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The Role of Palestinian Teachers in Resisting the Israelization of Education in East
Jerusalem (2015-2024): Strategies and Experiences

Rabee Bader

Birzeit University

This study examines the role of Palestinian teachers in East Jerusalem in confront-
ing Israelization policies imposed on the education system between 2015 and 2024
through ministerial measures and Israeli five-year plans aimed at reshaping Pales-
tinian students’ consciousness. It conceptualizes teachers as pedagogical and cultur-
al actors whose role extends beyond knowledge transmission to encompass multiple
forms of educational resistanceboth overt and covert implemented through alternative
teaching strategies and extracurricular practices that foster critical awareness and

cultural belonging.

The study adopts a qualitative methodology based on two case studies conducted in
East Jerusalem schools (J/M Boys’ School and R/W Girls’ School) to analyze vari-
ations between models of resistance and compliance with Israelization policies. The
findings demonstrate that Palestinian teachers constitute the primary line of defense
against these policies, and that the effectiveness of their resistance is closely linked
to the degree of community engagement and administrative support within the school
environment. Despite fieldwork and security-related constraints that limited direct
access to certain educational settings, the study highlights education as a key site of
cultural confrontation by positioning teachers as central agents in resisting cultural
colonialism and transforming education into a liberatory tool in Jerusalem. The study
recommends strengthening pedagogical and community-based support frameworks
for Palestinian teachers in East Jerusalem to mitigate the impact of Israelization pol-

icies on students.

Keywords : Israelization of Education; East Jerusalem; Liberatory Education; Israeli

Five-Year Plan; Bagrut.
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