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Abstract

The study examines how the collapse of the Ottoman Empire—the entity traditionally 
responsible for safeguarding Islamic holy sites—precipitated severe post-World 
War I political and economic challenges that directly hindered restoration efforts 
at Al-Aqsa Mosque. This historical reality raises critical questions regarding how 
WKHVH�GHVWDELOL]LQJ�FRQGLWLRQV�LQÁXHQFHG�WKH�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�DUFKLWHFWV��VKDSHG�SURMHFW�
management, and complicated the procurement of the funding necessary to execute 
the restorations in accordance with required engineering standards. Within this 
analytical framework, the study posits that, although the Supreme Islamic Council 
entrusted the Jerusalemite engineer Rushdi Al-Imam Al-Husseini with supervising the 
restoration of Al-Aqsa Mosque architect, it was, however, suggested to the Council 
to summon the architect Ahmed Kamal El-Din from Turkey to carry out this task. 
The research study aims to uncover the underlying reasons behind this preference. 
The study posits that Ahmad Kamal al-Din visited Jerusalem during the late Ottoman 
era, between 1910 and 1912, to evaluate the structural integrity of the monuments 
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for restoration purposes, a pre-war survey that demonstrates the Ottoman Empire 
had actively planned maintenance operations at Al-Aqsa Mosque prior to its eventual 
defeat. Ultimately, this early site visit provided Ahmad Kamal al-Din with precise, 
ÀUVWKDQG�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�WKH�VWUXFWXUDO�GDPDJH�DQG�ÀVVXUHV��ZKLFK�ODWHU�
enabled him to contribute effectively to the restoration project once the Supreme 
Muslim Council assumed institutional oversight.

Keywords: Jerusalem, Al-Aqsa Mosque Restoration, Supreme Islamic Council, architect 
Ahmed Kamal El-Din.

Introduction

$O�$TVD�0RVTXH�LV�UHYHUHG�LQ�,VODP�DV�´WKH�ÀUVW�RI�WKH�WZR�4LEOD·V�DQG�WKH�WKLUG�RI�
the two Holy Sanctuaries”, a sacred site whose surroundings are a marvel divinely 
blessed by God Almighty. Spanning an area of 144 dunams, the mosque complex 
HQFRPSDVVHV� QXPHURXV� SURPLQHQW� DUFKLWHFWXUDO� ODQGPDUNV� WKDW� UHÁHFW� LWV� GHHS�
UHOLJLRXV�DQG�KLVWRULFDO�VLJQLÀFDQFH��7KLV�LPPHQVH�VDQFWLW\�SURPSWHG�&DOLSK�2PDU�
bin Al-Khattab to open and visit Jerusalem, where he issued the Assurance of Omar 
(Al-Uhda al-Umariyya) to its inhabitants and subsequently proceeded to the site of 
Al-Aqsa Mosque to order the construction of a modest house of worship modeled 
after early Islamic mosques, thereby symbolizing the spiritual bond of Muslims to 
this location. With the rise of Umayyad rule, the sanctuary underwent a monumental 
architectural transformation that included the construction of Al-Qibli Mosque and 
the Dome of the Rock, alongside the Domes of the Chain and Ascension, as well as 
reconstructed perimeter walls and monumental gates. This grand enterprise reached 
FRPSOHWLRQ�XQGHU�WKH�RYHUVLJKW�RI�$O�:DOLG�ELQ�$EGXO�0DOLN��ZKRVH�ÀQDO�VWUXFWXUDO�
touches established Al-Aqsa Mosque as one of the most prominent religious and 
architectural icons in Bilad al-Sham.

Throughout Islamic history, the mosque received exceptional care from successive 
caliphs and sultans, undergoing numerous restoration campaigns necessitated by 
natural disasters and warfare. Following the defeat of the Ottoman Empire in World 
War I, the responsibility for safeguarding the sanctuary transitioned to the local 
community, culminating in the 1922 establishment of the Supreme Muslim Council, 
ZKLFK� ZDV� VSHFLÀFDOO\� WDVNHG� ZLWK� SUHVHUYLQJ� ,VODPLF� DQWLTXLWLHV� DQG� KLVWRULF�
buildings throughout Palestine in general and the city of Jerusalem in particular.

Consequently, the Supreme Muslim Council commissioned the Jerusalemite engineer 
Rushdi al-Imam al-Husseini to evaluate the structural integrity of Al-Aqsa Mosque, 
GHWHUPLQH� WKH� H[WHQW� RI� LWV� VWUXFWXUDO� GDPDJH� DQG� ÀVVXUHV�� VXEPLW� WKH� QHFHVVDU\�
technical recommendations, and estimate the total cost of the restoration. However, 
Husseini proposed securing the expertise of the Turkish architect Ahmad Kamal al-
Din to spearhead this undertaking, a recommendation that raises critical questions 
regarding the underlying motives behind this selection and the exact nature of his 
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role, particularly given the severe political and economic adversities that hindered 
post-Ottoman restoration efforts and the steep challenges associated with securing 
WKH� ÀVFDO� FDSLWDO� UHTXLUHG� WR� FRPSOHWH� WKH� SURMHFW� LQ� DFFRUGDQFH� ZLWK� UHTXLUHG�
engineering standards.

Accordingly, this study addresses a sequence of pivotal research questions: Who was 
the architect Ahmad Kamal al-Din, and what was the precise nature of his role within 
WKH�$O�$TVD� 0RVTXH� UHVWRUDWLRQ� SURMHFW"�:KDW� VSHFLÀF� HQJLQHHULQJ� GHVLJQV� DQG�
SURMHFWV�GLG�KH�SURSRVH��DQG�GLG�KLV�SURSRVDOV�UHFHLYH�WKH�RIÀFLDO�HQGRUVHPHQW�DQG�
backing of the Supreme Muslim Council? Furthermore, did he ultimately succeed 
LQ�H[HFXWLQJ�KLV�PLVVLRQ��DQG�ZDV�KLV�LQYROYHPHQW�FRQÀQHG�VWULFWO\�WR�HQJLQHHULQJ�
oversight, or did it extend to soliciting funding from across the wider Islamic world? 
Finally, was his labor performed on a voluntary basis or compensated via a salary, 
was he the sole Turkish architect operating within the technical restoration staff, and 
how have architectural specialists subsequently evaluated his contributions to this 
landmark project?

7KH�VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI�WKLV�VWXG\�OLHV�LQ�LWV�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�D�SLYRWDO�WUDQVLWLRQDO�SKDVH�
LQ� WKH� UHVWRUDWLRQ� KLVWRU\� RI�$O�$TVD�0RVTXH³VSHFLÀFDOO\�� WKH� SRVW�2WWRPDQ� HUD�
under the oversight of the Supreme Muslim Council, which witnessed a fundamental 
shift in the administrative mechanisms governing Islamic holy sites. To construct a 
comprehensive overview of this primary restoration phase and the precise conditions 
under which it was executed, this study relies on a diverse array of primary source 
PDWHULDOV��7KHVH�LQFOXGH�WKH�RIÀFLDO�DUFKLYDO�UHFRUGV�RI�WKH�6XSUHPH�0XVOLP�&RXQFLO�
preserved at the Foundation for the Revival of Islamic Heritage and Research and 
the Al-Aqsa Mosque Library in Jerusalem, alongside the Turkish Engineering 
Archive, contemporary Palestinian newspapers, and the published documentation of 
British engineer Ernest Richmond, who served as the Director of Antiquities for the 
Government of Palestine.

First: The birth and upbringing of Ahmed Kamal El-Din

Ahmed Kamal El-Din, known as Kemalettin Bey or Mimar Kemalettin, was born in 
,VWDQEXO�LQ������WR�D�PLGGOH�FODVV�2WWRPDQ�IDPLO\��%DOF×��������SS�����²������+LV�
IDWKHU��$OL�%H\��VHUYHG�DV�DQ�RIÀFHU�LQ�WKH�2WWRPDQ�1DY\��ZKLFK�XQGHUZHQW�VXEVWDQWLDO�
modernization during the reign of Sultan Abdülaziz to emerge as a premier naval 
SRZHU�RI�WKH�HUD��+LV�PRWKHU��6DGEHUN�+DQLP��H[HUWHG�D�SURIRXQG�LQÁXHQFH�RQ�KLV�
early upbringing due to his father’s perennial deployments across various ports of the 
2WWRPDQ�(PSLUH��.DPDO�DO�'LQ�UHFHLYHG�KLV�SULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�DW�WKH�úEUDKLP�$ùD�
6FKRRO��úOKDQ�	�6HOLP���������,Q�������KLV�IDWKHU·V�PLOLWDU\�UHDVVLJQPHQW�EURXJKW�WKH�
family to Crete, where he enrolled in a private academy established for the children 
RI�PLOLWDU\� RIÀFHUV� DW� WKH� 6RXGD� VKLS\DUG� QDYDO� FRPPDQG� KHDGTXDUWHUV�� VWXG\LQJ�
French, philosophy, geography, and mathematics. His mathematics instructor, 
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Mehmet Nihad, played a decisive role in shaping his academic trajectory by fostering 
DQ�DSWLWXGH�IRU�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�WKDW�XOWLPDWHO\�JXLGHG�.DPDO�DO�'LQ�WRZDUG�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�
engineering (Yavuz, 2015). Upon returning to Istanbul, he completed his secondary 
HGXFDWLRQ�DW�WKH�ûHPV�OPDDULI�6FKRRO��<DYX]��������

In 1887, Ahmad Kamal al-Din enrolled in the School of Civil Engineering (Hendese-i 
Mülkiye), an institution established just three years prior in 1884. During this period, 
the German architect August Jachmund was appointed to the faculty to teach 
architectural design, while concurrently being commissioned by the Rumeli Railway 
Company to design the Sirkeci Railway Station (Yavuz, 1981, p. 59). Construction 
on the station commenced in 1888 and concluded in 1890, a milestone project that 
elevated the professional stature of both Jachmund and his student, Ahmad Kamal 
al-Din, within architectural circles. Following his graduation from the institute in 
1891, Ahmad Kamal al-Din was appointed as Jachmund’s teaching assistant, a role 
he maintained for the subsequent four years (Kartal & Kartal, 2020, p. 324).

