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Architectural activities and the evolution of the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque from
the Islamic conquest until the end of the Umayyad State/Historical

architectural study

(15-132AH /636-750 AD)

Prepared by: Shroug Waleed Mohammad Issa
Supervisor: Dr. Yusuf Natsheh

Abstract

The subject of this study, as determined by its title, is the architectural activity that took place in
the area of the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque, since the Arab Islamic conquest of the city of Jerusalem
in the year 15 AH / 636 AD until the end of the Umayyad dynasty in 132 AH / 750 AD. This
necessitated, after clarifying the problem of the study, its objectives, justifications, and
hypotheses, and a brief review of the literature on which it relied, that the research address an
important and sensitive issue related to the architectural activity that took place in the blessed Al-
Agsa Mosque area since the complete destruction of the city by Titus in the year 70 AD, until the
night of the Islamic conquest of the city. This is a thorny period, which spanned about five and a
half centuries, and most of those who were exposed to it in study and research were Western
scholars, and therefore their studies, in addition to requiring scrutiny, were also written in several
languages that were not Arabic. The motives for this matter are associated with the plans being

hatched for Al-Agsa to obliterate it and then strip it of its Arab-Islamic architectural character.

The study also interested in investigating the interpretations and information received about
the miracle of Isra and Mi'raj with regard to what was described, whether it pertains to the city of
Jerusalem or the location of Al-Agsa Mosque, and how can we reconcile what has been proven
that the area of Al-Agsa Mosque was free of any architectural activity since the destruction of the
city by Titus until the Islamic conquest with what has been reported about the description of the
area in explaining, interpreting and detailing the miracle of Isra and Mi'raj.



The study focused on researching and tracking the first architectural activity that took place in
the region with the aim of Islamizing the region, which was represented in building a mosque on
the orders of Caliph Omar Ibn Al-Khattab.

The study also dealt with the relationship between the Umayyad caliph Muawiyah bin Abi

Sufyan and Jerusalem, and if he implemented any architectural projects in the region.

This study followed the architectural efforts of the Caliph Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan in Al-
Agsa Mosque, these efforts, which turned out to be a long-term plan, in which he accomplished
the most important and greatest architectural activity that gave Al-Agsa Mosque its Islamic
character and its scenic architectural formulation that still exists today, by building the Dome of
the Rock and a number of the domes surrounding it, such as the Dome of the Chain, with a group
of albawayik (Arcades) and gates, and attention to the walls and infrastructure, in addition to the
reconstruction of what Omar Ibn Al-Khattab initiated in the construction of the Al-Agsa Mosgue.
To complete the aspects of the study, the architectural works that were accomplished after the era
of Abd al-Malik were discussed and related to the achievements of the Caliph Al-Walid, and the
restoration or completion of Al-Agsa Mosque attributed to him, and the construction of the

Umayyad palaces.

In order to investigate and trace the Islamic architectural activity and its development in the
area of the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque, from the moment of the conquest of the city of Jerusalem
until the end of the Umayyad Caliphate, the researcher sought to adopt the historical and
descriptive approach, and she collected the dispersed information to reach a picture of the blessed
Al-Agsa Mosque during this period. By tracing the historical events coupled with what was
written in the Books of Virtues on a description of the place during the study periods, the study
was able to narrate the construction activity in the area of the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque and reach
an imagined picture close to the reality of how it looked, despite the lack of sources, especially
those in Arabic that dealt with this period.

The study was provided with a set of panels and figures, a list of sources and references that

were used, in addition to a conclusion and a set of recommendations.
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