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The Coverage of the Palestinian media for the events that took place
between the national media and the media of the religious movements.

Prepared by: Layal Fahmi Mahmoud Obeid
Supervisor: Dr. Ahmad Abu Daya

Abstract:

This study discusses the coverage of the Palestinian media for the events that took place in
early October of 2015 between the national media represented by Palestine TV and the
media of the religious movements via Al-Agsa TV. The study relies on descriptive and
historical approaches and the methodology of content analysis to achieve this goal.

The study also adopted the communication theories of Priority Setting (the agenda), the
Theory of Analysis of the Media Framework and the Gatekeeper theory. The study also
reveales the emergence of the Palestinian media and its development, the violations of the
Israeli occupation against the Palestinian Authority and its aftermath, and the challenges
faced by the Palestinian media in this field. In addition, it also covers Palestinian media
between the national media and the Islamic orientated media.

The researcher analyzes the contents of two television newscasts, one of which is
broadcasted on Palestine TV and represents the national sector, and the other which is
broadcasted on al-Agsa TV and represents religious movements in the media. These two
components are used to know the contents, roles and trends of the media as well as
showing a comparison between the two broadcasters during the events of late 2015.

One of the most important findings in the study is that the area that specializes in covering
the media of the religious movements (during these events) were inclined to inflame the
internal situation in the Palestinian streets to serve its editorial agenda; which coincides
with its own project on open confrontation under the occupation.

This is in contrast to the national media, represented by the PLO and the Palestinian
leadership. The national media covered an extension of its diplomatic trajectory and its
movement towards the institutions and organizations of the United Nations. This is
rationalized by the escalation of attacks on Palestinians and social networking sites which
helped strengthened their ability to interact with the public to convey these events. It also
helped to describe the positive events of popular charity while the Islamic media rushed to
expand their concept of the attacks by labeling it “third intifada” or “the uprising of
Jerusalem”.
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