Ahmad Kamal al-Din later established a private practice outside the academy, 
where he executed his earliest architectural designs. The stylistic composition of 
WKH�VWUXFWXUHV�KH�GHVLJQHG�GXULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG�ZDV�GHHSO\�LQÁXHQFHG�E\�WKH�6LUNHFL�
Station project, an aesthetic lineage clearly visible in buildings such as the Edirne 
Railway Station, the Imperial Ministry of Endowments ((YNDI�×�+�Pk\�Q�1H]kUHWL), 
and the Ministry of War (Seraskerat) building in Istanbul (Yavuz, 1981, p. 58). He 
subsequently traveled to Germany to pursue advanced architectural studies on a 
fellowship recommended by his mentor, Dr. Jachmund, after which he returned to 
Istanbul in 1900 to work within governmental architectural departments for two years 
(Yavuz, 1981, pp. 55–56).

7KH�HUD�LQ�ZKLFK�DUFKLWHFW�$KPDG�.DPDO�DO�'LQ�DFKLHYHG�SURPLQHQFH�LV�GHÀQHG�DV�
WKH�)LUVW�1DWLRQDO�$UFKLWHFWXUDO�3HULRG��DQ�LQÁXHQWLDO�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�PRYHPHQW�ZKRVH�
activity spanned the twilight years of the Ottoman Empire and the formative years of 
the early Turkish Republic, generally between 1908 and 1930. In historiographical 
discourse, this movement is recognized under several alternative designations, 
including the National Architectural Style, National Architecture, the Neo-Classical 
Style, the National Architectural Renaissance, the Turkish Neo-Classical Style, 
the Ankara Style, the National Ottoman Renaissance, and National Constitutional 
$UFKLWHFWXUH��%DOF×��������S�������

The emergence of this novel architectural trajectory was closely tied to the arrival of 
several European-trained architects in the Ottoman Empire to oversee major urban 
SURMHFWV��ZLWK� WKHLU� GHVLJQV� UHÁHFWLQJ� WKH� EURDGHU�:HVWHUQL]DWLRQ� WUHQGV� VZHHSLQJ�
WKH� HPSLUH�� 3URPLQHQW� DPRQJ� WKHVH� ÀJXUHV� ZHUH�$OH[DQGUH�9DOODXU\� DQG�$XJXVW�
Jachmund, who championed an eclectic style that juxtaposed European and traditional 
Ottoman motifs. Furthermore, their role in mentoring and training pioneering Turkish 
architects, such as Ahmad Kamal al-Din and Vedat Tek, proved instrumental in laying 
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the conceptual groundwork for the rise of the First National Architectural Style 
�%DOF×��������S�������

In 1908, Ahmed Kamal El-Din founded the Society of Ottoman Architects and 
Engineers with an initial roster of twenty-one members, including a limited number 
of Turkish architects – most notably Ahmed Kamal El-Din himself, Vedat Bayez, 
and Halil Ethem Bey. This organizational composition accurately mirrored the 
SURIHVVLRQDO� UHDOLWLHV�RI� WKH� HUD��ZKHUH�PLQRULW\� DUFKLWHFWV� FRPSULVHG�D� VLJQLÀFDQW�
SHUFHQWDJH� RI� WKH� GHVLJQ� ÀHOG�� ZKLOH� HWKQLF� 7XUNLVK� SURIHVVLRQDOV� SUHGRPLQDQWO\�
occupied the engineering sector. Although the society ceased its operations at the end 
of 1912, it was subsequently reactivated in 1919 (Yavuz, 1981, p. 63).

An evaluation of Ahmad Kamal al-Din’s architectural portfolio reveals that the 
decade spanning 1909 to 1919 marked the zenith of his professional productivity, 
characterized by structural diversity and innovation across multiple sectors. The 
GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�KLV�FRPPLVVLRQV�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKDW�KH�GLG�QRW�FRQÀQH�KLV�SUDFWLFH�WR�
a singular structural typology; instead, he designed palaces, mosques, educational 
institutions, mausoleums, administrative buildings, hotels, and hospitals, thereby 
UHÁHFWLQJ� KLV� YHUVDWLOLW\� LQ� DGDSWLQJ� WR� WKH� HYROYLQJ� IXQFWLRQDO� GHPDQGV� RI� ODWH�
Ottoman society. Within residential architecture, he designed several luxurious and 
functional estates for prominent dignitaries, including the Ismail Pasha Palace, the 
+DOLO�3DVKD�3DODFH� LQ�1LüDQWDü×��D�KLOOVLGH�YLOOD�RQ� WKH�5XPHOLKLVDU×� VORSHV� IRU� WKH�
IRUPHU�%HUOLQ�DPEDVVDGRU�*DOLS�%H\��WKH�$KPHW�5DW×S�3DVKD�3DODFH�LQ�dDPO×FD��DQG�
WKH�6XOWDQ�5HüDG�3DODFH�LQ� WKH�2UWDN|\�JURYH��.DUWDO�	�.DUWDO��������S�������

Within religious architecture, his portfolio includes the Mecidiye Mosque in 
<HüLON|\���������WKH�.DPHU�+DWXQ�0RVTXH�LQ�%H\RùOX���������WKH�.XORùOX�0RVTXH�
LQ� %RVWDQF×� �������� WKH� %HEHN�0RVTXH� �������� DQG� WKH� (PLQH� +DWXQ�0RVTXH� LQ�
%DN×UN|\�.DUWDOWHSH� �FRQVWUXFWHG�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������� WKHUHE\�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�
KLV�SURÀFLHQF\�LQ�IXVLQJ�VDFUHG�VSDFHV�ZLWK�WUDGLWLRQDO�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�LGHQWLW\��,Q�WKH�
HGXFDWLRQDO�VHFWRU��KH�GHVLJQHG�WKH�)HWKL\H�6FKRRO�LQ�dDUüDPED�EHWZHHQ������DQG�
1919, the Kamer Hatun School in 1911, the Faik Efendi School in Istanbul-Alemdar 
DIWHU�������WKH�8üDN�9RFDWLRQDO�6FKRRO��D�VWXGHQW�GRUPLWRU\�LQ�,VWDQEXO�ûHK]DGHEDü×��
DQG�WKH�5HüDGL\H�6FKRRO�LQ�������VKRZFDVLQJ�KLV�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�DGYDQFLQJ�FLYLF�DQG�
HGXFDWLRQDO� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH� �%DOF×��������SS�����²�����

His contributions to funerary architecture and monuments encompass the Ahmed 
Cevat Pasha Tomb in Fatih (1901), the Gazi Osman Pasha Tomb (1901–1902), 
WKH�$OL�5×]D� 3DVKD�0DXVROHXP�� WKH�+�VQ��3DVKD�0DXVROHXP�� WKH�0DXVROHXP�RI�
6XOWDQ�0HKPHG�5HüDG�9�LQ�(\�S���������DQG�WKH�0DKPXG�ûHYNHW�3DVKD�7RPE�LQ�
ûLüOL��XQGHUVFRULQJ�KLV�GHHS�UHYHUHQFH�IRU�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�DQG�V\PEROLF�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�
architecture. Furthermore, his expertise extended across administrative, commercial, 
hospitality, and healthcare structures; this is evident in the Immigrant Guesthouse in 
+D\GDUSDüD�� WKH�3ORYGLY�5DLOZD\�6WDWLRQ�EXLOGLQJ� �������� WKH�ROG�(GLUQH�5DLOZD\�
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Station building designed after 1911 (completed in 1914 and inaugurated in 1930), the 
%DQG×UPD�*RYHUQPHQW�+RXVH��DQG�WKH�$\G×Q�)RXQGDWLRQV�'LUHFWRUDWH��7KLV�H[SDQVLYH�
UHSHUWRLUH�DOVR�IHDWXUHG�ÀYH�KRWHOV�LQ�,VWDQEXO�FRQVWUXFWHG�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������
WKH�9DN×I�*XUHED�+RVSLWDO�EXLOW�DIWHU�������DQG�WKH�&RPPLWWHH�RI�8QLRQ�DQG�3URJUHVV�
&OXE�LQ�(GLUQH��������� UHÁHFWLQJ�WKH�VKHHU�EUHDGWK�RI�KLV�VWUXFWXUDO�YHUVDWLOLW\�DQG�
FDSDFLW\� IRU� FURVV�IXQFWLRQDO� LQQRYDWLRQ� �%DOF×�� ������ SS�� ���²������ &ROOHFWLYHO\��
these works embody his deliberate balance between tradition and modernity, whereby 
he safeguarded Ottoman architectural heritage while seamlessly accommodating the 
functional requirements of the modern era, establishing the 1909–1919 decade as a 
pivotal epoch for understanding the evolution of late Ottoman architecture.

Ahmad Kamal al-Din passed away in Ankara on July 13, 1927, after suffering a 
cerebral hemorrhage at his residence, which was situated within the Ankara Palas 
construction site. His remains were subsequently transferred to Istanbul on July 16 
DQG�LQWHUUHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRXUW\DUG�RI�WKH�%H\D]×W�0RVTXH��ZKHUH�KLV�
gravesite was fully restored in 2007 with the addition of a commemorative monument 
erected in his honor. In recognition of his enduring contributions to architectural 
history, the Central Bank of the Republic of Turkey issued a twenty-lira banknote 
featuring his portrait in 2009 (see Figure 1) (Al-Jami’a al-Arabiyya newspaper, 
August 14, 1927, Issue 59, p. 3; Yavuz, 2015, p. 23).

Figure 1: The 20 Turkish lira banknote

Second: Summoning Ahmed Kamal El-Din to Jerusalem

Following the establishment of the British Mandate, the Supreme Muslim Council assumed 
operational control over Islamic endowments (Awqaf) and Sharia courts in Palestine in 
1922. The Council’s immediate administrative priority was initiating the comprehensive 
restoration of the standing structures within the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound—most notably 
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the Al-Aqsa congregational mosque, the Dome of the Rock, and the surrounding network of 
historic madrasas, gates, and minarets. This urgent intervention was necessitated by the severe 
GHWHULRUDWLRQ�RI� WKHVH�KLVWRULF�PRQXPHQWV�XQGHU� WKH� LQÁXHQFH�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO� IDFWRUV�DQG�
structural shifting, which left several sections on the precipice of structural collapse (Council 
Report, 1347 AH, pp. 4–5). Foremost among the compound’s structures in dire need of 
immediate engineering stabilization and restoration was Al-Jami’ al-Aqsa (al-Qibli Mosque).

