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A Study of The Institutional Configuration, Struggle and Parties of the
Palestinian Detanies in the Negev Desert Prison

Abstract

The overall aim of this study is to explore the institutional configuration of the Palestinian
parties in the Negev Desert Prison, where the Israeli government has been capturing
thousands of the Palestinian activists and combatants.

The study was conducted on the detainees during the months of January, February and
March — 2006. The detainees were distributed among twenty parts of the above mentioned
prison. It is noteworthy to mention that their number, at the time of the study, was about
2150.

The research also aims to unearth the referential body and the institutional construction of
both the Captured Movement and the active Palestinian parties in the prison.

After reading the arresting constitution and the internal rulings of the Palestinian parties,
the researcher has found legal articles that formulate the organizational structures, set the
responsibilities, share out the authorities, identify the rights and duties and explore the
relationship between the Captured Movement and the prison's Israeli administration.

On this regard, the researcher attempts to introduce, for the readers and the other
researchers, the concept of prison, its divisions and facilities, its daily life and the
Palestinian parties inside it. He also investigates to what extent the prisoners and the
Palestinian parties respect the arresting constitution and the internal rulings of the Captured
Movement. In other words, he examines to what extent the prisoners are committed to the
constitution and the rulings.

The researcher claims that this study is original and distinguished because the Arabic
writings lack for the literature of the prison and the prisoners.

To discuss the arresting constitution and the internal rulings, the researcher employed the
descriptive and analytical methodology. On this regard, he examines the correspondences
and disagreements between the constitution and the internal rulings and the principles of
modern administration.

To answer the research questions, the researcher has analyzed the data which have been
collected by means of questionnaires and distributed among the sample of the case study in
the above mentioned time and place.

The sample, which forms about 20% of the case study, was selected in random. About 500
questionnaires were distributed; 415 were collected.

After statistical analysis, the researcher has the following conclusions. Firstly, amid the

years, the organizational constitution and rulings have been developed from the phase of

oral concepts to the phase of writing and ocdification. Therefore, they have become a legal
3



reference in administrating the prisoners' dily life, the ways of making decisions, and
reconciliation among the prisoners or the parties. Secondly, there is a deep gap between the
theoretical texts of the constitution and the internal rulings and their practical application.

This paradox probably occurred because of cultural factors. In addition, the researcher
found that the prisoners tend to support their parties rather than adopting democracy.

Thirdly, some articles in the constitution contradict with democracy and transparency.
Fourthly, more than two thirds of the case study is from the young. This implies that the
youth are the backbone of their parties as they carry out most of the duties in
administrating the daily life inside the prison. Finally, the study indicates that some active
committees had many achievements while the performance of other committees was not
satisfactory.

To conclude, the researcher suggests some recommendations. Firstly, the prisoners should
separate the three authorities and elevate new methods for censorship. In addition,
qualifying and training leaders should be a priority for the prisoners. Furthermore, the
prisoners should also develop the election rules so that the election process will be more
democratic and transparent.

Moreover, the Researchers are advised to make more studies on the field of the prisons
and prisoners. This is because the prisoners form a large section of the Palestinian people
and many leaders were qualified inside the prison. Moreover, the issue of the prisoners is
essential since they are still suffering until the moment of writing these lines.
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