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Ibn Taymia's perspective on the prior knowledge and an example of its
philosophical effects.

Prepared by: Yousef Mohammad Yousef Somren.

Supervised by: Prof. Sari Nusseibeh.

Abstract:

This paper was presented for the Philosophy in Islam program, to complement the
requirements of M.A degree in Philosophy in Islam program, and it was discussed
on 10/12/2017 in Alquds — Palestine university.

We examined one of the important matters of epistemology, that is the prior
knowledge, and explained its roots in philosophy, it's different philosophical views,
And the effects of this matter in the many branches of philosophy. We also
examined Ibn Taymia's view of it, and discussed the opposing opinions that this
paper has concluded to. This was done in a historical, analytical approach, by
examining the roots of philosophy to define what prior knowledge is, and
examining Ibn Taymia's views on the matter, by analyzing them, comparing them,
discussing the opposing opinions as this paper concludes, and to edit his view of
the matter, and explaining this matter's effect on the various Philosophical and
theological branches.

One of the important conclusions this paper has reached, is that lbn Taymia's
Philosophical perspective on Epistemology falls under the Materialism Philosophy
but He criticizes the prior knowledge, and that the studies that were opposed to this
conclusion were not correct in viewing his perspective and in viewing him.
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