Scientific cooperation Al-Quds University (AQU) with:                                                       BELGIUM


Report on cooperation activities between AQU and Vrije Universiteit of Brussels from 2009 to 2013

The cooperation between AQU and VUB reached a new quality with the TEMPUS and Erasmus Mundus (EM) agreements signed in 2009 and 2007 respectively.
The establishment of an Academic International Office (AIO) at AQU, notably supported by VUB as coordinator of the TEMPUS-CORINTHIAM Project, resulted in a remarkable increase of students’ and academic staff exchange. The employment and training of specialized staff for international academic relations was crucial to develop and structure exchange programs and projects with international universities and research institutions.
The exchange of outgoing students increased from 8 in 2009 to 18 in 2014, and 
The exchange of incoming students increased from 1 in 2009 to 21 in 2014. (This number is still limited due to the Israeli visa policy.) 
The student exchange was realized in cooperation with universities in France, Spain, Turkey, Italy, UK, U.S.A, Chile, Russia and Germany.
Academic staff exchange through short & long term visits; conferences; research, teaching & scientific visits increased also considerably, in particular with the mentioned countries.



In cooperation with VUB, following exchanges were realized:
Professors  &Researchers/University Management
AQU to VUB:
	Name of the Applicant
	AQU Faculty/Institution
	Topic
	VUB Counterpart
	Duration
From-to
	Funded through

	Zakaria Al-Qaq
	Vice Pres/ Foreign Affairs
	Academic staff mobility:
-integration or association into one of the participating institutions;

	Kim Van Der Borght
	1st – 31stJul  2010
	 ERASMUS MUNDUS ECW 
(Lot 3) – 2009/2010



Exchange of students
	Family Name
	First Name
	AQU Faculty/Institution
	Topic
	VUB Counterpart
	Duration
From-to
	Funded through

	Mr. Halabiye
	Hassan
	Fac. of Business & Economics
	BA studies
for 1 year at Department of Finance at VUB (5th&6th semester)
	Macaj Gjovalin
Department of Finance at VUB &
Erasmus Mundus coordinator
	Aug 2011 Aug 2012
	ERASMUS MUNDUS ECW
(Lot 3) – 2009/2010

	Ms. Ikhmayes
	Sabah
	INSAN Center for Gender Studies
	PhD studies for 3 years at Center for Gender Studies and Diversity Research University of VUB. In 2013 Ms. Ikhmayes was nominated director of the AQU Center for Gender Studies (Insan Center).
	Alison E. Woodward
Research Professor 
	Aug 2011 Aug 2013
	ERASMUS MUNDUS ECW
(Lot 3) – 2009/2010



Academic management
	Family Name
	First Name
	Faculty/Institution
	Topic
	VUB Counterpart
	Duration
From-to
	Funded through

	Dr. Barghouthi
	Samira
	Deanship for Scientific Research
	Through intensive cooperation with the counterparts at VUB, AQU Academic International office was established, mobility of students and staff was promoted, preparations for the introduction of ECTS at AQU (pilot in political science), support to establishment of AQU Academic Relations Office 
	Dr. Machado, Carlos
TEMPUS project coordinator
	2009 -2011
	TEMPUS, CORINTHIAM Project



As specific impact of the cooperation with VUB we would like to underline, that it: 
· Contributed to the academic development at AQU (no possibilities for PhD studies at AQU)
· Facilitated the access to up-to-date teaching and learning methods and methodologies at university level,
· Facilitated the access to academic resources,
· Promoted the development of academic networks, in particular as a multiplier of exchanges of students and academics,
· Motivated to initiate change processes at AQU in teaching methods and organization of studies,
· Enhanced international scientific cooperation to improve academic standards at AQU,






AQU is interested in fostering the cooperation with VUB through following activities:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Based on the positive experience in cooperation with TEMPUS and Erasmus Mundus coordinators at VUB, the AQU administrative assistance was invited to a training course to Brussels to learn about motivation and recruitment methodologies for student exchanges.
· AQU plans to organize a joint workshop between AQU and VUB staff in academic cooperation to explore further possibilities for postgraduate studies of AQU graduates at VUB and to inform VUB staff and students about conditions and possibilities for studies and research at AQU.
· Special attention will be given to study opportunities for the creation of consortia to participate in the EU programs E+ and H2020, and to develop services for researchers and graduate students to participate and develop joint international projects.
· For AQU, the development of joint post graduate degrees is one main objective within its strategy for internationalization.
· AQU is particularly interested to discuss chances to access scientific online publications through cooperation with the VUB library.
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