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The role of Palestinian women institutions in facing violence against
women in Palestinian society 1994-2014

Prepared by: Hiba Osama Said Samour
Supervised by: Dr. Ahmad Abu Dayyah

Abstract

This study seeks to identify the role of Palestinian women institutions in facing violence
against women in Palestinian society, stating the most prominent forms of violence against
them, its impacts on them, the underlying reasons behind the increasing average of violent
issues against women in Palestinian society, in addition to the most important activities and
programs of these institutions in reducing violence against women, and the obstacles these
institutions confront in this field.

The study adopted the descriptive analytical approach due to its convenience in studying
social phenomena. The Study has also adopted the tool of interviews with decision-makers,
particularly, with the heads and officials in Palestinian women associations and
institutions.

Results of the study indicate that Palestinian woman suffers from violence in family and
society, not to mention, the violence of occupation. Results show that violence against
women greatly contributes in reducing their ability in contributing in the development
process including all its forms. Furthermore, the applicable laws in Palestine, whether in
the West Bank or Gaza Strip, deal with women as minors and followers to men at all life
phases.

The study also shows that women refrain from going to women association in the event of
being exposed to violence; they prefer to resort to relatives, men of religion, or reform
men. This indicates the absence of trust between women institutions and women exposed
to violence, providing that women institutions are working on developing a protection
system and mechanism in coordination with the official institutions.

The Study came up with a set of recommendations to reduce the phenomenon of violence
against women. Most importantly, reconsidering the Personal Status Law and the penalties
acts applicable in the Palestinian territories so that it meets the families’ needs in general,
and prevent violence against women, in addition to the necessity of raising awareness of
women in connection to their legal and civil rights by women institutions, in particular, in
connection to inheritance, ownership, and custody, making pressure to stipulate
legislations and laws that shall deter and reduce violence against women, particularly,
honor killings, in addition to the necessity to set up a work methodology including various
programs of women participation in political life in Palestine, and covering various fields
and aspects, such as awareness, media, psychological and legal guidance.
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