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Abstract

This research study sought to examine the social factors leading to the
spread of the phenomenon of domestic violence, and its relationship to
aggressive behavior, and self-esteem among students in secondary schools
in the Bethlehem governorate private and public school. Whereas, general
signs and indicators suggest that the phenomenon of violence in Public and
private schools are on the rise. The researcher used the quantitative method
with its both parts, the descriptive and the analytical in order to ensure the
suitability for this type of studies. The research sample was selected
randomly, in terms of the variable type of school (Public , private) and the
sample consisted of 1174 students from 16 schools, in Bethlehem, divided
between the villages and cities ; the rate reached 18.8% of the research
community. In order to achieve the objectives of the study, and to examine
the variables, the researcher designed questionnaire consisting of 8 axes
prepared for the purpose of the current search. In this study a number of
appropriate statistical methods were used such as, Social Science Statistical
Package for Social sciences (SPSS), and the results indicated that the
economic and educational levels of the parents can be considered an
indicator of domestic violence. Low-income families are more violent
against its own members and the families who are at a low academic level
are more violent against the other family members. The study also revealed
a link between violence within the family, the deviation of the children and
their aggressive behavior. The study shows that domestic violence can be
an indicator of low self-esteem and to the rise in the severity of
psychological reactions, and as a sign of low motivation to study among the
children, and the results concluded that families with a large number of
children or families with very little members can be an indicator to the
deviation of the children. In addition, the study’s results showed that the
work of the mother can be another indicator for the deviation of the children
because of her absence from home. Moreover, the results indicated that the
level of religiosity as an indicator of aggressive behavior, whereas, the more
religious the person is, the less aggressive behavior they have. The results
indicated that the number of wives of the father is also an indicator of
aggressive behavior among the children. Overall, the study shows that
domestic violence is considered a negative indicator that has its implications
towards the individuals and families. The study concludes with a number of
recommendations related to research and application with a view to increase
family violence-related research in relation to aggressive behavior among
children. The study also makes a recommendation to widen service network
and to make programs in different social sciences to deal with family
violence’s phenomenon and aggressive behavior among children.
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