The term Al-Jami’ al-Aqsa explicitly designates the congregational prayer hall situated on the 
southern perimeter of the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound, a structure historically recognized under 
various alternative nomenclatures, including the Covered Mosque, the Roofed Mosque, the 
Friday Mosque, and its contemporary designation, Al-Musalla al-Qibli. Over time, conceptual 
ambiguity has surfaced regarding the deployment of this terminology; the classical historian 
,EQ�DO�$WKLU��IRU�LQVWDQFH��XVHG�WKH�WHUP�LQWHUFKDQJHDEO\�WR�GHQRWH�ERWK�WKH�VSHFLÀF�VRXWKHUQ�
building and the entire sacred enclosure. During the Mamluk and Ottoman eras, the broader 
compound became standardly referred to as Al-Haram, a convention that effectively restricted 
WKH�PRQLNHU�©$O�$TVDª�LQ�FHUWDLQ�FRQWH[WV�WR�UHIHUHQFH�WKLV�VSHFLÀF�FRQJUHJDWLRQDO�VWUXFWXUH�
(Ratrout et al., 2023, p. 266).

Archaeological and architectural assessments indicate that the early Umayyad footprint 
of Al-Jami’ al-Aqsa extended approximately nineteen meters less to the north than the 
current building, revealing that Caliph Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan’s foundational design 
relied on parallel arcades partitioned by north-south arches without a central nave or dome, 
complemented by a northern portico running parallel to the primary entrance facade. Due to 
the steep topographic incline characterising the compound’s southern wall, this original spatial 
layout required the engineering of subterranean vaults and underground corridors to stabilize 
the Umayyad foundations and grant access to the inner esplanade. This primary architectural 
phase drew direct inspiration from the expansive rectangular geometry of the Prophet’s Mosque 
LQ�0HGLQD�� LOOXVWUDWLQJ� WKH�FRQWLQXRXV� LQÁXHQFH�RI� IRXQGDWLRQDO� DUFKLWHFWXUDO�SUHFHGHQWV�RQ�
Islamic structural expression. Consequently, the initial spatial organization of Al-Jami’ al-Aqsa 
GLYHUJHG�VKDUSO\�IURP�ODWHU�VWUXFWXUDO�PRGLÀFDWLRQV��DV�LW�ZDV�FRQÀJXUHG�SXUHO\�WR�PD[LPL]H�
functional liturgical space by aligning worshippers in long, parallel rows perpendicular to the 
Qibla wall (Al-Husseini, 1341 AH, p. 448; Da’wa Amma, 1922, pp. 5–6; Ratrout et al., 2023, 
p. 288).

The reconstruction executed during the reign of the Abbasid Caliph Al-Mahdi (c. 
164 AH / 780 AD) marked a pivotal milestone in the evolution of Islamic sacred architecture, 
introducing a prominent dome and an expansive central transept that expanded the building 
WR�ÀIWHHQ�QDYHV�SLHUFHG�E\�WZHQW\�VL[�SRUWDOV��WKHUHE\�H[WHQGLQJ�WKH�VWUXFWXUH·V�IRRWSULQW�WR�LWV�
FXUUHQW�QRUWKHUQ�SHULPHWHU�ZDOO�DQG�VLJQDOLQJ�D�GHÀQLWLYH�GHSDUWXUH�IURP�WKH�HDUO\�8PD\\DG�
W\SRORJ\��7KH�ÀQDO�DQG�PRVW�HQGXULQJ�PDFUR�VWUXFWXUDO� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� WUDQVSLUHG�XQGHU� WKH�
Fatimid Caliph Al-Zahir li-I’zaz Din Allah (411–427 AH / 1020–1035 AD); following a 
devastating earthquake, the building’s layout was contracted in 425 AH / 1033 AD to seven 
QDYHV�� D� VWUXFWXUDO�PRGLÀFDWLRQ� WKDW� UHTXLUHG� WKH� LQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�QHZO\�HQJLQHHUHG�FROXPQV��
IRXQGDWLRQ�SLHUV��DQG�VWUXFWXUDO�VXSSRUWV�GHVLJQHG�VSHFLÀFDOO\�WR�ZLWKVWDQG�WKH�ZLGHQLQJ�WKUXVW�
of the architectural arches (Ratrout et al., 2023, p. 288).
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The Supreme Muslim Council commissioned the Jerusalemite engineer Rushdi al-Imam al-
Husseini—who had completed his engineering education in Istanbul—to assess the extent of 
the structural shifting, devise the necessary restoration and maintenance protocols, and estimate 
the projected costs. Recognizing the immense technical demands of the project, Husseini 
advised the Council to summon the Turkish architect Ahmad Kamal al-Din due to his extensive 
expertise in historic preservation and sacred architecture (Lisan al-Arab newspaper, Issue 381, 
p. 1; Kartal & Kartal, 2020, p. 329). Accordingly, the Supreme Muslim Council formally 
contacted Ahmad Kamal al-Din in 1922, requesting that he travel from his base in Istanbul 
to examine the fractured structures within the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound. Following his 
initial on-site diagnostic assessment, Ahmad Kamal al-Din estimated that the comprehensive 
reconstruction project would require a minimum budget of 150,000 Egyptian pounds, and he 
emphasized the critical necessity of establishing a specialized technical committee composed 
of several engineers operating under his direct supervision. He subsequently returned to 
,VWDQEXO�WR�VHOHFW�TXDOLÀHG�7XUNLVK�HQJLQHHUV��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�DUFKLWHFWV�&HPDO�%H\��+�VQ��%H\��
and Mehmet Nihad joining the project in Jerusalem (see Figure 3) (Rida, Muharram 1347 AH, 
p. 310; Filastin newspaper, December 12, 1922, Issue 53879/, p. 3). According to the personal 
memoirs of Mehmet Nihad, he arrived in Jerusalem four days ahead of his colleagues, after 
which the entire technical team secured lodging at the residence of Mr. Ishaq al-Shihabi for an 
DQQXDO�UHQW�RI�����7XUNLVK�OLUDV��'HùLUPHQFL�	�3LOHKYDULDQ��������S������

7KH� RIÀFLDO� HQJLQHHULQJ� FRPPLWWHH� ZDV� IRUPDOO\� FRQVWLWXWHG� WR� VXSHUYLVH� WKH� UHVWRUDWLRQ�
project under the leadership of Ahmad Kamal al-Din (see Figure 2). The committee’s roster 
included architects Mehmet Nihad and Hüsnü Bey, engineers Cemal Bey and Rushdi al-Imam 
al-Husseini, and two secretaries: engineer Hikmat Abu al-Saud and Mr. Fayez al-Husseini. The 
PRQWKO\�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�PDWUL[�IRU�WKH�FRPPLWWHH�PHPEHUV�ZDV�RIÀFLDOO\�GHVLJQDWHG�DV�IROORZV�
(see Figure 4) (Supreme Muslim Council Report, 1924, p. 20):

$KPHG�.DPDO�(O�'LQ�(O�7XUNL (J\SWLDQ�SLDVWHUV �����
0RKDPPHG�1HKDG�(O�7XUNL (J\SWLDQ�SLDVWHUV ����
5XVKGL�(O�,PDP�(O�+XVVHLQL�(O�0DTGLVL (J\SWLDQ�SLDVWHUV ����
-DPDO�%H\�(O�7XUNL (J\SWLDQ�SLDVWHUV ����
+RVQL�%H\�(O�7XUNL (J\SWLDQ�SLDVWHUV ����
)D\H]�(O�+XVVHLQL�(O�0DTGLVL (J\SWLDQ�SLDVWHUV ����
+LNPDW�$EX�(O�6DXG�(O�0DTGLVL (J\SWLDQ�SLDVWHUV ����

Table 1: Monthly Compensation Matrix For Engineering Committee Members
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Figure 2: A group photo of the Engineering Authority in the city of Jerusalem.

Figure 3: Architect Ahmed Kamal El-Din, Architect Nihad, Engineer Gamal, and Architect 
Hosni in Jerusalem.
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Figure 4: Architect Ahmed Kamal El-Din, Architect Mohamed Nehad, Architect Hosni, and 
$UFKLWHFW�*DPDO�ZLWK�UHOLJLRXV�ÀJXUHV�IURP�-HUXVDOHP�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�'RPH�RI�WKH�5RFN�

*LYHQ� WKH� H[SDQVLYH� VFRSH� RI� WKH� UHVWRUDWLRQ� SURMHFW� DQG� LWV� VXEVWDQWLDO� ÀQDQFLDO�
UHTXLUHPHQWV��ZKLFK�IDU�H[FHHGHG�WKH�ÀVFDO�FDSDFLW\�RI�WKH�ORFDO�3DOHVWLQLDQ�UHOLJLRXV�
endowments (Awqaf) tasked with the routine administration of mosques, schools, and 
theological institutes, the Supreme Muslim Council deemed it imperative to solicit 
ÀQDQFLDO�SDWURQDJH�DQG�GRQDWLRQV�IURP�DFURVV�WKH�ZLGHU�,VODPLF�ZRUOG��7R�VHFXUH�WKLV�
international support, the Council dispatched high-level delegations—comprising its 
RZQ�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�PHPEHUV�DQG�VHYHUDO�SURPLQHQW�QDWLRQDO�ÀJXUHV³WR�WKH�+HMD]��(J\SW��
India, Iraq, the Arab Gulf states, and Istanbul, to raise the capital required to execute the 
structural works (see Table 2) (Rida, 12 Rabi’ al-Awwal 1347 AH, p. 384).

