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Women working in the Palestinian police: Motives and obstacles
Prepared by: Sireen A. Daraghmeh
Supervisor: Dr. Faisal Al-za'non

Abstract

This study was conducted in the period between October, 2009 and December, 2012. The
target population of the study included al the female working for the Palestinian Police
Force in all Palestinian Police Directorates in the west bank. The total sample size for the
study was 129 female police officers which represents approximately 50% of the total
number of female police officers in all police directorates in the west bank whose total
number is 263 female police. The stratified Random sample method was used to pick the
sample.

The main goal of this study is to identify the motives behind the women enrollment in the
Palestinian Police force and find the obstacles facing such enrollment compared to that of
other fields. In addition, the study aimed to identify the impact of the study variables on the
enrollment of the woman into the Police Force.

The researcher used the descriptive approach to complete this study. Toward that end, the
researcher utilized questionnaires in addition to reviewing related literature to collect data
and information. The questionnaire was developed to measure the variables affecting the
different views and trends such as. age, rank, educational level, marital status, ..etc. as
independent variables. The questionnaire questions focused on three axes, the first one
regards the study sample demographic information, the second one to measure the nature
of women work in the Palestinian Police Force, and the third one to measure the trends
toward enrollment in the Palestinian Police Force. Finally, the questionnaire consisted of
95 sections, and the collected data were statistically analyzed using The Statistical Package
for Socia Sciences (SPSS).

The result of this study showed that one of the most important motives and incentives to
work for the Palestinian Police force is the nature of the work schedule that takes in
account the privacy of the woman situation and the ease of promotion. It is worth
mentioning, that there was a clear disparity between the answer of married women and
single ones.

In addition, the study showed that the most important obstacles facing the woman
enrollment in Palestinian Police Force are the opposition of the family, the nature of this
work is contrary to the social values and traditions, the work place does not fit their
military rank and their educational level, and the embarrassment of the husbands as a result
of their wives work in the Palestinian Police force. In addition, many of the women
working for the police force mentioned that the work in the Palestinian police force did not
achieve their desired goals and ambitions.

Based on the results mentioned above, the study recommends the following: first,
designing and implementing social awareness programs aimed at showing the importance

1



of the women role in the police work. Second, establishing a speciaized unit to train
women while taking into account their situations and needs. Third, analyzing the work
including the job description and the tasks assigned to women, as well as determining the
required qualifications, expertise, and training courses with continuous assessment of
training courses. Fourth, coordinating and consulting countries that have experience in this
field. And finaly, the study recommends conducting further studies addressing WWomen
enrollment in the Palestinian Police Force and in military forcesin general.
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