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Abstract:  

This study aims at investigating the reality of abandant children with unidentified parents. 

The data collection was conducted through direct interviews with all individuals and 

institutes involved. The interviews were conducted with the Ministry of Social Affairs, The 

Ministry of Interior Affairs, The Department of Family Protection at the Police and The 

Kresh institute. 

The researcher divided the study into four main domains that contribute in exploring the 

reality of the living conditions for the targeted children. The four domains are firstly, 

discuss the institutions involved in dealing with the targeted children secondly, discuss 

these children from the perspective of the workers in these institutions. Thirdly, discuss the 

administrative procedures taken by these institutes in dealing with the targeted children. 

Finally, introducing all the follow up and care measures taken by these institutes towards 

the targeted children. 

The researcher  found that all institutions adopt the best interest of the child from the 

moment he/she is found. The child is first taken to the police department where an official 

record is prepared and then the child is sent to a health center for three days where he/she 

is examined thoroughly, finally the child is sent to a shelter until his parents are identified. 

All investigated institutes showed their satisfaction of these procedures, but they 

complained about the official registration of these children in the civil records, where they 

pointed out the existence of a clear conflict in this issue among these institutes. This 

conflict has a clear negative impact on the child’s well being. 

The researcher also concluded that the legal procedures constitute a significant obstacle in 

the normal upbringing of the neglected children. The beauracratic procedures and the 

negative attitude of the officials in the related legal department contribute to the delay in 

issuing legal documents for these children and further follow up with these children. The 

social and financial aspects also represent a significant obstacle in the normal and healthy 

upbringing of these children since the Palestinian society does not accept these children 



 

 و 

and has a negative attitude towards them as well as the nonexistence of the DNA test in the 

Palestinian territories that makes it harder to identify the parents of these children. 

The researcher made several recommendations at the end of this research that would 

contribute to improving the living conditions of these children if taken seriously. These 

recommendations are, increasing the number of shelters that could create a good 

environment for these children to grow as healthy individuals. Improve the coordination 

between the different institutes related such as, Ministry of Social Affairs, Ministry of 

Interior Affairs, Police Departments and shelters. Preparing special programs that help 

these children to integrate in the society, finally prepare for awareness campaigns in the 

society that will help in changing the negative attitude of the Palestinian children towards 

these children. 
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