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The physical heritage’s legal framework in the Palestinian law

Submitted by: Nour Nasser Mousa Abu Fanoun

Supervisor: Dr. mouhammed Al-Erigat

Abstract:

Every Palestinian who is envious of their homeland and upholds its cultural and
social fabric has a personal and collective obligation to protect the tangible
heritage. Being in a national interest, that is far removed from personal or
material gains, but beyond this to be a national requirement and a moral and
legal duty to punish anyone who abuses or violates the tangible heritage
protection rules.

The study came to the conclusion that there are numerous national protection
mechanisms, including the implementation of agreements that the State of
Palestine has signed, that are aimed at preserving tangible cultural heritage.
Additionally, it calls for the development of internal legal regulations that are
consistent with the expansion of the notion of tangible heritage and the creation
of legal tools for its protection.

The study concluded that the Palestinian legislator has developed a set of legal
measures aimed at preserving the Palestinian tangible heritage. The Palestinian
legislator contributed to the organization of the legal means necessary for
protection to ensure the achievement of the desired goals. This is evident through
the control of legal, administrative, financial and scientific procedures to identify
and designate this heritage and the establishment of national and regional centers
concerned with the protection of tangible heritage and the mechanisms of
maintaining it. It also includes the establishment of administrative departments
and committees with a high level of experience and practical and administrative
competence with the inclusion of tangible heritage in planning programs and
within protection plans.



The Palestinian legislator designated the "Ministry of Antiquities and Tourism"
as the political, legal, and administrative reference for heritage in Palestine and
authorized the ministry broad legal authorities to administer and invest in
heritage sites in collaboration with the Ministry of Local Government. This
reflects the granting of broad administrative authority to the Ministry, which
includes providing it with the legal means to ensure that this is achieved.
Therefore, it can be concluded that the Palestinian legislator agreed to develop a
legal system aimed at protecting the tangible heritage in both its immovable and
movable parts. This is done through those legal texts that include controlling the
preservation of the tangible cultural heritage, considering it a national wealth
subject to legal protection. The legislator prohibited any sort of material
disposition of this wealth, including sale, transfer, distortion, or destruction. In
addition to allocating "institutional control frameworks" on all related conditions
for granting licenses by the competent legal authorities.
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