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The Role of women Associations in Activating the Social & Economic 

Women Participation, during the period (2008-2012) in Bethlehem 

District. 

  

Prepared By: Zainab Khalil Abdul Khalil 

 

Supervisor: Dr. Diab Ayouche 

 

Abstract: 
 

This study aims to know the role of women associations in activating women socio-

economic participation in the period between 2008- 2012 in Bethlehem district. A stratified 

random sample of 136 employed and unemployed women was distributed. The 

questionnaire consisted of five parts (kind of benefit, financial support and loans, trends 

toward the participation of woman in the work, activation of the Economic participation, 

activation of the Social participation).  

The descriptive and analytical approach has been used in this study, and the data has been 

analyzed using the SPSS program.  

The main results indicate that  the role of women associations in activating the women 

socio-economic participation in Bethlehem came to be at a high rate of due to the 

following factors in decreasing order Benefit from the affiliation of the association, the 

highly activation of the social participation, the trends of the members of the associations 

toward participation in the labor market, the highly activation of the economic 

participation, and finally the financial support and loans came out at a medium rate. In 

addition the results showed that there are no differences in the opinions of the members of 

women associations in Bethlehem toward the role of the women associations in activating 

the women socio-economic participation according to these variables: age, social status, 

number of family individuals, place of residence, education, membership duration at the 

women association, and the monthly income.  

On the other hand there are differences in the opinions of the members of the women 

associations in Bethlehem toward the role of the associations in activating women socio- 

economic participation according to these variables: relationship to labor force ( in favor of 

the employed women against the unemployed), work sector ( was in favor of the employed 

women in the public sector), the benefit in work ( was in favor of physical benefit followed 

by moral benefit then social benefit), finally, the contribution rate of work in the total 

income ( in Favor of contribution rate of “21-30 %”).   

The study showed that the most important motivations for affiliating to women 

associations are: capacity & skills building, hope to attain a fund for a small project, and 

education in various fields in order to enhance the awareness of women. On the contrary, 

the study proved that the most important obstacles in front of the membership of women 

associations are: the man authority against the women in rural areas in particular, the 

distance between the center of the association and the place of residence, membership fees, 

and transportation. 

The most important ways to improve the performance of the women associations are: 

funding of small projects, facilitating the procurement of these projects, focusing on the 

handmade products, and enhance the women associations media efforts by publishing 

brochures and information programs.  

The researcher has proposed number of recommendations such as: Activating and 

enhancing the coordination between women associations in Bethlehem, in order to 



 ح‌
 

mobilize the competencies and efforts to achieve the socio-economic activation of women 

into Bethlehem.  

Further studies in enhancing woman’s role, and her participation into the development 

process of the social and economic and political. programs in the Palestinian society. 
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