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The Annexation and Expansion Wall and its Negative Repercussions on
Crime Perpetration in the West Bank: A Viewpoint from Professionals in
Relevant Institutions (Qalqgilya Governorate as a Model)

Prepared by: Baha-Aldin ameen Mohmoud Abu thaher

Supervised by: Dr. Wafa'a Samih Al-khateeb

Abstract

This study investigated the impact of the Annexation and Expansion Wall on crime rates in
the West Bank, specifically from the perspective of professionals within relevant
institutions. Qalgilya Governorate was selected as a representative case study for the
broader West Bank context. Employing aquantitative descriptive methodology, the study
utilized a structured questionnaire for data collection. The sample comprised (78) out of

(82) targeted respondents from various specialized institutions, including the Wall
Resistance  Commission, local authorities (municipalities and village councils), the
Ministry of Agriculture, the Environment Quality Authority, Qalgilya Governorate, and
the Criminal Investigation Department. The sample was purposively selected.

The findings reveal that the Annexation and Expansion Wall in Qalgilya Governorate has
inflicted severe and multifaceted damage on Palestinian society, resulting in a noticeable
decline in security and a significant increase in crime rates. Beyond its physical presence,
the Wall represents an environmental, economic, and social catastrophe, leading to the
destruction of natural resources, disruption of the local economy, and fragmentation of the
social fabric through the separation of families and communities. Furthermore, the Wall
has impeded the operations of security agencies, thereby fostering an environment
conducive to new and escalating forms of crime. The study also concludes that the Wall is
not merely a security measure but an act of apartheid aimed at territorial expansion and
land appropriation.

Consequently, the study recommends urgent international, diplomatic, and legal action to
pressure lIsrael to cease its discriminatory policies and restore rights to their rightful
owners. It further advocates for empowering Palestinian security agencies, developing
specialized action plans to combat emerging crimes, and supporting affected farmers and
economic sectors through immediate relief and development programs. Additionally, the
study recommends strengthening the social fabric by supporting social initiatives,
improving the quality of essential services, providing psychological support, and
addressing school dropout rates. Finally, it emphasizes the necessity of continuous
research in this domain and the establishment of a comprehensive national database to
monitor the Wall's effects and propose effective solutions.

Keywords: Crime, Annexation and Expansion Wall, Negative Repercussions,
Qalgilya Governorate.
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