The primary delegation sent to the Hejaz was composed of Sheikh Muhammad Murad 
(a Council member and the Mufti of Haifa), Sheikh Said al-Husseini (the Mufti of 
Gaza), and Sheikh Ibrahim al-Ansari, while the secondary Hejaz delegation consisted 
of Hajj Said al-Shawa (a Council member), Sheikh Muhammad Tuffaha, and Sheikh 
Abd al-Rahman al-Alami. The diplomatic mission to Iraq and the Gulf states comprised 
Hajj Amin al-Husseini (the President of the Council and Mufti of Jerusalem), Amin 
al-Tamimi (a Council member), and Rashid Hajj Ibrahim. Conversely, the delegation 
tasked with securing funds in Egypt included Hajj Amin al-Husseini, Hajj Said al-
Shawa, architect Ahmad Kamal al-Din, and Adil Jabr, whereas the Indian delegation 
was formed by Sheikh Muhammad Murad, Jamal al-Husseini, and Sheikh Ibrahim 
al-Ansari. Finally, the delegation dispatched to Istanbul was composed of Abd al-
Latif Salah (a Council member) alongside architect Ahmad Kamal al-Din (Supreme 
Muslim Council Report, 1924, p. 7).

7R� UHJXODWH� WKHVH� LQFRPLQJ� ÀVFDO� DVVHWV�� WKH� 6XSUHPH�0XVOLP�&RXQFLO� HVWDEOLVKHG� D�
ÀQDQFLDO�PDQDJHPHQW� FRPPLWWHH� GHVLJQDWHG� DV� WKH�&RPPLWWHH� IRU� WKH�5HVWRUDWLRQ� RI�
Al-Haram Al-Sharif (Lajnat ‘Imarat al-Haram al-Sharif), formally requesting that every 
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nation contributing capital to the project dispatch a representative to serve on this body. 
The committee’s administrative board comprised Said al-Husseini, Ruhi Abd al-Hadi, 
+DMM�<XVXI��.KDOLG�DO�'DMDQL��$EG�DO�4DGLU�DO�$ÀÀ��%DGU�<XQLV��DQG�$GLO�-DEU��DORQJVLGH�
+DMM�$EG� DO�5D]]DT� DO�6KLKDEL�� ZKR� ZDV� RIÀFLDOO\� DSSRLQWHG� WR� RYHUVHH� DFFRXQWLQJ�
operations (Al-Yarmouk newspaper, August 10, 1928, Issue 292, p. 1).

Cent(s)Egyptian poundDonor
��������,VODPLF�&RXQFLO�RI�3DOHVWLQH�)XQG�DQG�/RFDO�

,PSRUWV
��������3HRSOH�RI�3DOHVWLQH
��������)URP�.LQJ�+XVVHLQ�ELQ�$OL�DQG�WKH�+LMD]
�������,QGLD
��������.LQJ�)DLVDO�,�DQG�,UDT
�������.XZDLW
�������%DKUDLQ
��������6KHLNK�.KD]DO�.KDQ�RI�0RKDPPHUDK
��������6\ULD
��������7XUNH\
��������(J\SW
��������,PPLJUDQWV�LQ�$PHULFD

Table 2: International Donors

7R�VHFXUH�VXVWDLQDEOH��ORQJ�WHUP�ÀQDQFLDO�VWUHDPV�GHGLFDWHG�H[FOXVLYHO\�WR�WKH�RQJRLQJ�
restoration, maintenance, structural upgrading, and operational endowment of the Al-
Aqsa Mosque compound, the Supreme Muslim Council initiated the construction of a 
premier, grand hotel on Mamilla Street (wǙǙgf��rǙǙk�k�Q5�ǙǙ>). This vast commercial facility 
integrated 136 guest rooms alongside expansive reception halls, reading lounges, and 
modern amenities, yielding a projected annual revenue exceeding 6,000 Egyptian pounds; 
concurrently, the Council erected several commercial retail storefronts near Herod’s Gate 
(�6u�ǙǙ;f����ǙǙ�) to further diversify this institutional endowment (Waqf).

Meanwhile, the prominent Turkish politician and journalist Süleyman Nazif published 
a commentary in the Turkish newspaper 3H\DP�×� 6DEDK�� UHÁHFWLQJ� RQ� WKH� 6XSUHPH�
0XVOLP�&RXQFLO·V�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DSSHDO�IRU�SDQ�,VODPLF�ÀQDQFLDO�VROLGDULW\�LQ�UHVWRULQJ�WKH�
sanctuary. Nazif observed that less than four years after the termination of Ottoman rule 
in Jerusalem, Palestinian delegations had already begun touring various Islamic countries 
to secure the capital required for emergency conservation and repairs. He emphasized that 
the Ottoman state had rigorously safeguarded Al-Aqsa Mosque and its surrounding holy 
sites throughout four centuries of custodianship—a legacy of meticulous preservation 
YHULÀHG�E\�ERWK�:HVWHUQ�DQG�(DVWHUQ�KLVWRULFDO�OLWHUDWXUH��)XUWKHUPRUH��1D]LI�QRWHG�WKDW�
the Islamic world had rarely encountered such profound structural degradation at the 
site, ultimately expressing his solidarity and hope that the fundraising missions would 
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successfully restore the monumental integrity of Al-Aqsa Mosque and preserve its sacred 
heritage (Lisan al-Arab newspaper, Issue 250, p. 1).

In 1922, Ahmad Kamal al-Din conducted the foundational engineering surveys of Al-Jami’ 
al-Aqsa and drafted a series of proposed structural restoration schemes. Consequently, 
KLV�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�LV�ZLGHO\�UHFRJQL]HG�DV�WKH�ÀUVW�ULJRURXV��
VFLHQWLÀF� VWXG\� HYHU� XQGHUWDNHQ� RQ� WKH� VWUXFWXUDO� KLVWRU\� RI� WKH� PRVTXH�� GRFXPHQWHG�
through a detailed catalog of architectural drawings (see Figure 5) (Yavuz, 2015, p. 21).

Figure 5: The plan of Al-Qibli Mosque, drawn by architect Ahmed Kamal El-Din on 41924-10-.

Ahmad Kamal al-Din submitted three distinct structural intervention schemes 
to the Supreme Muslim Council (El-Kattan, 1924, p. 11)::

The First Scheme: A minimal structural intervention focusing on minor repairs to Al-Jami’ 
al-Aqsa while fully retaining its historical dome, with projected execution costs estimated at 
23,000 Egyptian pounds.

The Second Scheme: A comprehensive restoration program designed to retain the internal 
timber dome of Al-Jami’ al-Aqsa while completely reconstructing the external dome group, 
complemented by critical structural reinforcements directly beneath the dome assembly. This 
intricate engineering operation was executed by underpinning the primary arches, the supporting 
drum (tambour), and the main dome—which together exerted a dead load of approximately 
1,000 tons—utilizing temporary heavy timber shoring and structural scaffolding. Concurrently, 
the restoration required the physical removal of the fractured load-bearing columns along with 
their historical capitals and bases, which were subsequently replaced with newly quarried 
columns and structurally reinforced footings to guarantee the long-term structural stability and 
architectural integrity of the dome without compromising the aesthetic and decorative heritage 
of the mosque (see Figure 6).
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The Third Scheme: This ambitious proposal entailed the installation of a massive brick dome 
ÁDQNHG�DQG�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WZR�VHPL�GRPHV�RYHU�WKH�FHQWUDO�WUDQVHSW�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��IHDWXULQJ�D�
proposed central dome diameter of approximately twenty-two meters with a slight segmental 
SURÀOH�LQ�FURVV�VHFWLRQ��6XSSRUWHG�E\�IRXU�ODUJH�SRLQWHG�DUFKHV��WKH�VXSHUVWUXFWXUH�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�
to soar to a height of forty-two meters internally and forty-seven meters externally, inclusive 
RI�WKH�ÀQLDO�KHLJKW��7KH�LQWHULRU�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�SURJUDP�IHDWXUHG�D�FRQWLQXRXV�HSLJUDSKLF�EDQG�
encircling the inner circumference of the dome, mirrored by a corresponding calligraphic 
band running along the springline of the supporting arches. Additionally, the tympanum of 
the arches integrated three tiers of windows on the eastern and western elevations to optimize 
natural interior illumination. The main dome, semi-domes, and adjacent pendentives were to be 
adorned with classical Ottoman ornamentation, thereby demonstrating a deliberate synthesis of 
advanced structural engineering and the traditional aesthetic vocabulary of Islamic architecture 
(see Figure 7) (Yavuz, 1996, p. 155).

Figure 6: Ahmed Kamal El-Din’s plan for Al-Qibli Mosque 181925-06-.

The initial iteration of this third scheme featured a central dome set upon a pointed horseshoe 
SURÀOH��HQJLQHHUHG�WR�UHDFK�DQ�DSH[�KHLJKW�RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�ÀIW\�IRXU�PHWHUV��*LYHQ�
the monumental proportions of this proposed dome assembly, it can be inferred 
that this structure was designed as an exterior shell superimposed over an internal 
GRPH�� PLUURULQJ� WKH� EXLOGLQJ·V� RULJLQDO� GRXEOH�GRPH� FRQÀJXUDWLRQ�� )XUWKHUPRUH��
the structural arches supporting this dome group exhibited a distinct curvature, 
FRPSOHPHQWHG�E\�ÀYH�ZLQGRZV�LQWHJUDWHG�LQWR�WKH�XSSHUPRVW�WLHU�RI�WKH�HOHYDWLRQ�
(Yavuz, 1996, p. 155).
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Figure 7: Ahmed Kamal El-Din’s plan for Al-Qibli Mosque 181925-06-.

In essence, the third scheme proposed the complete demolition of the mosque’s original 
dome and its subsequent reconstruction using reinforced concrete. This radical measure was 
MXVWLÀHG�E\�WKH�VHYHUHO\�FRPSURPLVHG�VWDELOLW\�RI�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�GRPH�JURXS�DQG�LWV�VXSSRUWLQJ�
columns, a vulnerability exacerbated by the highly heterogeneous nature of the structural 
PDWHULDOV�� 6SHFLÀFDOO\�� WKH� SLHUV� VLWXDWHG� EHWZHHQ� WKH� FROXPQV� ZHUH� EXLOW� RI� VWRQH� WRSSHG�
with timber blocks, while the supporting arches lacked the thickness required to survive long-
term structural stress. Furthermore, the proposal called for the comprehensive renewal of the 
dome’s drum, its structural arches, and its load-bearing columns. The existing thickness of 
these elements—measuring 0.85 meters—was structurally broader than the actual span of the 
arches, and the dome itself was composed of heavily deteriorated timber that suffered from a 
visible structural tilt over an unstable foundation, necessitating engineering stabilization via a 
reinforced concrete raft foundation (El-Kattan, 1924, p. 11).

