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The Role of Palestinian Universities in Developing the Political
Participation of Students: “Case Study: Birzeit University 2011 - 2013”

Prepared by: Faris Ahmed Faris Odeh.

Supervised by: Dr. Abed Al-Rahman Al - Haj

Abstract:

The researcher states the objectives of the study, by defining the role of universities and
student movements, "particularly at Birzeit University” in developing and enhancing the
political participation of students. Moreover, studying the impact of the educational
process, public relations and media in developing the political participation of students
through asking the following major question: is there a role for Palestinian universities in
general and Birzeit University in particular in developing the political participation of

students?

In order to answer this question the researcher follows several procedures by using the
descriptive analytical methodology in creating a questionnaire for the basis of the study.
This questionnaire is specified for third and fourth year students of Birzeit University.
Furthermore, the researcher found some previous studies related to the topic and he also
stated few associated theories as Socialization, Political Participation, and Political
Commitment. The researcher conducted the required statistical analysis and he came out

with the following:

The results illustrated the positive role of Birzeit University in developing and enhancing
the political participation of students through political pluralism, elections and voluntary
work. As for resistance, the students have neutral point of view. Besides, the results
emphasized the positive role of the student movement in resisting occupation in addition to

increasing the spirit of national giving and political participation.



In contrast, there is a lack of communication between the student movement in Birzeit
University and other student movements of other universities. Also, there is a lack of
involving students in courses in order to raise their awareness of elections and politics.

The sample of the study emphasized the positive role of Birzeit University regarding the
educational process by giving a course of lectures about Palestinian history and geography.
On the other hand, the results pointed out that the curriculum encourages women to
participate in political activities. Nevertheless, the findings showed a lack in offering
modern political knowledge and courses that fit the domestic and international
developments.

The findings also illustrated the positive role of public relations and media at Birzeit
University in developing the students politically. In contrast, there is a lack of
communication with the Palestinian Government regarding rising political awareness of

students.
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