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Abstract

The Image of the Homeland in the National Education Curriculum of

the Elementary Stage at Palestinian Schools

This study aimed at investigating the image and representational of the homeland
(Palestine) as portrayed in the Palestinian schools. The curriculum investigated was first

printed and applied in the scholastic year 1995-1996.

The study tried to answer the following questions:-

1- What is the image of the homeland in the national education textbooks of the
elementary stage at Palestinian schools?

2- How are the different images of the homeland distributed in the national education
curriculum of the different grades?

3- Do different grades lead to different images of the homeland?

Content analysis method was applied in determining the dominant image of the
homeland in the various units of the textbooks covered by the study. The researcher
developed an analytical model for the different images with meets with the aim of the
study. The model was validity and approved by a number of arbitrators. To test the
reliability of the analysis carried out, two external experts analyzed a random sample.
The percentage of agreement between them was (0.94).

The study showed that the national education textbooks of the elementary stage grades
include 72 different images. These were classified under six main images: the political
image, the social image, the economic image, the aesthetic image, the historic image,

and the religious image. These images recurred 664 times.



The most recurrent image was the social image which recurred 166 times (25% of the
total recurrences). The aesthetic image recurred 154 times (23.2%); the economic image
recurred 148 times (22.29%); the political image recurred 58 times (12.8%); the
religious image recurred 70 times (10.54%); and finally the historic image recurred 41
times (6.17%). These finding served as an answer to the first question.

As for the second question, the results showed that the most dominant of the political
images were the national issues and the international relations issues, which recurred
18.82%. The least recurrent was the image of the leader and parliament representation,
which recurred 1.18%.

As for the social images, the researcher found that the educational and cultural
institutions came in the first class and recurred 25.9% ; whereas, residence areas came
in the final stage, with a percentage of 0.6%. The most spreading of the economic
images was the field of industry, with a percentage of 25% ; whereas, the least
spreading was the love for the land, career attitude, trade cooperation and patriotism in
the mind of the consumer (.0.07%). National sites came in the first place in terms of
aesthetic representations, with a percentage of 68.18%. On the other hand, arts,
environment cleanness, and the love for the order came the last place, with a percentage
of 0. 65% . As for the historic representation, the historic heritage cam in the first place,
with a percentage of 39% . Historic events and the development of patriotism came at

the end, with a percentage of 4.9 %.

Holy places cam in the first place of the religious images (48.6%) ; whereas subjects of

Islamic education, holy fighting (Jihad) and teaching methods came finally (1.4%).

The results pertaining to the third question showed significant difference among the
school grades involved in the sample of the study (31.32%) for the first grade and
4.81% for the seventh grade.

The different images of the homeland in the school grades can be described, in
percentages, as follows:-
- 42.85% for the social and aesthetic images in the second grade and 2.6% in the sixth

grade.



- 35.15% for the economic image in the second grade and 4.05% in the sixth grade.

- 37.65% for the political image in the sixth grade and 2.35% in the third grade.

- 57.15% for the religious image in the seventh grade. No percentage were recorded
for the first and fifth grades.

- 60.97 % for the historic image was found only in the seventh grade.

In the addition, there were different representations in the same grade. In the first grade,

there was 63.4% for the social image, but nothing for the religious and historic images.

In the third grade, there was 37.5% for the aesthetic image, and 3.53% for the political

image. The economic image received 31.68% in the fourth grade ; whereas, the historic

image received 5.94%. the social image scored 5.94% in the fifth grade, but nothing for

the aesthetic and religious image. The political image scored 54.25% in the sixth grade,

but no percentages were recorded for the historic image. Finally, the religious image

scored 29.2% in the seventh grade, and 5.85% were for the social image.

The study revealed that there was no systematic order and balance in the distribution of
the different textbooks. Further, certain images were over-represented, like the social

image, while others were least represented like the historic image.

The researcher recommends reconsideration of the distribution if the different
representations of the homeland in the national education curriculum. The existing
images should be redistributed according to the mental and cognitive abilities of the
students.

Moreover, educators should prepare and design national education textbooks for
preparatory and secondary stages, as well, due to the significant role of such curricula in

shaping the political and national awareness of the students at Palestinian schools.
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