Ultimately, Ahmad Kamal al-Din’s third scheme was not merely a localized 
conservation treatment for individual structural elements; rather, it represented a near-
total structural reimagining of the central transept of Al-Jami’ al-Aqsa. The technical 
VSHFLÀFDWLRQV� RXWOLQH� D� SURSRVDO� DQFKRUHG� E\� D� PDVVLYH� FHQWUDO� GRPH� VSDQQLQJ�
approximately twenty-two meters in diameter, supported by four monumental pointed 
arches soaring to an internal height of forty-two meters and an external height of forty-
VHYHQ�PHWHUV��ÁDQNHG�V\PPHWULFDOO\�E\�WZR�VHPL�GRPHV³ZKLOH�DQ�HDUOLHU�LWHUDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�SURMHFW�FRQFHSWXDOL]HG�DQ�HYHQ�PRUH�WRZHULQJ�YHUWLFDO�SURÀOH�UHDFKLQJ�QHDUO\�
ÀIW\�IRXU�PHWHUV�� &RQVHTXHQWO\�� WKH� FRUH� ORJLF� RI� WKH� VFKHPH� WUDQVFHQGHG� VLPSOH�
«structural shoring» to establish an entirely new and visually dominant load-bearing 
system. Evaluated through the lens of modern conservative preservation philosophy, 
the project can be interpreted today as an excessive structural intervention.
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The Umayyad Caliph Abd al-
Malik ibn Marwan (66–86 AH 

/ 685–705 AD)

The Abbasid Caliph Al-Mahdi 
(c. 164 AH / 780 AD)

The Fatimid Caliph Al-Zahir 
(411–427 AH / 1020–1035 AD)

Figure 8 

Historical Reconstruction and Restoration Structural Campaigns of Al-Jami’ al-Aqsa

Third: The Convocation of the Engineering Conference

To evaluate the three structural intervention schemes submitted by architect Ahmad Kamal 
al-Din, the Supreme Muslim Council decided to convene an advisory conference composed 
of an elite group of engineers, architects, and archaeologists. Accordingly, the Council 
extended a formal invitation to Egypt to participate in this summit; Egypt accepted the 
invitation, dispatching engineer Ali Bahgat to represent the Committee for the Conservation 
of Monuments of Arab Art, alongside engineers Mahmoud Ahmad Fahmy1 and Mustafa 
Hamdi El-Kattan on behalf of the Royal Egyptian Society of Engineers (Filastin newspaper, 
February 8, 1924, Issue 94652-, p. 3). Furthermore, invitations were extended to Ernest 
Richmond, the Assistant Civil Secretary for the British Mandate government and Director of 
the Department of Antiquities; Mr. Guy, an engineer within the Department of Antiquities; 

�� 0DKPRXG�$KPDG� 3DVKD� �����±�������$Q� HPLQHQW� (J\SWLDQ� HQJLQHHU� DQG� DUFKDHRORJLVW�� ERUQ� LQ�
%HQL�6XHI��ZKR�JUDGXDWHG�IURP�WKH�6FKRRO�RI�$UWV�DQG�&UDIWV� LQ�&DLUR�DQG�VXEVHTXHQWO\�DVVXPHG�
WKH� GLUHFWRUVKLS� RI� WKH� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI�$UDE�$QWLTXLWLHV�� +H� IRXQGHG�$O�+DQGDVD�� WKH� SLRQHHULQJ�
HQJLQHHULQJ� MRXUQDO� LQ� (J\SW�� ZKLFK� KH� SXEOLVKHG� FRQWLQXRXVO\� IRU� IRXUWHHQ� \HDUV� EHWZHHQ� �����
DQG�������7KURXJKRXW�KLV�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�FDUHHU��KH�GLUHFWHG�VWUXFWXUDO�UHVWRUDWLRQ�FDPSDLJQV�DFURVV�
QXPHURXV�KLVWRULF�(J\SWLDQ�PRVTXHV�DQG�PRQXPHQWV��DQG�KH�ZDV�ODWHU�FRPPLVVLRQHG�WR�DVVLVW�LQ�WKH�
VWDELOL]DWLRQ�DQG�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�$O�$TVD�0RVTXH�DQG�WKH�'RPH�RI�WKH�5RFN�LQ�-HUXVDOHP��$�SUROL¿F�
VFKRODU��KLV�DXWKRUHG�YROXPHV�LQFOXGH�$�%ULHI�*XLGH�WR�WKH�0RVW�)DPRXV�$UDE�0RQXPHQWV��2WWRPDQ�
$UFKLWHFWXUH�� $O�$]KDU� 0RVTXH�� DQG� 7KH� *UHDW� *XLGH� WR� $UDE� $QWLTXLWLHV�� DORQJVLGH� SXEOLVKHG�
PRQRJUDSKV� RQ� WKH� VWUXFWXUDO� KLVWRULHV� RI� WKH� ,EQ�7XOXQ��6XOWDQ�+DVVDQ�� ,PDP�DO�6KD¿¶L��$EX� DO�
$OD��DQG�$O�0X¶D\\DG�PRVTXHV��$GGLWLRQDOO\��KH�WUDQVODWHG�WKH�VHPLQDO�WH[W�$UDE�$UFKLWHFWXUH�IURP�
(QJOLVK��+LV�OLIH�ZDV�WUDJLFDOO\�FXW�VKRUW�ZKHQ�KH�VXIIHUHG�D�IDWDO�DFFLGHQW�ZKLOH�ERDUGLQJ�D�WUDLQ�DW�
WKH�$O�=D\WXQ�VWDWLRQ�LQ�&DLUR��$O�=LULNOL��������S�������
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Mr. Harrison, the Chief Architect of the Department of Public Works; the director of the 
*HUPDQ�ÀUP�3KLOLSS�+RO]PDQQ��DQG�WKH�FKLHI�UDLOZD\�FRQWUDFWRU�RI�WKH�$QDWROLDQ�5DLOZD\�
(El-Kattan, 1924, p. 15).

Upon their arrival in Jerusalem, the Egyptian delegation conducted an empirical 
structural assessment of the existing conditions at Al-Jami’ al-Aqsa. They conclusively 
DIÀUPHG� WKH� LPSHUDWLYH� WR� UHWDLQ� WKH� PRVTXH·V� RULJLQDO� GRPH�� DGYRFDWLQJ� IRU� LWV�
SUHVHUYDWLRQ�YLD�WDUJHWHG��ORFDOL]HG�UHVWRUDWLRQV�WKDW�ZRXOG�HIÀFLHQWO\�VDWLVI\�DOO�VDIHW\�
and engineering requirements. Consequently, they compiled a printed report detailing 
their technical directives, which stated the following (El-Kattan, 1924, pp. 14–15):

1. Rejection of Demolition��7KH�GHOHJDWLRQ�RIÀFLDOO\�ZLWKKHOG�DSSURYDO�IRU�WKH�SURSRVHG�
demolition of the original dome of Al-Jami’ al-Aqsa.

2. Preservation of Architectural Typology: The delegation rejected the installation 
RI�D�SLWFKHG�WUXVV�V\VWHP�RYHU�WKH�FHQWUDO�QDYH��QRWLQJ�WKDW�VXFK�D�PRGLÀFDWLRQ�
would fundamentally transform the congregational mosque layout into a basilica 
style.

3. Deployment of Specialized Craftsmanship: The report recommended 
commissioning expert Egyptian artisans to manufacture the required stained-
glass windows for the Dome of the Rock, while stipulating that all remaining 
restoration works proceed in strict accordance with the methodologies established 
by the Committee for the Conservation of Monuments of Arab Art in Egypt and 
aligned with international historic preservation standards globally.

The conference convened on February 23, 1924, at the residence of the Mufti of 
Jerusalem, where the Egyptian delegation distributed copies of their printed report 
to the committee and attendees. While Richmond, Harrison, and Guy endorsed 
the report’s underlying principles, they stipulated that formal deliberations would 
commence only after reviewing the testimonies of architect Ahmad Kamal al-Din, 
who maintained the following technical positions (Supreme Muslim Council Report, 
1347 AH, pp. 9–10; El-Kattan, 1924, pp. 15–16):

1. Structural Instability and Material Heterogeneity: The load-bearing columns 
and the main dome of Al-Jami’ al-Aqsa suffered from severely compromised 
structural stability, necessitating the complete demolition and rebuilding of 
the entire assembly from its foundations to its apex using reinforced concrete. 
7KLV� UDGLFDO� LQWHUYHQWLRQ� ZDV� MXVWLÀHG� E\� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� WKH� H[LVWLQJ� PDWHULDOV�
H[KLELWHG�KLJKO\�LQFRQVLVWHQW�FRPSUHVVLYH�UHVLVWDQFH��VSHFLÀFDOO\��WKH�VWUXFWXUDO�
piers situated between the columns consisted of stone superimposed over timber 
blocks, while the thickness of the supporting arches failed to satisfy modern 
engineering load calculations, particularly if the monument was to be preserved 
for subsequent centuries.

2. Foundation Vulnerability: The existing foundations were structurally unreliable 

WUDLQ
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and required engineering stabilization via a continuous reinforced concrete raft 
foundation extending beneath all load-bearing columns.

3. Superstructure Overstress and Material Decay: The structural arches and the 
supporting drum (tambour) in their current state were entirely unacceptable from 
a stability standpoint, an issue compounded by the fact that their thickness of 0.85 
meters exceeded the actual width of the arches, while the dome itself consisted of 
heavily deteriorated timber.

