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"Semiological Analysis of the Logos of Palestinian Factions."

Prepared by: Daoud Suliman Daoud Haj-Abdallah
Supervisisor: Dr. Walid Al-Sharafa

Abstract

The interest in logos arises from the fact that they are one of the most
Important communication tools used to convey ideas and messages.
Logos act as messages directed towards the recipient with semiotic
significance related to a specific purpose. They can have
psychological impacts and deepen the connection with the goal, thus
surpassing the concept of mere influence to the creation of a unified
identity.

The design components of logos, such as colors, symbols, spaces,
and borders, collectively form its visual structure. Each component
contributes to shaping the logo’s identity, and its social, cultural, and
national connotations that enhance a sense of belonging.

This study aims to analyze the logos of Palestinian factions, identifying
and analyzing their contents as communicative messages, and
examining the expressive and symbolic meanings of symbols, colors,
and text within them; in order to understand the meanings and values
they carry and how these affect the audience and persuade them to
achieve their political and social goals. The study follows a semiotic
approach to analyze a total of 18 logos of Palestinian factions,
representing the period from 1964 to 2013.

Semiotics views logos as symbols expressing specific meanings,
which can be words, images, colors, or any other element conveying
an idea or concept. The semiotic approach assumes that symbols
carry specific meanings, and it is concerned with understanding how
symboils relate to meanings and cultural and social contexts. After
analyzing the logos of Palestinian factions, several key findings were
revealed, including:

Symbols: Most of the logos included the map of Palestine, symbolizing
the faction's ideology related to military action for the liberation of

-]



Palestine. The Dome of the Rock and Al-Agsa Mosque connect the
faction's actions to protecting Islamic sanctities, while the Palestinian
flag indicates allegiance to Palestine. The rifle symbolizes armed
struggle, synonymous with armed resistance. The symbols within the
logos provided indications related to identity, loyalty, and allegiance to
the Palestinian cause, and commitment to defending the sanctities
and the Palestinian land.

Colors: Logos predominantly featured the colors of the Palestinian
flag, signifying Palestinian affiliation. Specific colors like red, yellow, or
green were highlighted to indicate allegiance to these factions. Colors
were linked psychologically to their meanings and subject matter in
the logos, achieving a visual effect through intimation and ideas.
Colors, alongside symbols and shapes, played a crucial role in
expressing the ideas and content of the logos.

Texts: Quranic verses were commonly used in the logos to add a
religious dimension to military resistance and provide a legal
foundation for the faction's actions. Some logos incorporated the
names of faction members to immortalize their memory and imply the
faction's continuation of their legacy, thus asserting the faction’s
resistance ideology.

Most logos shared semiotic elements of symbols and colors. The
visual components of these logos convey rich connotations that give
them active energy, attract attention, and spread cultural and national
concepts to the recipient that resonate with Palestinian sentiments.
Therefore, the analysis revealed similarities in both explicit and implicit
messages among logos, as they all showed the desired goals and
message, whether with icons, symbols, text or color, emphasizing
their collective identity as Palestinian and Islamic groups defending
Palestine and its sacred sites.
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