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Abstract

This study aimed at revealing the component of the material
environment of the Information technology curriculum for the higher
basic stage from grade 5 to grade 9. It also aimed at evaluating these
elements from the points of view of the teachers in Palestine, in order
to offer suggestions to develop these elements.

For achieving the objectives of this study, an analysis of the elements
of the material environment of the Information technology curriculum
was undertaken which included means, instruments and materials.
This analysis was repeated by a number of teachers, in order to lest
the validity of the analysis. On the basis of the analysis, the tool of the
study (the checklist) was designed. It consisted of eight components.
These components were: the computer (services, elements,
mediators, storage), the second component consists of electrical
instruments, the third non electrical sets and instruments, The fourth
data boards, pictures, and maps, the fifth, drawing and architecture
instruments, the sixth, stickers, the seventh handicrafts, the eighth
other instruments and materials.

The instrument of the study was validated by exposing it to referees
from university faculty members and referees including university
faculty members and specialists in education and information
technology teachers. The reliability of the instrument and of each of its
components were calculated by Cronbach Alpha. Its value for the total
questionnaire was (0.94). The population of the study consisted of all
the teachers of information technology of the fifth to the ninth grades
students in the government schools, private schools and UNRWA
schools (N=197) in the districts of Bethlehem and Hebron. The
checklist was distributed to all members of the population. The number
of the returned checklists was 189 or (96%).

Results of the study were as follows:

The highest ratio of the available materials were those which were
related to drawing and engineering with a percentage of (84.6%) then
came figures, maps, boards tables and pictures of (72.1%). The least
available materials were the handy instruments (54.4%).The value of
the total degree of what is available and usable was (64.60) while the
value of the total degree of what is available but not usable for all the
components was (3.99).

The results also showed significant differences in the evaluation of the
elements of the material environment due to the directorate and the
location of the school. There were also significant differences in the
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evaluation of the dimensions of the material environment of the
information technology curriculum in favor of female schools in the first
component which is related to computer. Whereas in the handy
instruments, for male schools is (55.1%).

The researcher recommended that the elements of the curriculum of
the information technology should be available especially the
instruments that are used by hand. Also, there should be guidebooks
that clarify the concepts and the activities of the curriculum and the
number of the courses for the teachers of the information technology
should be increased.
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