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The children The collaborators in West Bank 1993-2000 Motives and
Reasons.

Abstract:

This research explores the motives/reasons behind Palestinian children's collaboration
with Israeli Intelligence during the period 1993-2000.

The Israeli security agents' policy and the changes therein in the occupied West Bank
are investigated to track down the strategies used with Palestinian children under the
rule of the Palestinian National Authority(PNA). A close observation is made of the
[sraeli practices and attempts to widen existing gaps and create new ones among
Palestinians and how the occupation authorities utilized such gaps for security
purposes.

History of and organizational structure of the Israeli security networks is reviewed
with focus on Shabak and the process of selecting and training agents for this
intelligence service.

In addition to the Israeli activities, the Palestinian internal political, economic and
social factors contributing to and facilitating such collaboration such as values and
customs are also investigated

A close scrutiny is made of the new developments that emerged with the advent of the
PNA such as the contributions of the Palestinian —Israeli agreements to fighting
against Palestinian national resistance movements, factors responsible for enlisting
and recruiting children as agents for Israeli security authorities.

Historically, collaboration with Israeli agents was a common phenomenon that dates
back to the days of the Jordanian rule of the region and those of the British mandate
The question is: Why is this emphasis on recruiting children?

Categories of victimized children, the conditions leading to their collaboration and the
tools used for enlisting them are described together with the tasks they should
accomplish. Four categories were identified.

This research fills the gap in the research on collaborators, a significant issue for the
Palestinians especially with the controversy over the Oslo accords

The analytical descreptional approach is used to study the phenomenon.. Personal
interviews with Palestinian security authorities were also conducted.

For security reason, actual names were avoided; symbols are used to refer to people
concerned; the areas of residence mentioned are fictitious names.

Of the findings of the research is that Israeli agents used sex as major victimization
technique; values and customs seem to have played a significant role as collaboration
factors. Another finding is there is lack of systematic treatment of the collaboration



phenomenon amongst children; the PNA addressed the symptoms not the causes of
such practices.

On the basis of these findings, recommendations are made to adopt scientific methods
to study such phenomena as school drop outs, social problems; one observation is
worth attention: the phenomenon of juvenile street vendors at checkpoints.
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