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Land settlement and its social and economic repercussions on the local
community in the city of Dura

Prepared by: Firas HIJEH
Supervised by: Dr. Ziad QANNAM

Abstract

The study aimed at identifying the reality of land settlement in the city of Dura and its
economic and social repercussions on the local community, from the point of view of an
accidental sample of workers in the settlement department, the municipality of Dura, the
settlement court, lawyers who plead in cases of settlement disputes, and the engineers of
the offices contracting with the municipality of Dura to complete land surveys. During the
period between September 2022 and May 2023, depending on the descriptive method and
the questionnaire as a research tool.

The results showed that about 75% of the respondents support the settlement. The level of
quality of settlement services and the level of satisfaction with its work came to a high
degree, with service quality indicators, the most important of which is the appropriate
working hours for all beneficiaries, devoting sufficient time to solve the problems faced by
the beneficiaries, and a nearby headquarters that is easily accessible by the beneficiaries.
As for the satisfaction indicators, the most important of them are organizing the bill of
rights, announcing the settlement, issuing the settlement order, defining the settlement
area, and approving the bill of rights for satisfaction. The results also showed that the
settlement obstacles came at a very large level, the most important of which are: the Israeli
divisions of areas (A, B, and C), the weakness of the existing land documentation system,
the adoption of the official publication of the settlement order in the Official Gazette,
which is not accessible to the ordinary citizen, and challenges related to the qualification of
the settlement work cadre, and disputes over land. Concerning the economic and social
repercussions of the settlement, both came to a great extent, and the most important of its
social repercussions is the protection of state land, the preservation of civil peace, the
security of greater possession for owners, the confirmation of absentee ownership of their
lands, and the owner’s sense of reassurance away from objections when disposing of land.
As for the economic repercussions, they are: investing in infrastructure, improving the
collection efficiency of local authorities, expanding the tax base, and enabling landowners
to obtain bank facilities. The study recommended promoting the settlement as a national
developmental issue par excellence, working to improve the competencies and skills of its
staff, working to develop, amend and update laws and legislation in line with the
Palestinian reality, and joint work between the legal authorities to reach faster, more
efficient and guarantee mechanisms for the rights of owners in cases transferred from the
courts. Competent to settlement courts, and search for more feasible solutions in stalled
cases before the land is transferred to the state treasury.

Keywords: land settlement, social repercussions, economic repercussions, the city of Dura
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