Mustafa Hamdi El-Kattan vigorously countered these assertions, delivering a detailed 
oral rebuttal grounded in rigorous engineering and historical precedents. He began 
by emphasizing that monumental historic structures were rarely constructed from a 
single, homogeneous material; rather, their structural design historically relied on the 
deliberate integration of stone, marble, timber, and other materials exhibiting distinct 
compressive and tensile properties. Within this context, El-Kattan demonstrated 
that numerous landmark historic mosques—including the Al-Nasir Muhammad 
ibn Qalawun Mosque, the Qadi Yahya Zayn al-Din Mosque, the Ahmad ibn Tulun 
Mosque, and the Altunbugha al-Maridani Mosque—shared an identical architectural 
typology with Al-Jami’ al-Aqsa. This shared system features a dome positioned 
directly in front of the mihrab supported by marble columns, which are topped by 
wooden tie-beams that carry stone arches, which in turn support a stone drum capped 
by a timber or masonry dome shell. Given that these historical domes had remained 
structurally sound for centuries with only minor periodic restorations, El-Kattan 
argued that this traditional construction methodology possessed proven empirical 
GXUDELOLW\�DQG�VWUXFWXUDO�HIÀFLHQF\��(O�.DWWDQ��������S������

El-Kattan subsequently transitioned to a comparative structural analysis between 
WKH�GRPH�RI�$O�$TVD�0RVTXH�DQG� WKDW�RI� WKH�4XHHQ�6DÀ\D�0RVTXH� LQ�&DLUR��+H�
demonstrated that while the arch supporting the Al-Aqsa dome features a thickness of 
approximately 0.85 meters across a 9-meter span, the corresponding arch at the Queen 
6DÀ\D�0RVTXH�PHDVXUHV�D�PHUH������PHWHUV�LQ�WKLFNQHVV�GHVSLWH�VSDQQLQJ�QHDUO\����
meters. Furthermore, the latter dead load carries a heavy masonry brick dome resting 
RQ�VWUXFWXUDO�SLHUV��D�FRQÀJXUDWLRQ�WKDW�XQGRXEWHGO\�H[HUWV�DQ�HQJLQHHULQJ�WKUXVW�IDU�
exceeding that of the Al-Aqsa dome assembly. Despite this massive discrepancy, the 
$O�$TVD� DUFK� H[KLELWHG� ]HUR�GLDJQRVWLF� VLJQV� RI�ÀVVXULQJ��PDWHULDO� IUDJPHQWDWLRQ��
overstressing, or structural failure—a physical reality that systematically undermines 
DQ\�FODLPV�UHJDUGLQJ�LWV�VWUXFWXUDO�LQVXIÀFLHQF\��SDUWLFXODUO\�JLYHQ�WKDW�WKH�OLPHVWRQH�
TXDUU\�TXDOLW\�DW�$O�$TVD�ZDV�IDU�VXSHULRU�WR�WKDW�IRXQG�DW�WKH�4XHHQ�6DÀ\D�0RVTXH�

Regarding the observed structural tilt and axial deviations, El-Kattan argued that these 
micro-movements were minor and did not warrant undue alarm or hasty engineering 
YHUGLFWV�� +H�PDLQWDLQHG� WKDW� DQ\� GHÀQLWLYH� VWUXFWXUDO� GLDJQRVLV� PXVW� EH� SUHGLFDWHG� RQ�
precise metric surveys, systematic technical drawings, and rigorous load calculations 
rather than subjective empirical impressions. He noted with concern that these foundational 
diagnostic documents had not been prepared despite the ease of their technical execution, 
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while emphasizing the Egyptian delegation’s immediate readiness to perform these 
mathematical calculations upon request (El-Kattan, 1924, p. 17).

He further asserted that there was an absolute lack of empirical or mathematical 
evidence demonstrating the instability of the supporting arches or the tambour; 
rather, the comparative data he introduced directly invalidated those assumptions. 
Consequently, he concluded that the perceived weakness of these load-bearing elements 
was rooted in undocumented engineering assumptions lacking comprehensive 
WHFKQLFDO� YHULÀFDWLRQ� UDWKHU� WKDQ� FOHDU� VFLHQWLÀF� SURRI�

Addressing the timber framework of the internal dome shell, El-Kattan demonstrated 
that the vast majority of the historic wood remained structurally sound, with the 
compromised sections being relatively localized. He noted that viable structural 
shoring methodologies had already been proposed to alleviate all safety concerns 
regarding timber decay. He expressed profound professional regret that no proactive 
conservation efforts had been taken to treat these historic timbers with oil-based 
coatings or bituminous preservatives to safeguard them against wood-boring beetles, 
while simultaneously critiquing the systemic failure to shore up the main load-bearing 
columns supporting the dome—an omission he categorized as a fundamental breach 
of basic preservation protocols. He observed that if this primary column underpinning 
had been executed utilizing the structural methodologies successfully deployed to 
rectify the column failures at the Qalawun Mosque in Cairo, it would have been 
entirely unnecessary to suspend liturgical services within that vital sector of Al-Aqsa 
Mosque. Finally, regarding the external dome shell, he acknowledged the severe 
deterioration of its timber ribbing but maintained that this outer layer possessed no 
VLJQLÀFDQW�KLVWRULFDO�RU�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�YDOXH��(O�.DWWDQ��������S�������

$GGUHVVLQJ� WKH� FRQGLWLRQ� RI� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQV�� (O�.DWWDQ� FODULÀHG� WKDW� WKHUH� ZDV� DQ�
absolute lack of conclusive empirical evidence demonstrating their weakness, noting 
that no genuine technical measures had been implemented to investigate or substantiate 
such a vulnerability. Consequently, he maintained that the assertion of foundational 
IDLOXUH�UHPDLQHG�DQ�XQGRFXPHQWHG�DVVXPSWLRQ�XQVXSSRUWHG�E\�VXIÀFLHQW�HQJLQHHULQJ�
GLDJQRVWLF� WHVWLQJ³HVSHFLDOO\� VLQFH� VFLHQWLÀFDOO\� YHULI\LQJ� WKH� WUXH� VWDWH� RI� WKH�
foundations was entirely feasible had there been a genuine intent to do so. Speaking 
from his professional standpoint as a structural engineer rather than an architect, El-
.DWWDQ�HPSKDVL]HG� WKDW�KH� IRUHVDZ�QR� WHFKQLFDO�GLIÀFXOW\� LQ�SUHVHUYLQJ� WKH�KLVWRULF�
architectural group through targeted, localized restorations; in his assessment, the real 
structural hazard lay not in the current state of the monument, but rather in the high 
probability of execution errors during a radical intervention. He further asserted that if 
these operations were being conducted under the jurisdiction of the Egyptian authorities, 
he would have personally overseen the execution and assumed full professional liability 
for it, just as structural engineers routinely do in far more severe, monumental projects 
that dwarf the Al-Aqsa Mosque assembly in terms of risk or engineering complexity 
(El-Kattan, 1924, pp. 18–19).
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El-Kattan concluded his counter-rebuttal by noting that structural irregularities, 
alongside localized vertical tilts or axial deviations, are standard, characteristic features 
RI�DQFLHQW�KLVWRULF�PRQXPHQWV�DQG�FDQ�QHYHU�VHUYH�DV�D�YDOLG�HQJLQHHULQJ�MXVWLÀFDWLRQ�
for demolition. He argued that if such a radical premise were applied universally, not a 
single historic monument would remain standing on Earth. Therefore, in his view, the 
foundational objective of historic preservation must focus strictly on safeguarding and 
conserving the physical monument itself, rather than demanding structural geometric 
perfection or the absolute eradication of every structural distortion introduced over 
time by environmental and temporal forces (El-Kattan, 1924, p. 19).

Following formal consultations, Ernest Richmond, the Director of the Department 
of Antiquities and Assistant Civil Secretary for the British Mandate government, 
DQQRXQFHG�WKH�FRPPLWWHH·V�ÀQDO�UHVROXWLRQ��7KH�GHFUHH�H[SOLFLWO\�VWLSXODWHG�WKDW��RXW�
of rigorous deference to religious, political, and archaeological considerations—and 
WR�DYRLG�LQFLWLQJ�SXEOLF�DODUP�ZLWKLQ�WKH�,VODPLF�ZRUOG³LW�ZDV�RIÀFLDOO\�GHFLGHG�WR�
preserve the historic architectural complex by underpinning the load-bearing columns 
and executing only the critical structural restorations necessitated by their physical 
condition. Concurrently, the committee deemed it essential to grant architect Ahmad 
Kamal al-Din complete operational autonomy in executing the project, authorizing 
him to personally select his preferred workforce and technical staff, and to implement 
all necessary precautionary engineering measures required when operating within a 
delicate monument of this nature. Ahmad Kamal al-Din formally signaled his assent 
to these parameters (Rida, Muharram 1347 AH, p. 310).

It was further agreed that the technical committee would reconvene the following 
GD\� WR� RIÀFLDOO\� VLJQ� WKH� UHVROXWLRQ� DQG� WDNH� D� JURXS� SKRWRJUDSK� WR� GRFXPHQW� WKH�
historic proceedings. However, architect Ahmad Kamal al-Din failed to attend the 
meeting, choosing instead to dispatch a formal letter of apology via architect Mehmet 
Nihad. This abrupt absence provoked profound dissatisfaction within the Egyptian 
GHOHJDWLRQ��ZKR�FRQVHTXHQWO\�UHIXVHG�WR�VLJQ�WKH�ÀQDO�GHFUHH�DQG�UHVROYHG�WR�UHWXUQ�
to Egypt immediately. In the wake of this impasse, the delegation members addressed 
a formal letter to the President of the Supreme Muslim Council, which stated the 
following (El-Kattan, 1924, p. 22):

“Following a week dedicated entirely to investigating the structural state of Al-Haram 
al-Sharif and evaluating its restoration protocols, we compiled a comprehensive report 
outlining our professional assessment regarding these repairs and their technical 
execution. Although this document received the unanimous endorsement of the 
conference assembly, and despite the initial agreement of Professor Ahmad Kamal 
al-Din Bey to sign a resolution to this effect, his Excellency subsequently reneged 
RQ�KLV�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�VLJQ�WKH�GHFUHH��*LYHQ�WKDW�RXU�GHÀQLWLYH�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�IRU�
the restoration are fully detailed within our aforementioned report, and since we have 
resolved to return to Egypt tomorrow, God willing, we remain prepared to formally 
sign the resolution upon our arrival in Egypt, contingent upon its prior signature by 
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the Professor and the esteemed committee members… The end.”

