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The Meanings of the two formulas: (Af’ala) and (Fa”ala) in the Holy
Qur’an in the event of union and difference '"Analytical and Rhetorical
Study"

Prepared by: Anwar Ziad Jaber Yaghi

Supervisor: Prof. Hatem "Jalal Al-Tamimi"
Abstract

This study addresses the forms (Af’ala) and (Fa’’ala) and their meanings in the Holy Quran in
terms of their similarities and differences, as well as the opinions of esteemed interpreters and
other scholars on the matter. This is achieved by tracing the occurrences of both forms in the
Quran, whether as verbs, nouns, or derivatives. This includes instances where a single word is
read in both forms, cases where both forms appear within the same verse, and instances where
the two forms occur in various places throughout the Quran. The goal is to develop a clear and
comprehensive understanding of the topic.

The importance of the study lies in its integration of three esteemed fields of knowledge:
linguistics, exegesis (tafsir), and recitation (qira'at). It employs the topic of verb augmentations
and morphological forms within the context of interpreting the Holy Quran, as this is one of
the most significant aids to understanding the meanings of its vocabulary and recognizing
some aspects of its remarkable rhetorical miracle.

The study aims to demonstrate the importance of morphology in general and the specific topic
of morphological forms in particular, as well as their impact on the interpretation of the Holy
Quran, understanding its meanings, and revealing some of its secrets. It also seeks to clarify
the integration between exegesis (tafsir) and other disciplines, highlighting that it is impossible
to interpret the Holy Quran in isolation from linguistics and other linguistic sciences. Each of
these fields serves as a key that unlocks a closed door of interpretation, and by employing
them together, many doors open, revealing numerous rhetorical meanings.

The study is structured into three main chapters: Chapter One is titled: "Instances in Which the
Forms (Af’ala) and (Fa’’ala) Appear to Share the Same Meaning. Chapter Two is titled:
"Instances in Which the Forms (Af’ala) and (Fa’’ala) Appear to Differ in Meaning. Chapter
Three is titled: "Instances That Potentially Indicate Either Similarity or Difference in the
Meanings of the Forms (Af’ala) and (Fa’’ala)".

In her study, the researcher adopted an inductive approach that includes describing and
analyzing texts, as well as a comparative method that weighs the opinions of knowledgeable
scholars regarding the meanings of the two morphological forms. She seeks to determine
which is more appropriate according to the rules of Arabic and the eloquence of the noble
context. Additionally, she employs a method of deduction and inference to derive potential
rules and criteria for the usage of the forms (Af’ala) and (Fa’’ala) whether they convey the
same meaning or different meanings, based on the views of interpreters and others on this
matter.



The study concluded with a set of results, the most important of which is that there are no
established rules among the scholarly authorities regarding the use of the forms (Af’ala) and
(Fa’ala) to convey a single meaning or two different meanings, except for what Ibn Atiyyah,
Abu Hayyan, Al-Samin, and others have stated, which is that the meaning of intensification in
(Fa’ala) relies on whether its base verb is intransitive or transitive; if it is intransitive and then
becomes transitive after the addition, the intensification then implies the meaning of causation,
whereas if it originally remains intransitive or transitive without change after the addition, the
intensification serves to indicate abundance. Generally, the two forms tend to differ in
meaning.

The researcher recommends that students of knowledge give due attention to the various
branches of the Arabic language—morphology, grammar, and rhetoric—as they are essential
for understanding the words of Allah, the Exalted.

Keywords: (The Holy Quran, Morphological forms, Af’ala, Fa’’ala, Exegesis "Tafsir").
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