federation. The



research also delves into the expected fate of the Circassians of the Arab world who will
choose to either return to the Caucasus or get integrated or to stay in their places of
settlement while maintaining their national identity.

This research also contains documentary appendices that would benefit those who wish to
study the Circassian issue from its different facets
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