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Aquaculture projects in the West Bank between attitudes and
institutional readiness.

Prepared by: Seema NAMOURAH

Supervisor: Dr. MOHANNAD QURAIE
Cosupervisor: Dr. Ziad QANNAM

Abstract

This study was conducted between March and August of the year 2022. It aimed to

identify the institutional attitudes and readiness of aquaculture projects in the West

Bank. The study adopted a descriptive approach based on a questionnaire and

interview tools used with 53 aquaculture field 53 specialists from the aquaculture

field. The sampling method used in this research was nonrandom coincidental

sample, and 3 interviews were conducted with professionals at aquaculture projects.
Data were analyzed through the SPSS statistical software.

The results indicate that despite the different formulations, the total definitions of
aquaculture provided by the respondents were logical and consistent with the
literature definition of aquaculture in the general framework. This reflects the
understanding and awareness of the respondents about the subject of the study,
whether from the reality of their study and learning or from the reality of their
experience and field experience that all respondents support aquaculture. The most
mentioned indications were represented in the demand of the agricultural experts to
support the practices of aquaculture, followed by the demand of the scientific centers
(research and academic) to actively participate in raising the efficiency of the
aquaculture projects. Other indications were mentioned as well such as develop the
investments within aquaculture projects including and direct other people to research
and develop aquaculture projects. The biggest motive towards aquaculture is the
need for a reliable local resource of fresh fish, environment friendly projects and the
most important is the expected economic feasibility of aquaculture projects
Regarding the challenges of aquaculture application, the infrastructure initial costs of
these projects were the most severe challenge, followed by the available capital and
the fodder needed for the fish, and the management of the waste from these
aquaculture projects.

While in terms of institutional readiness towards aquaculture projects, it was
clarified as a very low level which lacks legislations and laws which manage
aquaculture, followed by the location and priority of aquaculture projects in the
national strategic plans. While the highest level of the public readiness if the public
risk awareness of the dangers that manage surround the aquaculture projects. The
capability of managing these dangers at the Palestinian institutions is big from the
first level. This readiness needs more work to be developed and upgraded to reach the
required level. The lowest level of readiness in the capacity of Palestinian institutions
in the field of aquaculture is to provide funding and production inputs from fodders
and fingerlings. While the highest level of the capacity of the Palestinian institutions
to design and establish a model for a aquaculture project (pools, infrastructure, etc.),

L



provide a land with specific characteristics (geographical location, space, and enough
water) aquaculture, create an economic feasibility study for these projects, develop a
comprehensive vision (production requirements, fingerlings, fodders, etc.), provide a
water source to establish the project (in the cases which lack of natural resources or
low flow), manage the expected risks of these projects (death, managerial and
technical risks, and weather), and study the market need for aquaculture projects
and its capability of scientific justification. On the other hand, the lowest level of the
Palestinian capacity of aquaculture-related institutions is to provide funding and
production inputs from feed and fingerlings.

Finally, the study recommends raising the awareness about the importance and the
nutritional value of aquaculture projects among the community, publishing
awareness messages about the developmental repercussions of aquaculture (social,
environmental, and economical repercussions), adopting aquaculture projects in the
strategic plans of the ministry of agriculture and official bodies, reconsidering the
decision and regulations related to aquaculture with new regulations that organize
the work and mechanism and application of aquaculture projects, raising the
capabilities, knowledge and expertise of human cadres in the aquaculture fields,
whether public or private sectors, specially (agronomists and veterinarians) through
the exchange of experiences or specialized courses, developing and adopting new
projects by the ministry of agriculture, providing the necessary support, guidance,
technical and material expertise, increasing the efforts to study the development of
aquaculture projects by research centers and universities should include aquaculture
within their agriculture study programs. Public and private sectors should work on
providing a local resource of fish fodders, direct the institutions that works in the
agriculture sector towards aquaculture projects and fund them, provide a center or
market for all the requirements of aquaculture productions, and the government
should adopt aquaculture projects through providing a hatchery that produces high
quality fingerlings through the ministry of Agriculture and the National Resarch
Center.
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