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Abstract

Feeling of Psychological Security and Its Relationship
with the Motivation for learning among Tawjihi Students in the Northern
Governorates of the West Bank

By Ola T. Karsou’
Advisor: Dr. Mohammed A. Abdeen

This study sought to identify the feeling of psychological security and its relationship with the
motivation for learning among the tawjihi (12" graders) students in the northern governorates
of the West Bank. Further, the study sought to find out the impact of the demographic
variables sex, stream (literary / scientific), place of living, and academic average in the first
semester on the degree of psychological feeling of security and the level of motivation for
learning among them. To these ends, the researcher used the descriptive method and Abraham
Maslow's scales of feeling of psychological security and motivation for learning. The
researcher tested their reliability and validity. The coefficient reliability of Maslow's scale of
the feeling of psychological security was (0.89) while the coefficient reliability of the
motivation for learning scale was (0.77) The two scales were administered to a randomly
chosen sample of (690) 12" grade male and female students in the second semester of
(2005/2006.)

After data collection, the researcher used the appropriate statistical program to analyze the
results of (655) valid responses. He calculated the percentages, means, and standard
deviations. He also used (t-test) One-Way Analysis of Variance, (LSD) test as well as
Pearson's Correlation Coefficient using SPSS.

After analysis of data, it was found that the overall degree of the feeling of psychological
security items was average among the students. The mean was (2.03) and the percentage was
(67.67%). In contrast, the overall degree of the motivation for learning items was high among
the students. The mean was (3.46) and the percentage was (69.20%). It was also found that

there were statistically significant differences at (o=0.05), in the degree of feeling of
psychological security among tawjihi students in the northern governorates of the West Bank,
due to sex in favor of males, and due to stream in favor of scientific stream students, and due
to place of living, between the city and the refugee camp, in favor of the former, and between
the village and the refugee camp, in favor of the village. The difference due to average in the
first semester were between satisfactory and good in favor of good average, and between
satisfactory and very good in favor of very good average, and between satisfactory and
excellent in favor of excellent average and between good and excellent in favor of excellent
average and between very good and excellent in favor of excellent average. There were also

statistically significant differences at (a=0.05) in the level of motivation for learning, due to
sex in favor of females. The differences due to average in the first semester were between
satisfactory and good in favor of good average students, and between satisfactory and very
good in favor of very good average, and between satisfactory and excellent in favor of
excellent average.



However, it was found that there were no statistically significant differences at (ot=0.05), in
the level of motivation, due to stream (literary and scientific) and place of living. In spite of
that, it was found that there was a positive correlation, of statistical significance, at (0.01)
between the feeling of psychological security and motivation for learning.

In the light of the study findings, the researcher the following recommendations were made:

e Increasing interest in reinforcing the feeling of psychological security and raising the

level of motivation for learning among the 12" grade students through the setting up of

a mechanism and programs that contribute to solving of problems facing the student

daily whether these problems are academic, social, psychological or financial resulting

from the occupation practices.

¢ Providing protective psychological counseling services to the students such as
orientation and counseling session, well-trained specialists, awareness campaigns
among students, families and schools. Strengthening relationship between schools and
parents will certainly enable the student to develop strong, secure personality and
develop motivation for learning and positive attitudes towards schools and teachers.

e Conducting more field educational studies and other comparative studies in different
Palestinian environments, such as the central and southern governorates of the West

Bank and the Gaza Strip, in order to determine the factors that contribute to the raising

of the degree of feeling of psychological security, and level of motivation for learning.
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