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Intellectual rights for audio—-visual works

Prepared by: Sajeda Mahmoud Adawi
Supervision: Dr. Muhammad Erekat

Abstract:

This study aims to elucidate the legal protection of audiovisual works,
including the duration of protection and the fate of these works after the
expiration of the protection period. It explores the legal protection afforded
administratively and judicially, examining various legal actions available to
producers of audiovisual recordings. The study addresses the main issue: to
what extent do local and international legislations achieve their optimal
goals in protecting audiovisual works? To achieve this, the study employs a
descriptive-analytical approach, outlining the challenges faced by authors
and producers of audiovisual works, instances of infringement, relevant
protective elements and laws, and an analysis of the effectiveness of these
laws scientifically and objectively.

The study is divided into three chapters. The first chapter defines
audiovisual works and discusses their legal adaptation by presenting their
conceptual framework. The second chapter explores the similarities and
differences between producers of audiovisual works and other neighboring
rights holders, examining the financial rights of producers. The third chapter
delves into the scope of legal protection for audiovisual works, detailing the
protective measures available to their producers.



The study concludes with several key findings. Despite the emphasis on
audio works in international treaties, national and international legislations
have not adequately addressed audiovisual works. Additionally, the study
reveals that the material rights are shared among all neighboring rights
holders, including producers of audiovisual recordings, audio recording
producers, broadcasting organizations, and performing artists. The
protection period, according to Palestinian law, lasts for fifty years from the
date of production, after which the work enters the public domain.
Unauthorized use of protected audiovisual works is considered infringement,
including unauthorized reproduction and imitation, with the latter extending
to the duplication of physical attributes and cover design.
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