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Financial Disclosure (a Comparative Study)
Prepared by: Waseem Ahmad Hussein Salameh

Spervised by: Dr. Abd Al-Malik Remawi

Abstract

This study has addressed the financial disclosure in Arab laws and legislations in
comparison with the Palestinian legislations, in addition to the legal effect and differences
in the financial disclosure between each of these legislations, as well as the obstacles
which hinder the completion of disclosure in addition to the strengths and weaknesses of
each of these laws and legislations. The study has adopted the descriptive
analysis approach by comparing between the Arab laws and legislations and the Palestinian
legislations with regards to financial disclosure. The study has defined the term “financial
disclosure”, and it has also indicated the laws which mentioned financial disclosure, the
entity to which the disclosures shall be submitted, and the entity which should submit the
disclosure according to the legal text appeared in the country’s legislation which was
addressed in this study in comparison with other legislations. It has also discussed the
Palestinian legislation, as well as the punishments; whether punitive or disciplinary,
imposed on each person refrains from submitting the disclosure, and the consequences of
false disclosure. The study has also indicated the manner of combating corruption and
achieving transparency and integrity by using the control systems as stipulated by the law.

The study is restricted to a limited number of countries whose laws and legislations were
studied in comparison with the Palestinian legislations with regards to financial disclosure.
Such countries were selected according to specific methodological standards aiming to
conclude an analytical result based on intact scientific and methodological fundamentals;

these countries include: “Jordan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, USA and Palestine”.

The study results indicated that the compared legislations included both punitive and
disciplinary punishments. In the Palestinian legislation, it appeared that the disciplinary
punishment was included in the Civil Service Law No. (4) for the year 1998, which
appeared in Article (68) of Chapter (5) under the title “Disciplinary Punishments and

Procedures for Public Servant”, and the Palestinian legislator has not arranged it in

]



accordance with the graduation of criminal behaviors. Therefore, it has been recommended
to reformulate and rearrange the disciplinary punishment to become more organized
according to intact graduation of criminal behavior in comparison with other laws and
regulations. In addition, there are no disciplinary punishments in the Palestinian Anti-
Corruption Law No. (1) for the year 2005; thus, it has also been recommended to modify
the law and include disciplinary and punitive punishments which are more suppressive of
the criminal than the existing punishments included in the currently applicable anti-

corruption law.
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