In response, the President of the Supreme Muslim Council urged the Egyptian delegation 
to delay their departure until the resolution could be formally executed; however, the 
delegation maintained their resolve to return to Egypt according to their predetermined 
schedule. Consequently, an envoy dispatched by the President of the Supreme Muslim 
&RXQFLO�DUULYHG�EHDULQJ�WKH�UHVROXWLRQ��ZKLFK�KDG�QRZ�EHHQ�RIÀFLDOO\�VLJQHG�E\�DUFKLWHFW�
Ahmad Kamal al-Din. The Egyptian members then introduced a critical amendment to 
the text of the resolution to safeguard their professional authority and project oversight, 
LQIRUPLQJ�WKH�HQYR\�RI�WKHLU�UHDGLQHVV�WR�VLJQ�WKH�GRFXPHQW�FRQWLQJHQW�XSRQ�WKH�RIÀFLDO�
LQFOXVLRQ�RI�WKLV�PRGLÀFDWLRQ��2Q�WKH�PRUQLQJ�RI�0RQGD\��)HEUXDU\�����WKH�GHOHJDWLRQ�
GHSDUWHG�IURP�-HUXVDOHP��DQG�E\�PLG�0DUFK��WKH�ÀQDOL]HG�UHVROXWLRQ³GXO\�VLJQHG�E\�
DUFKLWHFW�$KPDG�.DPDO�DO�'LQ�DQG�WKH�WHFKQLFDO�FRPPLWWHH³ZDV�RIÀFLDOO\�WUDQVPLWWHG�
to Egypt (El-Kattan, 1924, p. 22).

6XEVHTXHQWO\�� WKH� GLUHFWRU� RI� WKH� SURPLQHQW� *HUPDQ� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� ÀUP� 3KLOLSS�
Holzmann, who also served as the chief railway contractor for the Anatolian Railway, 
was summoned to provide a technical evaluation. He directly disputed the technical 
consensus of the engineering committee, arguing that pursuing such a complex and 
structurally hazardous preservation strategy was ill-advised. Instead, he advocated for 
either the complete demolition and reconstruction of the dome or the execution of a 
minimal structural patch, which he noted would be entirely inadequate. Furthermore, 
he demanded exorbitant compensation for executing the works and imposed highly 
UHVWULFWLYH�FRQWUDFWXDO�FRQGLWLRQV�VKRXOG�WKH�SURMHFW�EH�HQWUXVWHG�WR�KLV�ÀUP�XQGHU�WKH�
technical committee’s supervision; consequently, the technical committee rejected his 
terms and resolved to execute the structural works entirely on their own (Supreme 
Muslim Council Report, 1347 AH, p. 10).

Architect Ahmad Kamal al-Din initiated the physical restoration works within the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque compound, and by March, the technical committee published its 
progress report detailing the structural interventions executed around the dome zone. 
The engineering team had successfully completed the underpinning and reinforcement 
of both the southern and eastern supporting arches of the dome; concurrently, work 
was underway to stabilize the highly critical northwestern pier using steel frames 
and tension rods, an urgent measure necessitated by the pier’s imminent threat of 
failure despite carrying the dead loads of both the western and northern semi-arches. 
2QFH�WKH�WLH�URG�UHLQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�VWUXFWXUDO�EUDFLQJ�RI�WKH�SLHU�ZHUH�ÀQDOL]HG��WKH�
voussoirs of the western arch were carefully dismantled to allow for the casting of 
a secondary reinforcing arch out of reinforced concrete directly above them, after 
which the original carved historic stones were reinstalled along its structural faces. 
Subsequently, the team began the structural shoring and bracing of the fourth (northern) 
arch, installing steel frames and tension ties around the supporting jambs beneath the 
arch, while strengthening the span between the two columns with reinforced concrete 
prior to setting the decorative voussoirs. Work continued on assembling the steel 
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reinforcement grid above the arch in preparation for casting the concrete layer and 
ÀQLVKLQJ�WKH�GHFRUDWLYH�VWRQHZRUN��WKHUHE\�JXDUDQWHHLQJ�WKH�VWUXFWXUDO�VWDELOLW\�RI�WKH�
main dome while safeguarding its architectural and ornamental heritage (Al-Yarmouk 
newspaper, April 16, 1925, Issue 58, p. 2).

,Q�$SULO�������DQ�RIÀFLDO�SURJUHVV�UHSRUW�ZDV�FRPSLOHG�GHWDLOLQJ�WKH�RSHUDWLRQV�FRPSOHWHG�
within the Al-Aqsa Mosque dome restoration project, which noted that the reinforced 
concrete had been successfully cast for the fourth (northern) supporting arch, with its 
ÁDQNLQJ�IDFHV�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�FODG�LQ�RULJLQDO�FDUYHG�VWRQHZRUN��7KLV�PLOHVWRQH�PDUNHG�
the absolute completion of all structural shoring and reinforcement works required 
for the dome’s four primary arches. Concurrently, the engineering team initiated the 
extraction of the historic piers and ancient load-bearing columns for adaptive reuse in 
alternative structural locations. Following the implementation of exhaustive technical 
VDIHJXDUGV�� WKH� ÀUVW� FROXPQ� RI� WKH� VRXWKHDVWHUQ� SLHU� ZDV� FDUHIXOO\� GLVPDQWOHG� DQG�
replaced with a newly engineered square pier composed of reinforced concrete, after 
which the secondary column within the same pier assembly was extracted. Regarding 
the decorative program, historic mosaic conservation was executed within the spandrels 
between the newly constructed western and northern arches and the pre-existing arches. 
Furthermore, to clad the exposed reinforced concrete piers, a specialized shipment of 
red marble was commissioned from Italy—owing to its absolute unavailability within 
both the Egyptian and Palestinian markets—thereby guaranteeing that the traditional 
aesthetic and architectural identity of the mosque was seamlessly preserved (Al-Yarmouk 
newspaper, June 4, 1925, Issue 68, p. 2).

During the construction of Ankara, the new capital of the Turkish Republic, architect 
Ahmad Kamal al-Din was summoned to participate in the state architectural project; 
consequently, he transferred day-to-day oversight of the Jerusalem restoration works 
to engineer Rushdi al-Imam al-Husseini. Throughout this interim period, Ahmad 
Kamal al-Din maintained continuous communication regarding the project, routinely 
inspecting and approving the ongoing technical works. In 1926, the President of the 
Supreme Muslim Council formally requested that he return to Jerusalem to compile 
a comprehensive evaluation of the completed restoration works. Upon his arrival in 
-HUXVDOHP��$KPDG�.DPDO�DO�'LQ�GUDIWHG�DQ�RIÀFLDO�SURJUHVV�UHSRUW��ZKLFK�VWDWHG�WKH�
following (see Figure 9) (Supreme Muslim Council Report, 1347 AH, p. 11): 

«Your Eminence, President of the Supreme Muslim Council: Pursuant to Your Eminence’s 
letter dated March 24, 1926, conveying the joint resolution of the Supreme Muslim Council 
and the Restoration Committee stipulating that the architectural works I initiated must be 
brought to completion by my hand and under my direct supervision in accordance with 
the prescribed contractual terms, I have arrived in Jerusalem. Two and a half years have 
elapsed since the departure of our initial technical committee, and I have since reviewed 
all architectural works executed during my absence and meticulously examined all drafted 
engineering designs. It gives me great pleasure to inform Your Eminence that all works 
completed thus far under the direct supervision of Rushdi Bey, an esteemed member of our 
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initial committee, have been executed with consummate skill and in absolute conformity 
with the structural blueprints and designs I originally established. I am deeply grateful 
and proud of this successful coordination; furthermore, I have formally approved all 
supplementary designs drafted by the aforementioned engineer and have provided him 
with the necessary technical directives. — Professor Architect, Ahmad Kamal al-Din»

    

Figure 9: The reconstruction carried out under the supervision of Kamal Al-Din in Al-Qibli Mosque.

The restoration project of the Al-Aqsa Mosque dome highlights the intense 
complexity characterizing the interplay between modern engineering requirements, 
KLVWRULFDO� SUHVHUYDWLRQ� FKDOOHQJHV�� DQG� WKH� VLWH·V� SURIRXQG� UHOLJLRXV� VLJQLÀFDQFH��$�
clear discourse emerged between the radical paradigm favoring absolute structural 
reconstruction using reinforced concrete to secure maximum load-bearing stability, 
and the conservative methodology emphasizing the viability of preserving the original 
historical framework by targeted underpinning of the historic columns and arches 
WR� HQVXUH� VWUXFWXUDO� HTXLOLEULXP�� 8OWLPDWHO\�� WKH� ÀQDO� UHVROXWLRQ³ZKLFK� SULRULWL]HG�
safeguarding the historical character and symbolic legacy of the congregational mosque 
ZKLOH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�VDWLVI\LQJ�HVVHQWLDO�VWUXFWXUDO�HQJLQHHULQJ�UHTXLUHPHQWV³UHÁHFWV�
a highly sophisticated understanding of heritage conservation aimed at preserving the 
unique identity and historical essence (genius loci) of the site.

Fourth: Contemporary Arab and Western Perspectives on the Architectural 
Contributions of Ahmad Kamal al-Din

The renowned architectural historian K.A.C. Creswell observed that the structural 
restorations directed by architect Ahmad Kamal al-Din successfully uncovered 
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QXPHURXV� FRQFHDOHG� VWUXFWXUDO� GHWDLOV�� ZKLFK� GHÀQLWLYHO\� SURYH� WKDW� WKH� FXUUHQW�
DUFKLWHFWXUDO�FRQÀJXUDWLRQ�RI�Al-Jami’ al-Aqsa dates back to the reign of the Fatimid 
Caliph Al-Zahir rather than the later era of Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi. To substantiate this 
historical attribution, Creswell relied on several structural and physical evidentiary 
indicators (Creswell, 1989, pp. 76–78):

1. Uncovering of Fatimid Epigraphy and Mosaics: During the restoration, the 
removal of the plaster layer from the northern face of the main northern arch 
VXSSRUWLQJ� WKH�GRPH�H[SRVHG�D�PDJQLÀFHQW�PRVDLF�FRPSRVLWLRQ�DGRUQHG�ZLWK�
dense acanthus scrolls; this ornamental program was encircled by an extensive 
.XÀF�FDOOLJUDSKLF�LQVFULSWLRQ�GLUHFWO\�EHQHDWK�WKH�URRI�EHDPV��H[SOLFLWO\�LQYRNLQJ�
the name of the Fatimid Caliph Al-Zahir. This physical epigraphic evidence 
GHÀQLWLYHO\�HVWDEOLVKHV� WKDW� WKH�SULPDU\�VXSSRUWLQJ�DUFK�FDQQRW�GDWH� ODWHU� WKDQ�
1035 AD.

