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Proposed mechanisms for the development of Eco-Tourism in the Jordan
Valley and the promotion of its expected role in achieving sustainable
development.

Abstract

This study was conducted in the period between months of May and December 2009. The target
group was concerned personnel in the international organizations, the official institutions and those
non-governmental foundations (developmental and researches) in the West Bank, as well as leaders
of the local community in southern part of the Jordan Valley.

For the purposes of achieving the objectives of the project , a questionnaire has been planned in
order to identify the reality of the southern part of the Jordan Valley in terms of: the most important
eco-tourist sites, the incentives of eco-tourism, the hindrances of eco-tourism, the promotion
mechanisms of eco-tourism and the expected role of eco-tourism in developing the local
community. The measurement tool was divided into three degrees (large 3, medium 2, weak 1)
each was divided into three levels (1, 2, 3). The questionnaire was distributed on (175) accidental
sample of the group. This research was undertaken in accordance with the basics of the descriptive
approach, data was analyzed and displayed by using (SPSS, Excel) programs.

As for the most significant results of the survey, it revealed that the most important places in the
southern of the Jordan Valley are the Dead Sea, Mount of Temptation and Al-fashkha spring ,with
the average of ( 2.74, 2.67,2.52 ) respectively.

Regarding the most important obstacles of eco-tourism according to average of group answers were
as follows: at the institutional level is the weakness of tourism investment ( 2.70) and lack of
tourism information ( 2.61), and at the political level , the lack of national sovereign authority over
borders (2.85) and the prevention of Arab tourists from visiting the tourist sites ( 2.79). At the level
of natural sources, the weakness of flowage of many springs (2.64) and the over-exploitation of
natural resources ( 2.64) Furthermore, at the level of infrastructure and superstructure is the
shortage of sanitation utilities in the tourist places ( 2.50) and the deficiency of tourist services
(2.47).

On the other hand, the most important incentives of eco-tourism that the region owned were
represented as follows: at the natural level is the pressence of the Dead Sea the unique natural site
in the world (2.86) , and due to the count of the area as the lowest point in the world from the sea
level ( 2.78).Moreover, at the institutional level is the availability of eligible human caders (2.43)
and organizational leadership that believes in eco-tourism ( 2.42).

Whereas, the most significant promotion mechanisms of eco-tourism according to average of group
answers were as following: at the fundamental level are setting up a strategic plan that focuses on
eco-tourism (2.71), encouraging the eco-tourist investment (2.71) and disseminating generally the
culture of eco-tourism ( 2.69 ). Further, at the level of natural areas are the activation of the
environmental laws (2.67) , the rehabilitation of natural zones (2.65) and the conservation of
biodiversity ( 2.62).

In regard to the expected role of the eco-tourism in achieving the development of the local
community according to the group answers were as follows: in the economic field, are the
contribution to increase the revenue (2.74) and the encouragement of internal tourism (2.63).
Besides, in the social field is to reinforce the relation of inhabitants with the tourist sites (2.50) and
to find an environmentally educated society (2.49). Additionally, in the health field is to ensure the
water quality (2.58) and to develop the health utilities in the region (2.49). As well as ,in the field
of culture is spreading out the knowledge at the national level (2.62) and paying more attention and



care about the natural culture heritage, (2.62). More, in the field of environment is to disseminate
generally the environmental culture ( 2.58) and safekeeping and sustentation of environment (2.57)

Finally and in the light of the previous outcomes, the study recommends that it is necessary to
invest in general in tourism and in particular in eco-tourism in the Jordan Valley, since it has the
inducements of eco-tourism, this can be done by the coordination between the public sector and the
private sector. A political solution should be found in order to have a national sovereign authority
over borders, so that it would allow tourism in the Palestinian territories for both Arabs and foreign
tourists alike. Due to the great significance of the Dead Sea location, information about such a
place should be promoted as it is one of the most world wonders .

Hence, researches and studies must be carried out to protect plants and animals in the Jordan
Valley to incrase them and to conserve the biodiversity. Still, it is necessary to try hard to
encourage and motivate the private sector to take advantage in the eco-tourism, the establishment
of a specialized institution to support the investment in the projects of eco-tourism and the
foundation of wholesome centers nearby the tourist places.
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