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Israel and Hamas “ The contacts and negotiations between them as a model, 1987-
2014”

Prepared by: Ashraf Othman Bader

Supervised by: Dr. Mahmoud Muhar eb

Abstract

Hamas carried out indirect negotiations with Isragl for the purpose of reaching
temporary understandings that achieve its interim goals by making temporary truce. The
study problem was to what extent Hamas may be involved in negotiations with Isragl as a
passage to resolute the conflict, and would the contacts and negotiations lead to direct
negotiations to end the conflict?

The importance of the study was that it deep-rooted Hamas’ perspective towards
the conflict with the occupation and to investigate Israel’s policy and strategy towards
Hamas. It also concerned with the attitudes of both Hamas and Israel regarding the direct
and indirect negotiations. The study discussed the negotiations between Hamas and |srael
by tracking and analyzing the direct and the indirect negotiations between them.

The study concerned to fulfill many objectives in this study, particularly viewing
Israel’s attitude towards Hamas, the politics that Israel followed in dealing with Hamas,
and examining Israel’s and Hamas’ attitude regarding the conflict, the peace process and
the negotiations. The researcher followed the historical and the descriptive methodol ogy
relying on the game theory. Interviewing was aso used as one of thetools of the research.

The study came to many conclusions. The most prominent one is that after Israel
entered many military confrontations with the Palestinian resistant factions including
Hamas, it came to conclude that it couldn’t achieve a decided victory. Israel was satisfied
to achieve victory that guarantee a temporary tranquility. The Isragli policy towards
Hamas is affected by two important variables, the first is the Israeli prime minister’s
political attitude, and the second is political regiona attitudes. The Palestinian partition
indeed generates satisfactory in the Israeli governments. Both “Hamas and Israel” had no
good intention in an ultimate solution for the Palestinian issue, and so, their interest was
to reach a temporary security agreements, and not a political solution. Israel has no
concession intentions for the favor of the Palestinians from one hand. From the other
hand, Hamas sees that with the imbalance of powers for the favor of Isradl, it prefers to
keep the conflict open and to reach temporary solutions under the umbrella of truce.

Hamas, as a nationa liberation movement and of an Idamic background
considered that the conflict with the occupation is on the ground and not ideological
conflict although it employed ideology in the mobilization of the Islamic dimension.
Hamas realized the importance of negotiations as a mean to liberate from the occupation.
It didn’t refuse the principle of negotiation. Hamas’s political viewpoint decided that
thereis nothing forbids it to launch direct negotiations with the Isragli occupation. It had a
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“psychological” preventer to launch such sort of negotiations. In case there is a balance of
power, Hamas may have direct negotiations with Isragl.
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