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Abstract

The importance of Bethlehem, Beit Jala and BeitoBallies in their religious pluralism.
They have the highest concentration of Christianghe West Bank and Gaza Strip.
Accordingly, there is ample opportunity for mixibgtween Christians and Muslims in the
areas of study, work and accommodation, and evguubtic life. Since there is a long
history on the efficacy of co-existence of Chrissaand Muslims, and another history of
conflicts between the two of them, it is importaatrecognize the challenges that face
Christians and Muslims living together, and identltie role of civil society organizations
in the face of these challenges and learn how dtagystrengthen the Christian —Muslim
relationship in wider Bethlehem community. For thigpose, the researcher had to study
and analyze the most important elements that haaiatained the fabric of Palestinian
Christians and Muslims throughout the history, asllwas the causes that led to
disagreements between the followers of Islam ands@mity in the Greater Bethlehem
area.

This research project is very essential at thig timhen the Palestinian society is looking
forward to the establishment of a Palestinian saateseeks to build the social fabric in all
its tracks, with regard to religious and intelledtpluralism, caste, and social development.
This study deals with the relations between Clamstiand Muslims in an attempt to
maintain and cement positive traditions, as wellt@offer objective and constructive
criticism to describe and assess this experienamitémize the negative aspects in this
relationship. Additionally, the study focuses oe tirinciples of respecting differences and
religious pluralism as essential elements in Palest society, which has diverse
intellectual and ideological convictions. Furthereo the Palestinian experience of
Christians and Muslims living together is considess a valid example to the Western
world which began to feel the need to learn ances&chis experience, because of the
increase in the number of Muslim immigrants, inahgdArabs, to the Western countries,
which have led to some tension in the relations/ben the citizens there.

The descriptive approach in conducting his resegvious studies were reviewed, two
different approaches were adopted to obtain infaonaon the practical aspect of the
study, namely: questionnaires and interviews. Feurewers had their comments on the
guestionnaire and the interview questions: Fr. Jathader (Dean of the Faculty of Arts
and Religious Studies at Bethlehem University), BDousif Hrimi (Teacher of Islamic
religious education at several local universitids), Fuad Giacaman (Director of the Arab
Educational Institute), and Dr. Sami Adwan (TeacbeEducation at the University of
Bethlehem). In addition, Mr. Mohammad Zawahra, atistical analyst, examined the
validity and reliability of the questionnaire antkeeuted the statistical treatment by using a
program of statistical packages (SPSS). Finally, Mahseen Yageen, Head of the
Editorial Department at the Center for Curriculufritee Ministry of Education edited the
thesis.



One of the main findings of the research is thaafigism is considered one of the most
important challenges that face Christians and Musliving together in Bethlehem, while
the religious discourse in mosques and churchesoissidered the least important
challenge. Furthermore, the concept of citizenghipund to be one of the most important
values that the civil society organizations havep#med successfully. On the other hand,
the concept of dialogue was considered the leastessful by these institutions. For the
Christians in particular, the security chaos anel ititernal conflict between Hamas and
Fatah is the most important challenge. Also, therireligious mixed marriages are one of
the most important challenges facing adolescentBeithlehem. And, in general, highly
educated people have crystallized ideas about ther,oand have become rather less
influenced with the dialogue with the other. Figallhe middle-income people are more
affected by the provocations of the West towar@sdther, while low-income people are
not as influenced by ideologies because they atetijying to find work and support their
families.

The study offered several recommendations. Firsalhfteachers should promote the
concepts of respecting differences and strengtigesimilarities between the followers of
the religions. The Ministry of Education should dp the Palestinian curriculum,
especially the civic and religious education, tou® on the concepts of dialogue, tolerance,
and respect. Secondly, the civil society organiretithat work in the field of interfaith
dialogue and promote Christians and Muslims livingether, should develop programs
and projects that aim at creating a safe environrferboth the Christians and Muslims
and to strengthen cohesion between them. Thirdlg, Palestinian Government or
Authority, through its three branches of executlegjslative and judicial authority, should
focus on the concepts of citizenship, pluralismregped in the Palestinian Document of
Independence. Fourthly, it is very important toelep local television programs that deal
with the several challenges of Christians and Muadiving together showing positive
solutions to overcome the challenges. Finally, @mistian and Muslim clergies should
encourage their followers to open up and mix whe other, in order to break down
barriers and reduce the stereotypes held agaieshmother.
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