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The effect of violence in an early age on the cognitive development of
school students in the West Bank

Prepared by: Ramadan Mohamad Abdallah Awad
Supervisor: Dr. Azmi Abu-Soud

Abstract

This study aimed to define The effect of violence in an early age on the cognitive
development of school students in the West Bank. It also aimed to define the variation of
statistical significance in The effect of violence in an early age on the cognitive
development of school students in the West Bank according to (sex, the institution that is
responsible on the school, place of residence, the type of violence) variations.

The study sample consisted of (5200) students from public schools and UNRWA schools
in Palestine. The sample was chosen in a random way. The researcher also used the

descriptive method in order to achieve the objectives of the study.

The study found that the level of violence in Palestinian schools was moderate, which
means that there is violence in Palestinian schools, but not to the extent that it affects
children's cognitive development. The results also show that males are less affected by
violence in their cognitive development in comparison with girls that show a great effect
by violence. The results showed that physical and psychological violence in public schools
was higher than in UNRWA schools. Also, the results of the study showed that the
violence in students living in camps was higher than that of students living in cities and
rural areas. The study also found that physical violence affects the students more than
psychological violence, which means that physical violence can affect the student's
cognitive development rather than psychological violence. Finally, the results show that
the higher the level of violence against the student, the less their cognitive development is,

which means that the relationship between violence and mental development is inverse.

The researcher recommends the need to educate students about the necessity to stay away
from the use of violence in the disputes and replacing it with conversations and discussion,
as it works to develop their mental abilities, and contribute to raise the level of intelligence

and academic achievement.



Also, the study recommends reducing the number of students in public schools, because
overcrowding and lack of classroom space lead to increased violence by students against
each other and this leads to a decline in the level of cognitive development which, leads

low academic achievement.

Finally, it recommends promoting extracurricular activities in schools and motivates
students to do them as they help to build and develop the mental abilities of the student,
and reduce the negative energy among students, which can lead to quarrels and violence

between them.
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S Jaa 1(2)3ala

Table 2: The effect of maltreatment on cognitive abilities, OLS Estimate

Dep. Var. Cognitive test (1) (2) 3) (4) (5)
Family Lack of Support (18 points) -0.536***  -0.449***  -0.476***  -0.474***  -0.487***
(0.081) (0.081) (0.085) (0.083) (0.075)
Neglect Family (4 points) -2.727**%*%  -2.500%**  -2.350***  -2.366***  -2.307***
(0.316) (0.310) (0.325) (0.320) (0.331)
Abuse Family (2 [points) -3.197***  -2.932%**  _2.778***  -2.807***  -2.539***
(0.722) (0.654) (0.707) (0.705) (0.650)
Physical maltreatment index (10 points) 0.148 0.149 0.119 0.126 0.199
(0.155) (0.154) (0.167) (0.164) (0.145)
Observations 4,630 4,539 3,832 3,832 3,832
R-squared 0.179 0.230 0.263 0.272 0.375
individual- Level Controls YES YES YES YES YES
Family-Level Controls NO YES YES YES YES
Locality Level Controls NO NO YES YES YES
School Authority NO NO NO YES NO
School FE NO YES NO NO YES

Notes: Robust standard errors clustered at the school level are reported in parentheses. Individual-level controls
include sex(female 1) , age, refugee status. Family level controls include father and mother education. School-
Level control contains school type (UNRWA or Governmental). Locality-level controls contain poverty rate,
the proportion of locality under area C, the presence of the separation wall, population in 2013.

*** n<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1.
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Table (3) :The effect of maltreatment on cognitive abilities, OIS Estimates

Dep. Var. Cognitive test (1) (2) (3) (4)
Family Lack of Support (18 points) -0.809***
(0.064)
Neglect Family (4 points) -3.492%**
(0.311)
Abuse Family (2 points) -4.702%**
(0.553)

Physical maltreatment index (10 points) -0.683***

(0.127)
Observations 4,146 4,045 3,923 4,018
R-squared 0.370 0.372 0.350 0.348
individual- Level Controls YES YES YES YES
Family-Level Controls YES YES YES YES
Locality Level Controls YES YES YES YES
School FE YES YES YES YES

Notes: Robust standard errors clustered at the school level are reported in parentheses. Individual-level controls
include sex, age, refugee status. Family level controls include father and mother education. School-Level
control contains school type (UNRWA or Governmental). Locality-level controls contain poverty rate, the
proportion of locality under area C, the presence of the separation wall, population in 2013.

**% p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1.
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