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Abstract

Heritage tourism is an essential component of tourist attractions in general, and
in Palestine in particular. However, Palestine faces challenges that impede the
development of its tourism sector, including the geopolitical reality and the lack
of interest in many heritage sites. Throne villages are one of the components
of heritage tourism in Palestine, but they need proper planning to highlight their
heritage value, and so this study came to shed light on the heritage tourism
sector and Throne villages in Palestine through the strategic planning for this
sector with a focus on Throne villages in the northern West Bank.

This study sought to promote heritage tourism in Palestine, using geographic
information systems, and Throne villages, in particular in the northern West
Bank. The study dealt with identifying the most important problems and
challenges facing heritage tourism in general and Throne villages in particular,
and evaluating the role of Throne villages in developing heritage tourism. The
study also aimed to develop a promotional model for heritage tourism in Throne
villages, using geographic information systems.

The study followed the qualitative, descriptive, historical and cartographic
approach to collect and analyze primary and secondary data related to the
objectives of the study by holding personal interviews with decision-makers in
governmental and non-governmental institutions as well as local community
institutions. The content analysis method was followed in the analysis of
personal interviews and the spatial analysis method in geographic information
systems.

The study reached several results, the most important of which are the lack of
necessary funding for restoration operations, the lack of awareness of the local
community, the weakness of the law, and the role of the occupation in hindering
the restoration and promotion of heritage areas. A tourist route using
geographic information systems that would serve all villages in the study area
was also proposed because of its great role in attracting tourists and activating
the tourism process towards heritage sites in the northern West Bank.



The study came out with a number of recommendations, the most important of
which is working to reconsider the laws and regulations related to the protection
of heritage sites and for the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities to raise the level
of the annual budget for the heritage tourism sector, and to work to redraw the
heritage areas within the structural plans for their protection and development,
and to provide human cadres specialized in the field Palestinian heritage and
tourist guidance. Finally, the study recommended taking advantage of the
proposed tourist path that would serve Throne villages in the northern West
Bank.
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