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The Usage of Primary Level Teachers of Whole Language, Phonics and
Balanced Approches in Teaching Reading According to Supervisors and
Teachers
Student Name: Hind Tawfeeq Ahmad Al’ayasa

Supervisor: Dr. Amira Al Remawe

Abstract
This study aims at investigating the usage of First Grade Teachers of the whole language,

phonics and balanced approaches in teaching readingaccording to the supervisors and the

first grade teachers.

The study also aims at investigating the opinion of the supervisors of elementary education
about teaching reading, (Whole language, phonics and balanced approaches). It also aims
at investigating the relation between the method and the reading speed. A sample has been
chosen; which consisted of 66 first grade Arabic teachers, including 55 female and 11
males. Moreover, this sample consisted of four elementary education supervisors
including one male supervisor and three female supervisors. It has taken place atBethlehem
Ministry of Education on the school year of 2012/2013. A questionnaire has been made for
the teachers and a question form for the supervisors. It's tools, consequently has been

perceived in terms of validity and reliability.

The results have shown that most teachers use the phonics approach, followed by the
whole language then balanced approaches respectively. However, according to the
supervisors, two of them —a male and female- most teachers use the balanced approach as
the chosen curriculum strongly depends on it. Nevertheless, the forth supervisor has
assured that the teachers use the whole language approach since the curriculum depends, in
a great deal, on it. The results have also shown, that there are no differences between the
responds of the teachers and the supervisors according to their sex , years of experience or
place of work. Yet, the academic qualification among the teachers had shown differences
between diploma and masters, and diploma and bachelor degree in the phonics approach to

the teachers with diploma.

The relationship between the balanced method and the speed of reading scored the highest
among those three approaches- whole language, phonics, and balanced-. The supervisors
have not had the same opinion regarding that. Two female supervisors mentioned that the

fastest method is the whole language. However, two supervisors— male and female- believe



that the balanced approach is faster. Eventually, those supervisors concluded that they do

not prefer the phonics approach of teaching reading because it has a lot of disadvantages.

According to the presented results, the researcher recommends the necessity for teachers to
have a diploma degree after BA in education.
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