2. Structural Examination of the Timber Dome Substructure: The partial 
extraction of the lead cladding from the lower perimeter of the wooden dome 
VKHOO� UHYHDOHG� WKDW� WKLV� ERWWRP� HGJH� ÁDUHV� VOLJKWO\� RXWZDUG� WR� GLYHUW� UDLQ�
DQG� VQRZ�� 7KLV� DUFKLWHFWXUDO� FRQÀJXUDWLRQ� LV� VHFXUHG� LQ� SODFH� E\� SURMHFWLQJ�
horizontal tie-beams (wall plates) extending outward by approximately seventy-
ÀYH�FHQWLPHWHUV��$OWKRXJK�WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI� WKHVH�QHZO\�H[SRVHG�VWUXFWXUDO�
timbers were heavily compromised by wood-boring insects, the few remaining 
uncorrupted fragments preserved intricate Fatimid-era ornamental carvings; this 
diagnostic detail proves that the dome’s supporting drum (tambour)—alongside 
all four primary load-bearing arches, rather than merely the single lower arch—
cannot date later than the reign of Caliph Al-Zahir.

3. Analysis of the Structural Tie-Beam Network: Every structural arch within the 
congregational hall is interconnected via a system of double tie-beams secured 
with iron nails. The underside of each timber pair features a decorative wooden 
VRIÀW�ERDUG�DGRUQHG�ZLWK�KLVWRULF�SDLQWHG�RUQDPHQWDWLRQ��ZKLFK�KDG�KLVWRULFDOO\�
been concealed by later pine wood paneling that was subsequently dismantled in 
ten to twelve locations during the survey. Notably, one of these primary tie-beams 
VLWXDWHG�WR�WKH�ZHVW�RI�WKH�GRPH�IHDWXUHV�D�.XÀF�HSLJUDSKLF�EDQG�SDOHRJUDSKLFDOO\�
dating back to the eleventh century AD. Consequently, the surrounding arcade 
network adjacent to the central dome assembly, as well as the foundational tie-
beam spanning the central transept immediately following the dome, cannot 
post-date the original Fatimid building phase under Caliph Al-Zahir.

The prominent Islamic scholar Muhammad Rashid Rida highly commended the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque restoration campaign, evaluating its completion as an eminently 
successful endeavor achieved through divine providence. To substantiate this 
assessment, he highlighted that the devastating Palestine earthquakes of Muharram 
�����$+� OHIW� QR� GLVFHUQLEOH� VWUXFWXUDO� LPSDFW� XSRQ� WKH� VSHFLÀF� ]RQHV� ZKHUH� WKH�
architectural interventions had been executed, despite the fact that numerous other 
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PRQXPHQWDO�VWUXFWXUHV�DFURVV�-HUXVDOHP�VXIIHUHG�VHYHUH�FUDFNLQJ�DQG�ÀVVXUHV��5LGD�
framed this outcome as empirical proof that the recent restorations were executed 
in strict accordance with sound engineering principles, thereby endowing the 
superstructure with the resilience required to withstand and resist severe environmental 
shocks. He further emphasized that this conclusion was not merely a subjective 
WKHRUHWLFDO� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�� UDWKHU�� LW� ZDV� RIÀFLDOO\� YHULÀHG� E\� VHYHUDO� VWUXFWXUDO�
engineers who visited the site to inspect the structural durability of the works, all of 
whom concurred that the Supreme Muslim Council’s proactive stabilization of the 
dome had effectively prevented its catastrophic collapse during the seismic event. 
Consequently, Rashid Rida maintained that these operations transcended routine 
architectural repairs, serving as a decisive structural intervention that safeguarded 
Al-Aqsa Mosque from total destruction (Rida, Muharram 1347 AH, p. 310; Rida, 12 
Rabi’ al-Awwal 1347 AH, p. 384).

Speaking as a dedicated cultural heritage advocate and leveraging his past executive 
experience as the chief accountant for the Supreme Muslim Council, Abdullah 
Mukhlis leveled a comprehensive critique against the performance of the restoration 
committee. He contended that the Council had systemically failed to implement 
VWULFW�ÀVFDO�DXVWHULW\�PHDVXUHV�DFURVV�WKH�H[HFXWHG�RSHUDWLRQV��FKDUJLQJ�LQVWHDG�WKDW�
the administration had succumbed to nepotism and favoritism toward relatives and 
SHUVRQDO�DVVRFLDWHV��0XNKOLV�FODULÀHG�WKDW�WKH�SURFXUHPHQW�RI�SULPDU\�PDWHULDOV�ZDV�
channeled through predetermined merchants bypassing standard public tendering 
DQG�FRPSHWLWLYH�ELGGLQJ�SURWRFROV��+H�KLJKOLJKWHG�D�PDVVLYH�ÀQDQFLDO�GLVFUHSDQF\��
noting that while the market value of the primary construction materials utilized in the 
restoration—namely stone, timber, iron, and cement—did not exceed ten thousand 
Egyptian pounds, the aggregate operational expenditures soared to nearly six times 
WKDW�DPRXQW��DQ�LQÁDWLRQ�IXUWKHU�H[DFHUEDWHG�E\�WKH�H[RUELWDQW�VDODULHV�GUDZQ�E\�WKH�
technical committee members. 

0XNKOLV� VSHFLÀFDOO\� FULWLTXHG�$KPDG� .DPDO� DO�'LQ� %H\·V� GLSORPDWLF� YR\DJH� WR�
Ankara, which was intended to assess the feasibility of manufacturing specialized 
underglaze faience tiles in Kütahya, characterizing the mission as a stark example 
RI�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�ÀVFDO�PLVPDQDJHPHQW��+H�QRWHG�WKDW�XSRQ�KLV�DUULYDO��$KPDG�.DPDO�
al-Din discovered that the co-owners of the sole operational tile factory in Kütahya 
had already vacated the city, with one having emigrated to Greece and the other 
having paradoxically arrived in Jerusalem. Furthermore, Mukhlis explained that 
Ahmad Kamal al-Din attempted to negotiate a contract with the co-owner present in 
-HUXVDOHP�WR�UH�HVWDEOLVK�D�PDQXIDFWXULQJ�IDFLOLW\�LQ�.�WDK\D�VSHFLÀFDOO\�WR�VXSSO\�
the historic tiles required for the Dome of the Rock facade before subsequently 
relocating him to Jerusalem; however, this convoluted enterprise ultimately failed 
due to the artisan’s refusal to accept the contract parameters (Filastin newspaper, 
August 31, 1928, Issue 521112-, pp. 16/). 

Mukhlis considered these two incidents clear evidence of the extravagance that 



261

Al-Maqdissiyah - Issue 3 in English - Spring 2026

accompanied the restoration project of Al-Aqsa Mosque in general. He viewed that 
sending Ahmad Kamal al-Din and a member of the Council to Ankara burdened the 
6XSUHPH�0XVOLP�&RXQFLO�ZLWK�ODUJH�ÀQDQFLDO�ORDGV�WKDW�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�DYRLGHG��
He also considered that the attempt to bring Qashani tiles from Kütahya, despite 
the presence of its artisan and his factory in Jerusalem, reveals the failure of the 
Supreme Muslim Council body and the Restoration Committee to scrutinize the 
methods of expenditure, and indicates a lack of care in rationalizing resources and 
properly directing them. Mukhlis also pointed to the weak participation of Islamic 
countries in the restoration project, explaining that the Supreme Muslim Council 
had requested each Islamic state to send a representative to follow the works, but 
most of those countries did not participate effectively. He demonstrated that the 
PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� UHVWRUDWLRQ� FRPPLWWHH� WKHPVHOYHV� ZHUH� QRW� VXIÀFLHQWO\� LQIRUPHG�
RI� WKH�H[SHQGLWXUHV�RU� WKH�SURJUHVV�RI� WKH�ZRUNV��ZKLFK� UHÁHFWHG�� LQ�KLV�YLHZ�� WKH�
absence of collective monitoring and joint supervision over a project that enjoys great 
religious and cultural importance. To support his position, Mukhlis cited the opinions 
of German engineers who studied the project and presented alternative solutions that 
KH�VDLG�ZHUH�FDSDEOH�RI�UHGXFLQJ�FRVWV�E\�PRUH�WKDQ�ÀIW\�SHUFHQW��+H�YLHZHG�WKDW�
the Supreme Muslim Council’s rejection of these proposals, and its insistence on 
FRQWLQXLQJ�KLJK�H[SHQGLWXUHV��H[SUHVVHV�D� ODFN�RI�ÁH[LELOLW\� LQ�PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�D�
disregard for practical economic solutions that could have achieved the architectural 
JRDO�DW�D�ORZHU�FRVW�DQG�ZLWK�JUHDWHU�ÀQDQFLDO�GLVFLSOLQH��Filastin newspaper, August 
31, 1928, Issue 521112-, pp. 16/).

Conclusion

The restoration of Al-Aqsa Mosque in the period 1922–1925 can be considered a 
pioneering model for heritage architecture in the Islamic world, as a balance was 
achieved between preserving the historical identity, strengthening the structure, 
and resisting natural factors. The project showed how a specialized architect, 
such as Ahmad Kamal al-Din, can integrate precise technical knowledge with an 
understanding of the historical context and traditional materials to guarantee the 
sustainability of the building. 

The project also highlighted the challenges of economic and monitoring management 
LQ� PDMRU� KHULWDJH� SURMHFWV�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� QHHG� IRU� FDUHIXOO\� FRQVLGHUHG� ÀQDQFLDO�
planning, careful selection of suppliers, monitoring of expenditures, and the effective 
participation of supervisory and international entities. This experience provides 
an important model for studying the relationship between historical architecture 
DQG� PRGHUQ� HQJLQHHULQJ� PDQDJHPHQW�� DQG� FRQÀUPV� WKDW� SURWHFWLQJ� DUFKLWHFWXUDO�
heritage is not limited to technical precision alone, but rather requires an integrated 
administrative framework that guarantees the sustainability of heritage works and the 
preservation of their cultural and religious value over the long term.
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