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Abstract

There appears to be a correlation between culture and identity where culture is
an integral part and component of identity. It is also an instrument that frames and
expresses identity. When identity exists in a conflict, it adheres to unique
characteristics and seeks to increase their advantages. When one part of the conflict is
a cultural conflict, it is crucial to develop the cultural domains, and forge a united
fundamental narrative that shapes the cultural identity.

The Palestinian—Israeli conflict emerged last century, and with the Israeli
occupation of Jerusalem, the conflict further developed to include various aspects
such as: land, residents, economy and cultural identity.

The significance of this dissertation stems from its attempt to shed light on the
conflict’s importance vis-a-vis the cultural identity of Jerusalem, which has been
subjected to various attempts to Judaize it via different cultural domains. For example,
Israel is trying to change the narrative and names in addition of controlling its sites, in
an attempt to affirm the right of its existence. Combatting the Zionist rhetoric which is
aimed at changing the city’s cultural identity requires conscious confrontation by the
Palestinians, through vigilance and being aware of what the other side is concocting,
understanding where we stand and the capabilities available to develop our cultural
performance. Such an approach would be able to raise awareness among our people
towards preserve their identity and enabling them to exercise resilience and
steadfastness in the face of Israeli control.

Within its theoretical framework, the study identifies the concepts of identity
and culture in addition to the conflict’s impact on identity, by highlighting the
experiences of other peoples who were subjected to occupation and the colonial
mentality exercised by the West towards the East; it also identifies the components of
Palestinian cultural identity, which the unique Palestinian memory and experience
play an essential role in forming.

When looking at the relationship between Palestinian identity and culture, we
can see the role of culture in defending identity. This section of the study refers to
articles and works of various researchers and scholars, most significantly those of
Edward Said and Faisal Darraj who highlighted the importance of memory and its
preservation as part of resistance in order to forge a culture that is capable of
withstanding oblivion and attempts at altering identity. Also this chapter tries to
explain the concept of the museum, as a cultural and educational center, capable of
preserving heritage and developing a spirit of belonging. Certain criteria are taken
into consideration in designing a museum to help convey its message and role in the
environment in which it was developed and in the conflict. This is followed by a brief
review of the status of museums in the West, Arab countries, Israel and Palestine.

The study dedicates one chapter to a historical-legal snapshot in an attempt to
understand the cultural conditions surrounding Jerusalem and to establish a cognitive
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of the historical and legal context for readers. In regards to the historical aspect, it
presents a summarized review of the civil and cultural scene from 1840 until now,
starting from the restoration of Ottoman rule in Palestine from lbrahim Pasha, in
addition to the reforms and developments which were introduced to Jerusalem up to
the British mandate. Hence, the study addresses the most important cultural changes
in every period when power changed hands and later details the changes in the
cultural scene in Jerusalem during the last century until today.

From the legal aspect, the study addresses the assaults on cultural properties
perpetuated by Israeli occupation forces, including the theft of 30,000 books from
West Jerusalem after its occupation in 1948, the confiscation of cultural buildings,
demolition of others, excavations, banning some cultural activities and closing other
cultural organizations in 2001. It then addresses the international treaties and laws that
protect cultural rights, but which have been violated by the occupation due to such
atrocities.

The chapter, Museums of Jerusalem as | saw Them in 2017,” reviews the
information collected by the researcher about Israeli and Palestinian museums in
Jerusalem which are part of this study, attached with pictures mostly taken by the
researcher. The study includes the following museums:

Israeli museums:

Burnt House — Katros House, Old Yishuv Court Museum, Tower of David, Bible
lands Museum, Museum on the Seam, Israel Museum, Rockefeller Archeological
Museum.

The Palestinian museums:

Islamic Museum in al Agsa mosque, DTA Museum for the Palestinian Heritage,
Wujud Museum.

Presentation of the compiled data on the museums depends basically on the
method of observation and monitoring adopted by the researcher, in addition to the
documents distributed by the museum at their entrances and via the internet. The data
is presented in a descriptive way and based on five criteria: the structure of the
building, means of presentation, connection with the public, guidance capabilities and
the museum’s narrative, followed by a critique expressing the researcher’s opinion on
the compiled information.

In order to make a comparative review and answer the questions raised during
the field research, the following chapter presents a comparison between what was
showcased in the various museums according to the five criteria. It also includes the
employees’ opinions and views in addition to people familiar with the various
museums’ works from both the Palestinian and Israeli sides, which were expressed in
their interviews, all in order to reach objective opinions and results.



The last chapter, “Our Palestinian Culture in Jerusalem, Where To?” seeks to
demonstrate the overall conclusions and recommendations of the study and to identify
which components of Palestinian culture are represented by the Palestinians
museums.The chapter also addresses the obstacles the Palestinian museums face and
the methods through which the cultural identity of Jerusalem is changed by Israeli
museums. This is followed by possible visions for developing the work of Palestinian
museums in the long run. This needs more material capabilities and appropriate
conditions like developing the exhibition, the building the tourist path and the media
aspect. Other practical recommendations that could be implemented in the short run
include less expensive and available developments in the exhibits, guided and local
media.

This study highlights the importance of formulating a strong Palestinian
narrative capable of responding to the counter-narrative we face and to strengthen our
faith in ourselves and our cause. It is also in order to make our intellectual approach
sturdier in the face of the Zionist narrative, which would be incapable of undermining
it.

Furthermore, from this study, we can discern Israel’s systematic approach in
using museums as a significant platform to present a Jewish narrative that supports
Israeli claims proving their rights to Palestine. This narrative is supported by plans,
programs, budgets and suitable locations. The vast space afforded to the Israel
Museum is noticeable, in addition to the parking lot it provides for its visitors and the
visitors of the Holy Bible museum. The number of visitors to the museums included
in this study reached approximately 1,250,000 in 2016. In contrast, visitors of the
Palestinian museums in Jerusalem reached 90,000 in the same year. Still, given this
comparison, we should not ignore that fact that there are 18 Israeli museums, with a
new one under construction named “The Museum of Tolerance,” being built on the
land of the Ma’amanallah cemetery. In comparison, there are three Palestinian
museums, a fact that makes the challenge disproportionate and difficult for the
Palestinian museums that need financial and scientific support for the sake of
development and to increase their visitor base.

The work being done towards developing Palestinians museums in Jerusalem
is an important cultural step. Museums could be utilized as both recreational and
educational venues within the framework of advanced modern technology and thereby
express the various components of cultural identity, thus conveying a strong and
permanent message in visitors’ minds through the use of appealing methods.
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