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Theimpact of social media and modern communication on political
changein the Arab region, 2011-2014

Prepared by: Nariman Ibrahim Ragheb Shaqoura
Supervised by: Dr. Abdel majid Sweilem

Abstract

The role of new media and communication increasge@ally with regards to what it
produced from social media in generating politichhnges in the Arab region, which
caused the collapse of the heads of some regiméstha rise of Islamic movements to
power, and conducting elections in some countrég] various movements in other

countries.

All these political changes were caused by varifators including the growth of
particular and general factors, but what contridutentrally in causing the peoples'
uprisings was the social media, through mobilizatmrganization, and provocation.
Social media networks have evolved after the evehiunis in 2010, from areas to build
friendships and social relations to tools that pdeyimportant political role calling for
revolution and protest against oppression and aitélnianism, that are practiced by Arab
regimes against their people, and as well it becthmadools of activists whether political
or legal.

The old and new media and communication play ingmbripolitical roles besides the
objectives that are taken care of like offering sgknowledge, education, entertainment,
and fun. Those tools have passed through sevagésibf development so it can keep up
with the technological advances.

This study has shown the role played by the nediani@ generating political changdter

identifying its meaning and the factors affectihthrough the years 2011-2014.

This study allows through using the analytical #mel descriptive methods for identifying
the role that was played by the social networksnmbilizing the Arab peoples in their

capital cities, and rural areas, to come out ptiotigs®aind demanding change.



The study shows the role of the political partiesl gheir connection to reality, and their
relation to the Arab youth, as well as its conr@ectio the influence on the public opinion

and political consciousness that contributes tamgha

The study concluded that the role of the new meahd communication has been
transformed into a significant and influential rel@h the collaboration of the information
revolution together with the communication revadati in the framework of the internet,
especially that these means allow for reactiviigt thiways was an objective of the Arab
peoples. So after the case when the citizen wastbealreceiver of the information and the
news, today the citizen is interactive in his or redation to the information and he or her
gives his or her opinion, and became a newsmakepahblisher through the new media.
The study has shown that information and techno@gtollaboration has provided new
opportunities in the ability to mobilize, organiznd coordinate with the relevant sectors

especially the youth.

The social networks provided significant areas tfex expression of the opinion of the
opposition that is rejecting the imposed politicadlity, far from the tools of oppression

and supervision by the state.

The study recommends that the researchers andabgiscito pay attention to the new
media and the roles that it delivers and their eqnences to all aspects of life whether

social or political.
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